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“Meantime, the auto industry 
mas taken on increased business in 
he form of defense orders, to 
which its brains and experience 
are admirably adapted, says 
Fortune, “But not its plants, or, at 
any rate, not the machinery in 
them. Automobile manufacturing 
has become so specialized that its 
machinery is not only inefficient 
but in many cases completely use- 
less for anything else. According 

Mr. Keller, not more than 10 
Percent of the tools employed in 
auto production could be used, for 
ample, in tanks, and the di- 
Version of this machinery for mili- 
lary purposes would completely 
disrupt auto production without 
doing much to help the tank situa- 
tion. It appears that to convert 
auto plants into military producers 
Would generally make less sense | 
than constructing new plants for | 
the Purpose. True, if the necessity | 
arose, some auto tools could be 
adapted in a makeshift way, and 
the rest could be stacked to one 
‘ide and the plant structures 
(See SPARKS, Page 23, Col. 1) 
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Biggest ASI Show Opens; 
25,000 Expected to Attend 


U.S.-Made Cars 


Are Barred From 
Canadian Market 


War-Time Measure Also 
Boosts Excise Tax on 
Domestic Makes 


OTTAWA. — Imports of 
U.S.-made passenger cars and 
trucks will suffer most under 
the embargo imposed last 
week on a list of American 
products (including cars, radios, per- 
fumes, jewelry, toys, prepared ce- 
reals, etc.) as a war-time measure 
for diverting resources of U. 
exchange from non-essentials to 
war needs. 

At the same time, J. L. Ilsley, 
Canada’s minister of finance, an- 
nounced that the excise tax on 
Canadian car manufacturers’ price 
up to $900 will be increased 10 per- 
cent, making the excise taxes on 
ears as follows: 

On manufacturers’ price up to 
$900—20 percent. 

On excess over $900 and up to 
$1,200—40 percent. 

On excess over $1,200—80 percent. 

A second list of American prod- 
ucts, on which imports will grad- 
ually be restricted as Canadian 
manufacturers adapt themselves to 
use of domestic products, includes 
automobiles and motor vehicles, 
other than passenger cars, and all 
petroleum products. Permits will be 
issued for these products but only 
in restricted amounts. 

While imports of U. S. cars in 
the first nine months of this year 
totaled 11,556 valued at $8,700,000, 

(Continued on Page 10, Col. 1) 


GM Names Fisher, 
Williams, Kroeger 
As Vice-Presidents 


DETROIT. — General Motors 
Corp. last week elected three new 
vice-presidents as follows: 

W. C. Williams jr., a member 
of President C. E. Wilson’s staff 





Edw. F. Fisher 


as assistant in charge of manu- 


W.C. Williams jr. 


facturing section; Edward F. 
Fisher, general manager of Fisher 
Body, and Frederick C. Kroeger, 
general manager of Allison divi- 
sion. 

Williams also was named a mem- 
ber of the administration commit- 
tee of the corporation. Williams 
began his. busi- 
ness career as a 
draftsman for the 
Interborough 
Rapid Transit Co. 
of New York in 
1906. He joined 
Chevrolet at Tar- 
rytown, N. Y., on 
Jan. 2, 1917. He 
served this organ- 
ization in various 





F. C. Kroeger Worth and Oak- 

land. He was 
moved to Detroit in 1926. April 1, 
1937, Williams was transferred to 


the manufacturing staff of the cor- 
(See DIRECTORS, Page 12, Co] 5) 
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ONE OF MIDGET TRUCKS, designed for swift transportation by gatee 


planes to battle zones — orders for which have been p 
Ford. The 1,700-pound vehicle is capable 
d, carries machine gun and crew or a quarter-ton load. 


Army with American Bantam and 
of 55-miles-per-hour 8 


laced by the U 


pee 
This photo was taken at the Ford Rouge plant. 





Fears of Car Steel Shortage 
Held Unjustified at Present 


By A. H. Allen 


DETROIT. — Charges in official 
and semi-official circles that a dire 
shortage of steel is impending in 
this country — and that steelmak- 
ers are showing an _ unpatriotic 
attitude in shying away from build- 
ing new steelmaking capacity — on 
sober examination appear entirely 
unjustified. 

Steelmaking capacity of this 
country, including all grades, is 
estimated to be somewhere near 
80,000,000 tons, or over 6,500,000 
tons a month. For several months 
the industry as a whole has been 
operating at around 95 percent of 
capacity or better, according to fig- 
ures of the American Iron and 
Steel Institute, New York. This 
means that every week, for exam- 
ple, steel mills are pouring into the 
consuming market in this country 
and in Great Britain about a mil- 
lion and a half tons of raw steel 
each week. 

This figure is trimmed down by 
about 20 percent after deducting 
conversion losses, but anyway it is 
no picayune tonnage. Great Britain 
alone is estimated to be receiving 
in excess of 500,000 tons a month 
from America. 

It is true that as of the first 
week in December mills’ books are 
congested beyond imagination, that 
deliveries, or the time between 


placing of an order and shipment 
of the steel, range from three to 
eight weeks on standard items such 
as sheet, strip, carbon steel bars, 
ete., to as high as 20 weeks for 
specialties such as electric furnace 





The Top Ten 
PASSENGER CARS 


First Ten in Registrations as 
Reported in AN Today: 


1940 1939 
Pos. Make Pos. 
1—692,522 Chevrolet 474,002— 1 
2—441,523 Ford 390,206— 2 
8—365,020 Plymouth 320,160— 3 
4—238,804 Buick 167,547— 4 
5—186,855 Pontiac 123,587— 6 
6—163,883 Dodge 163,239— 5 
7—159,629 Olds. 112,835— 7 
8— 85,477 Stude. 67,499— 8 
9— 78,994 Chrysler 58,078— 9 
10— 67,694 Hudson 46,518—13 
Total All Makes 
2,779,586 2,175,262 
For complete standings of all 
makes, see Page 19, this issue. 





alloy steel, certain types of stain- 
less, tool steel, etc. 

But in analyzing for a possible 
shortage of steel, several factors 
should be kept in mind. First, the 
defense program is sstill in its 
swaddling stages as far as produc- 
tion is concerned and while inquir- 
ies are out for steel to be used in 
guns, tanks, shells, airplanes and 
whatnot, actual production of these 
items in many cases is awaiting 
equipping and even building of 
plants and may not start for an- 
other year. 

In the second place, there has 
been a stampede among buyers of 
steel, no matter whether they are 
buying for automobiles, refrigera- 
tors, steel furniture or defense 
items, to cover on steel require- 
ments for many months to come, 
basing their needs on present pro- 
duction rates. 

Naturally, it takes time for mills 
to digest such large bites of busi- 
ness, but they are being handled 
with dispatch, and buyers will re- 
ceive their steel well in advance 
of the time they might have to shut 
down plants for want of material. 

In some cases, it is necessary for 
steel companies to approach cer- 
tain buyers and recommend a scal- 
ing down of tonnage requested, for 


the tendency of buyers in a mar- 
(Continued on Page 8, Col. 4) 


Autonvotiue Nene 


$4. Per Year, 10¢ Per Copy 


984 Booths Set 
To Display Parts 


New Gadgets May Help 
Offset Any Shortage 
of Mechanics 


By Mel Adams 
Staff Correspondent 


CHICAGO.—Brand new in 
the products on display and 
the physical setting in which 
they are exhibited, the annual 
Automotive Service Indus- 


tries Show throws open its 
doors this morning at Navy Pier, 
where it will continue through 
Saturday, Dec. 14. 

Officials of the three sponsoring 
organizations — Motor and Equip- 
ment Manufacturers Assn., Motor 
and Equipment Wholesalers Assn. 
and National Standard Parts Assn. 
— joined in estimating that by 
the time the curtain rings down, 
registrations will top the 25,000 
mark. 

As a sort of tuneup to place job- 
bers and others in the after-market 
industry in a buying mood, the 
NSPA and MEWA staged conven- 
tions Friday and Saturday, the 
former association in Hotel Sher- 
man and the latter at the Stevens 
hotel. These associations and the 
MEMA will be active all week at 
their headquarters in the exposi- 
tion hall. 

The after-market industry, like 
all others just now, is keeping the 
present and future defense situa- 
tion in mind, what with the promi- 
nence being given nationally to 
preparedness. At the same time, 
they are taking nothing for granted 
regarding curtailment of the mar- 
ket for their products, either as 


manufacturers, jobbers or other 
buyers. 
Activities of the manufacturers 


are not confined to their booths 
at the show. Many of them main- 
tain “open house” at their hotel 
headquarters, which are also the 
scenes of special displays stressing 
merchandising ideas and advertis- 
ing plans for the coming year. They 
give no evidence in any direction 
that they intend to slow down 
(Continued on Page 12, Col. 3) 





Finance Men Map 


War 


On Bank, Auto Club Inroads 


Special to Automotive News 

CHICAGO.—Inroads being made 
into volume of finance companies 
by banks and motor clubs, along 
| with the need for a model sales 
contract by legislation and the 
matter of handling sales on time 
to men within the draft age, oc- 
cupied delegates to the American 
Finance Conference convention last 
week in the Palmer House. 

With regard to automobile clubs, 
it was revealed by Byron S. Coon, 
|a director of the organization, that | 
American Touring Bureau has'| 
| been formed and is now function- | 
|}ing on a plan of owner service 
| competing with such clubs. This is | 
the answer of finance men to the | 
|trend among motor clubs along | 
lines of bearing down on the 
|handling of financing and insur- | 
ance. 
Arthur W. Newton, vice-presi- | 
‘dent of First National Bank of! 





Chicago, explained the invasion of 
the retail automobile financing 
field by these institutions as due to 
the low interest rate situation 
which has militated against profits 
on a regular banking basis. 

To which Sen. G. Earl Ingram 
of Wisconsin countered that the 
answer is for finance companies to 
compete against the banks by ac- 
cepting deposits. 


George W. Omacht, general 


'counsel of Associates Investment 


Co., and J. H. Lander, vice-presi- 
dent of Automobile Finance Co., 
reported that the 1940 Soldiers and 
Sailors Civil Relief Act has re- 
sulted in no increase in reposses- 
sions and is receiving fair coopera- 
tion from debtors in the draft age 
class. Omacht also outlined terms 
of a model installment contract 
law which he contended will aid 
finance firms, dealers and the 
(See FINANCE, Page 6, Col. 3) 
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CHICAGO.—Chicago Automobile 
Trade Assn., in its current “Dealer 
Operating Facts” bulletin, exposes 
the contention of some dealers that 
they are smart in stocking up on 
used cars during the winter for 
spring selling at better advantage. 


The bulletin states that such a 
practice is folly because it means 
losses, and that instead of specu- 
lating, the dealers should do every- 
thing within reason to sell their 
used cars in the same market 
those automobiles are traded in. 


The advice given is based upon 
a study of used car price trends 
during the past two years. Here 
is what its bulletin says: 

“Used cars go down sharply in 


Pontiac Records 


New Sales High 
Of 26,629 in Nov. 


PONTIAC.—Although snow and 
ice throughout the greater part of 
the East, North and Middle West 
slowed down deliveries of cars dur- 
ing the final 10 days of November, 
Pontiac retail deliveries for the 
month, held up by the record- 
breaking first 20 days, totaled 26,- 
629, according to D. U. Bathrick, 
general sales manager. 

This is an increase of 23.4 per- 
cent over November, 1939 and just 
under the all-time high for Oc- 
tober of 27,217. The month sstill 
represents the biggest November in 
Pontiac’s history. 

Final 10-day deliveries were 8,- 
859 compared to 7,676 for the same 
period of November, 1939. 


Used car sales, however, con- 
tinued to increase in spite of the 
weather, Bathrick pointed out. The 
final 10 days were the highest of 
the month and total used car sales 
for November were 38,184, an in- 
crease of 33 percent over Novem- 
ber, 1939 and 12.4 percent ahead of 
October just passed. 


Oldsmobile Sales 
Smash Records 


For November 


LANSING.—Oldsmobile sales for 
November reached an all-time high 
for the month, according to D. E. 
Ralston, general sales manager. 

Ralston announced that dealers 
reported sales of 7,296 new cars 
for the final 10 days of the month 
and gained approximately 16 per- 
cent over the 6,297 cars sold dur- 
ing the corresponding period last 
year. 

“Oldsmobile sales for November 
totaled 22,258 units,’ said Ralston. 
“This is a gain of 21 percent over 
the same period a year ago and, in 
addition to being the best Novem- 
ber in the history of Oldsmobile, 
is also the biggest volume of any 
single month since May, 1937. 

“Sales for the first 11 months of 
this year have now reached 183,- 
943 units for an increase of 39 per- 
cent over the 132,115 cars sold dur- 
ing this period last year.” 


Chrysler, UAW 
Report Progress 


DETROIT. — Although both 
Chrysler Corp. and the UAW-CIO 
had agreed to issue no statements 
until conferences had ended, it ap- 
peared certain at press time Fri- 
day that negotiations were pro- 
gressing satisfactorily toward re- 
vision of the present Chrysler- 
UAW contract which expires Dec. 
10. 

The has demanded a 
“union” shop, vacation with pay, 
a flat wage increase, and full 
wages for Army draftees, but it is 
expected that most of these will be 
modified in the final contract. Both 
sides agreed Friday that negotia- 
tions had been amicable to date, 
and the possibility of a strike ap- 
peared remote at this time. 


union 
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Holding Used Cars Till Spring is Folly, CATA Find, 


Winter Depreciation Rate 
Shown to Be Above Average 


value from October to March. In 
fact, the sharpest depreciation of 
the year takes place between these 
months and it’s almost twice as 
great as the drop between April 
and September. 

“From October, 1939, to March, 
1940, the average depreciation was 
12.2 percent. On a used car worth 
$400 in October, that meant only 
$351.20 in March. In the previous 
year, from October, 1938, to March, 
1939, the average depreciation was 
18.2 percent. On a used car worth 
$400 in October, that meant only 
$327 in March. 

“The above figures are based on 
values shown for popular models 
for 1936, 1937, 1938 and 1939 Buick, 
Cadillac, Chevrolet, Chrysler, De 
Soto, Dodge, Ford, Hudson, Nash, 
Oldsmobile, Packard, Plymouth, 
Pontiac and Studebaker. We used 
both the National Used Car Mar- 
ket Report (Blue Book) and the 
NADA Official Guide for this area, 
and our figures represent an aver- 
age of the depreciations in both 
books for each of the six months 
periods. 

“Without exception, the popular 
model of every make of car depre- 
ciated from October to March in 
both years, the drops running from 
8 percent to 25 percent. 

“Don’t forget that in addition to 
depreciation there’s the expense of 
additional reconditioning of the 
used car carried through the win- 
ter, at least $5 per car. Interest at 
6 percent per year for six months is 
$12 on a $400 car.” Other costs 
figure in too, the bulletin said. 

“Almost anything you can do 
within reason to sell your used 
cars in the same market you take 
them in is better than holding 
them for a price rise that prac- 
tically never takes place.” 


De Soto Nov. Sales 
Spurt 26% Over 


Previous Record 


DETROIT. — November sales of 
De Sotos as well as used cars by 
De Soto dealers established new 
highs over any previous November 
in the company’s history, it was 
announced last week by L. G. Peed, 
vice-president. 

“Sales of De Sotos during No- 
vember were 26.5 percent greater 
than those of the previous highest 
November in the company’s his- 
tory in 1937,” said Peed. 


“De Soto dealers’ used car sales 
also set a new record, being 33.5 
percent ahead of those of the 
equivalent month of 1936, the pre- 
vious highest November from this 
standpoint.” 

Indicative of the increasing de- 
mand for De Sotos is the fact that 
sales in November were 39 percent 
greater than those of the preceding 
month, which was the best October 
in the company’s history, according 
to Peed. 


Smith Heads Keystone 


HARRISBURG, Pa. (UTPS). — J. 


Maxwell Smith, for many years secre- | 
tary and general manager of Keystone | 
elected ; 


Automobile Club, has been 
president of the club and its insur- 
ance companies, succeeding J. Borton 
Weeks, his life-long friend and asso- 
ciate, who died Nov. 14. 


OLDSMOBILE’S growth and 


progress 


WILLYS-OVERLAND executives visit Baltimore. Left to right, George Bell, 


assistant general sales manager; J. W. Golden, sales manager; J. . 
Rice, fleet manager, and A. A. Lehroff, president of Maryland 
Co., Baltimore distributor aot an The executives inspected the 
roff on 


resident; B. 
oo 


local showrooms, conferred with 


Frazer, 


sales and distribution in the 


Baltimore area and were entertained at a luncheon by Lehroff. 


Nash Nov. Sales Greatest 


Since 1929, 


KENOSHA, Wis.—Factory sales 
of Nash cars to dealers during No- 
vember set a new all-time high for 
that month and were the greatest 
for any month since 1929, it was 
reported last week by W. A. 
Blees, general sales manager. 

An indication of the rapidity 
with which Nash’s new Ambassa- 
dor “600,” has won public accept- 
ance is that factory shipments for 
the model year to date are already 


Buick Deliveries 
Set New Peak 


For November 


FLINT.— Domestic retail deliv- 
eries of Buicks during November 
totaled 30,166 units, the largest 
volume for this month in the his- 
tory of the company, W. F. Huf- 
stader, general sales manager, an- 
nounced last week. 


Continued strong demand for 
both new and used cars resulted 
in new car sales during the final 
10 days of the month of 10,088 
units and sales of over 16,000 used 
cars, he said. 

The month’s sales compared with 
29,418 in November, 1939 which was 
the previous high. Improvement in 
used car deliveries resulted in a 
substantial reduction in the day’s 
supply of stocks in the hands of 
dealers, Hufstader said. A total of 
44,715 used cars were retailed dur- 
ing the month, compared with 39,- 
239 in the corresponding period 
last year. 


William Earl Co. Named 


Glenside Mills Agent 
NEW YORK.—Announcement is 
made of the appointment of Wil- 
liam Earl Co., Ltd., of Detroit, as 
automotive sales 
representatives 
for Glenside Mills 
Corp. This com- 
pany manufac- 
tures upholstery 
fabrics at their 
plant located at 
Skaneateles Falls, 
ms Be 
P. J. Torchiana, 
president of Glen- 
side, also an- 
nounces at the 
same time, the 
opening of executive offices of the 
corporation in the Chrysler Bldg., 


W. O. Earl 


‘New York. 


in recent years was revealed to 


R. E. Olds, founder of the Olds Motor Works, when he called on D. E. Ralston, 
Oldsmobile’s general sales manager, last week. Olds noted in Automotive News’ 


43-year history. 


Chris 
sales report that Oldsmobile is having the biggest sales year in the company’s | 
b | *‘wide-awake”’ in the indus 


Blees Reports 


up 72 percent over last year, 
despite production delay because 
of unusual plant changes neces- 
sary to produce the new cars. 

“Seldom has an entirely new 
automobile caught the public fancy 
so quickly as the new “600,” Blees 
declared, pointing out that dealer 
showroom traffic was the greatest 
the company has experienced in 
its 25-year history. He attributed 
most of the interest to the com- 
plete newness of the car, its un- 
usual operating economy of from 
25 to 30 miles on a gallon of gaso- 
line, and its great size. 

Operating economy, in _ the 
opinion of Blees, will be an out- 
standing sales factor next year, 
with style, size and riding comfort 
continuing to rank high. 

Running at a highly satisfactory 
rate, sales of Nash’s Ambassador 
Sixes and Eights, were up 105 
percent in the period Oct. 1-Nov. 
oT compared with last year, he 
said. 


Cadillac Breaks 
Sales, Production 


Records in Nov. 


DETROIT.—Climaxing a se- 
quence of business gains that 
found each succeeding report- 
period bettering comparative rec- 
ords, Cadillac sales for last month 
established an all-time high it was 
announced Thursday. 

The 1941 model delivery total for 
the month reached 5,420 units, 
beating the previous peak mark 
the company set in April, 1937. 
Deliveries actually outstripped 
production in spite of a new No- 
vember record in output too. The 
company built 5,417 cars during 
the month. 

The retail delivery of 5,420 cars 
was 22 percent ahead of a year 
ago which was the best Novem- 
ber in Cadillac history. Production 
was likewise ahead of the 1939 
November peak. 

Cadillac also disclosed a new 
high in November for customer 
driveaways. The total surpassed by 
35 percent the October figure, 
former record for cars delivered 


to retail customers at the Detroit 
factory. 


Dodge Truck Sets 
Nov. Sales Record: 
Used Sales Rise 


DETROIT. — General business 
conditions, plus the stimulus of 
expanding defense activity, are 
credited by L. D. Cosart, sales 
manager, Dodge trucks, with a 
marked increase in used truck 
sales and new truck sales. 

“Our records show that used 
truck sales by Dodge dealers in 
November, 1940, were 26.5 percent 
above November, 1939,” said Cosart. 
New truck shipments, he said, were 
the greatest for any November in 
the history of the corporation 
duplicating the record of October, 
1940, when shipments surpassed 
any other October mark since the 
production of Dodge trucks was 
started. 

Sinsabaugh’'s ark 
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Chevrolet Repor 
Sales of 96,83: 
New Units in, 


DETROIT. — Chevrolet dea 
sales of new and used Dassend 
cars and trucks during Nove ’ I ear 
showed substantial gains 4 “You 
comparable periods in 1939 it ek in 
announced here Friday by Wiy,ing t0 
E. Holler, general sales man, Mile deal 

New car sales both for ‘pention 
and for the final 10-day coat jit I 
vanced over 1939, he report, da | 
total of 96,835 units being ret, aded 
during November. Sales jn, genent 
final 10 days totaled 33,052 ypey ¥° 
was also a gain over the com, 
able period in 1939. 


Coupled with these gains , 
reports of an exceptional useq ¥ 
selling month, a total of 1; 
used passenger and commer 
cars being retailed. This § 
tops November, 1939, by 385 
cent, and is 12.3 percent aheajh.. 
October, 1940. : 


In the final 10 days, dealers By 
tailed 65,754 used cars and 
an increase of 49.7 percent , 
the comparable period last » 
and 25 percent ahead of the » 
vious 10-day period this year, 


PAA Calls Meetin 
For Dec. 12; We 
Discuss 1941 Bil 


HARRISBURG, Pa. —S& 
Parker, president of Pennsylva 
Automotive Assn., has called 
meeting of PAA members at E 
risburg, Dec. 12 at 11 a. m, ini 
Harrisburger hotel, for the pur 
of having an open discussion 
motor vehicle code amendme 
which PAA should propose at 
coming session of the legislat 


There is a growing demand 
legal relief in Pennsylvania wh 
automotive merchants sell new® 
used motor vehicles to virgin} 
ers. In the absence of branch 
tribution of license tags, plus 
large number of holidays (s 
offices were closed from Nov.§e 
to Dec. 2), many members 
they should be permitted the 
of a “temporary” marker, or t 
to be distributed by the departm 
of revenue, through properly 
censed dealers. These markers 
be used for a period not to ext 
15 days, pending receipt of @s par 
customer’s official license & condit 
from the bureau of motor vehicgindust 


Such a provision would J - 
border-line dealers to compete #mobil 
an equal basis with dealers in _ 
York, New Jersey and Ohio, w% “- 
license tags are distributed thro th v 
local or branch offices, and Wo eect 
undoubtedly eliminate widespP 


: but si 
illegal use of dealer tags. power 
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Pontiac Names Hersh 
Zone Head at Memp! 


PONTIAC. — H. Gordon Hey] 
has been promoted to the ™ 
gership of the Memphis 20 
Pontiac, accord- i 
ing to D. U. “i 
Bathrick, general » 
sales manager. He 
succeeds L.A. ] 
Fleener, who has : 
resigned to take oy! 
another position. . 

Hersh has been 
assistant zone 
manager at Mem- 
phis since Sep- 
tember, having 
been transferred 
to the field or- ion # One: 
ganization from the positio? whic! 
sales promotion manager * | busir 
central office. | Such 

be ¢ 
Parr, Hernberg, Wile } 
Shifted by Dodge T™ cona 


DETROIT.—Changes in field? — 
sonnel were announced last * 
by Dodge Truck. ASt 

George Parr is now truck at 
sentative in the Pittsburgh - Are 
J. F. Hernberg is representa. HI 
the Boston region and S. “BA sa 
in the Atlanta region. 
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OHN: 
Dean JONN: NADA the other 
“hk in the column. Are they ever 
‘ine to do anything for automo- 
"®, dealers? I attended their con- 
“Eotion in New Orleans in 1936, 
4 if I remember correctly, they 
4a big cannon on the stage 
ied with ammunition — inde- 


ng ret, finance companies—which 

=" gh going to shoot at the 

1€ com ae the next convention in De- 
: sit, they had Rep. Withrow and 

gains we. Federal Trade Commission as 

il used fi way out. 

of 18M-Then in San Francisco, they 

-omm » going to get a change in con- 

“his fig ts or national legislation. 

y 385 i qast year at Washington they 

t aheaidew out federal legislation and 

ww are holding up Richberg as 

dealers He savior for our automobile 

nd trudiiealers. 

rcent of ‘What is going to come of it, I 
last yemay?” 

f the » * ¢ 8 

year, | To this dealer I reply: 


Your memory of the NADA 
onventions is more accurate 
han mine. Your memory on the 
gress they have made since 
time is probably just as ac- 
urate. I am a strong advocate 
or organization, because there 
» many benefits and protec- 
ions to come to any trade that 
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1. —Sean be accomplished only by 
nnsylvaiipint activity. Hence, the well- 
called recognized need in trade or in- 
's at Eadustry for organization. 

m., int * * * 


1€ PUP ala 
sussion POMENS Urged 
endmelo Join Groups 


se atATADA is a democratic institu- 


egislattg tion, made up of directors who 
mand e dealers and are elected by 
nia whealer members in each state of 
11 new@e union. These directors are 
irgin lensitive indeed to the counsel and 
ranch M@dvice from their members. If he 
, plus as not already done so, I would 
ys (sifrevocably advise any automobile 
1 Nov.@ealer to join local, state or 
ibers @ational trade association, and 
1 the @upport them morally, financially 


, or tind actively. 














epartm ‘6 @ 
operly § As Theodore Roosevelt used to 
arkers fay, “Any man owes it to him- 


to exoiiself and to his business to spend 
t of $s part of his time improving the 
ise t§eonditions existing within that 
r vehicfindustry.” There are plenty of 
ld ali tors trying to discourage auto- 
mpete mobile dealer organizations — 
rs in M‘actors that are, on the surface, 
io, whgtterested in automobile dealers, 
i throm%Ut who are first interested in 
nd wa'temselves, These factors do not 
idesp tly attack these activities, 

but subtly do everything in their 
power to sabotage them. 

Ba * * 


h =Plany Cut-Throat 


emp ractices Ended 


on Het ] HEN there is another group of 
1¢ mF influences that claim to be, and 
zone L0uld be, friendly to automobile 
talers, but they continue a pica- 
une harassment of association ac- 
- @vity more or less to bolster up 
4 llr own exaggerated ego. 
: .* & ® 
Great good can be accomplished 
a” automobile dealers by being 
SB) “ited. Although they are com- 
betitors for customers, they can 
- defend and advance their com- 
mon interests. Many local as- 
‘ociations have gone a long way 
&® cooperative effort, and 
Hert} through ~=mutual understanding 
ve prevented much of the dis- 
ition F"Mest and cut-throat practices 
_ at Walch are demoralizing this 
)°USiIness in many other areas. 
ee cooperation obviously can 
|" carried on only by local as- 
co’ | “ciations where they are close 
Tr kether, work under the same 
onditions, 











and they can _ in- 
field fluence local ordinances § and 
st * Public opinion. 

* * 
; reptate Associations 
repa 7 e 
tat {re Essential 
wi E state association is neces- 
, Sary and essential because there 











Dealers’ or salesmen’s comments, questions or requests may be 
addressed to John 0. Munn in care of Automotive News, Detroit, 
and the writer’s name will be kept in confidence if requested. 
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\, Dealers tell me 


By John O. Munn 


are certain broad principles with- 
in the boundaries of the state 
which can only be attained by 
state effort. An example of ac- 
complishments in this regard, in 
many schools of thought, is the 
Wisconsin association, the ac- 
tivities of which you read about in 
AUTOMOTIVE News several weeks 
ago. If laws are necessary for the 
regulation of this trade, they 
should be state laws, rather than 
federal laws, because automobile 
retailing is intra-state business. So, 
state associations are essential. 
* * € 


The national association binds 
all this activity together —and 
should give direction and leader- 
ship to it. National organization 
is also necessary because many 
of the industry’s problems can- 
not find their solution in local or 
state activity. The automobile 
dealer situation is influenced by 
their manufacturers more than 
any other trade group, and much 
of their ability to cooperate in 
maintaining fair competition is 
affected deeply by the policies of 
these manufacturers. 


* * * 
What Is 
Richberg Doing? 
1. is also national legisla- 

tion on the question of unfair 

taxes, national defense, and ad- 
vancement through education and 
understanding. There is no one to 
serve, and no united front to bring 
reasonable and effective influence 
to bear upon these objectives, un- 
less such a strong national or- 
ganization exists. 

* * * 

But you ask about Richberg— 
“What is he going to do?” Well, 
what do you think? I can say 
this much—it is unfair to the 
dealers who serve on the com- 
mittees and to the trade whom 
they attempt to serve, to have 
these dealers formulate the 
NADA policy each year. The as- 
sociation should have executive 
leadership that is permanent— 
leadership that knows what can 
be accomplished and how to best 
accomplish it, and can hold fast 
to that goal and line up the sup- 
port for it. 

* * * 


Are Primarily 
For Themselves 


ICHBERG has a good record, 

and if his effort with the NADA 
does no more than consolidate and 
unify the views of dealers, he will 
have served the association well. 
He is negotiating with factories 
now, but he will find the same con- 
dition as has always existed—that 
every manufacturer has a strong 
desire to cooperate with his deal- 
ers, but every manufacturer, as is 
natural, has a stronger desire to 
control that relationship for the 
primary benefit of himself. 

a a * 

Because Richberg has_ had 
some experience with labor or- 
ganization, many dealers feel 
that he will use labor tactics to 
obtain results, but I feel that 
such dealers are in error. Labor 
unions fight for a standardized 
income, and an automobile mer- 
chant is an independent business 
man, and is not seeking stand- 
ardized conditions. He wants to 
remain independent with an op- 
portunity to make more money 
according to his ability to do 
more business. He cannot join 
ANY movement that would limit 
his opportunities, because in so 


doing he would be abandoning 
his fundamental aims. 

* x * 
JUT you won't have to wait 


much longer to find out what 
Richberg will or can do, because 
the report of his past activities 
and future plans will be made at 
the NADA convention in Pitts- 


burgh Jan. 20-23. Be there. 
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Syracuse Dealers’ United Front 





More Comments: 







































Factory Paternalism? 

“Am much concerned at a sug- 
gestion of Stanley H. Horner, 
president of National Automobile 
Dealers Assn., that, on a recent 
trip around the country, he found 
numbers of dealers favorable to 
asking automobile factories to hold 
back part of their profit for paying 
such dealers at the end of a car 
model year. 

“It seems to me that dealers 
themselves are admitting that they 
can’t handle their capital and 
business when they think this is 
good policy. Personally, I would 


6 Speakers Listed 
By NADA for Its 


Annual Meeting 


DETROIT.—Program to date for 
National Automobile Dealers 
Assn.’s annual convention Jan. 20- 
23 in Pittsburgh was announced 
Friday as follows: 

Speakers—J. Lester Perry, presi- 
dent, Carnegie-Illinois Steel Corp.; 
Arthur O. Dietz, president, Com- 
mercial Investment Trust Corp. 
Subject: “Obligations of Manage- 
ment Under the Defense Program;” 
Donald R. Richberg, special coun- 
sel, NADA. Subject: “Unrestrained 
vs. Civilized Competition;” Philip 
M. Klutznick, counsel, Nebraska 
Automobile Dealers Assn. Subject: 
“State Legislative Programs;” J. B. 
Van Tassell, business manage- 
ment consultant, Chicago Automo- 
bile Trade Assn. Subject: “Making 
Management Pay Dividends;” Lake 
Hays, counsel, Universal Under- 
writers. 

Entertainment — Luncheon given 
by Pittsburgh Automobile Dealers 
Assn., Tuesday noon, Jan. 21; spe- 
cial feature party given by C. I. T., 
Tuesday evening, Jan. 22; lunch- 
eon given by Universal Underwrit- 
ers of Kansas City, Wednesday 
noon, Jan. 22; cocktail party given 
by Commercial Credit Corp., Jan. 
13; cocktail and bridge party for 
ladies, given by Nicholson Steam- 
ship Co., who will also provide ad- 
ditional entertainment throughout 
the convention for the ladies. 


Klingler to Speak 
At Conn. Dealers 


Assn. Convention 


HARTFORD, Conn.—H. J. 
Klingler, Pontiac president and 
general manager, will be principal 
speaker at the 19th annual ban- 
quet closing the convention of 
Connecticut Automotive Trades 
Assn., at Hotel Bond here Tues- 
day, Dec. 10. Governor Raymond E. 
Baldwin and other state officials 
will attend. 


Discussion of wage and hour law 
rulings and other management 
problems and suggestions for the 
1941 legislative program will fea- 
ture the afternoon business session 
opening at 2 p.m. 


Kempthorn ‘Heads 


Dealers in Canton 


CANTON, O.—James O. Kemp- 
thorn, of Kempthorn Motors, was 
elected president of Stark County 
Automobile Dealers Assn. for 1941, 
at the first meeting of the new 
board of directors. He succeeds S. 
L. Bowlus, Bowlus Service Co., who 
served as president in 1940. 


J. S. Sanders, Progressive Chev- 
rolet Co. of Massillon, was elected 
vice-president; S. L. Bowlus, treas- 
urer, and Charles M. Isaac, execu- 
tive manager. 

The new board of directors is 
composed of the officers plus John 
C. Kramer, Kramer Motor Co.; W. 
J. Edwards, Edwards Motor Co.; 





Cc. C. Ewing, Ewing Chevrolet Sales 
and Service; H. N. Le Morder, L. 
& M. Buick Sales & Service, and 
George P. Maloney sr. 










Hold-Back Profit Plan 


resist very strenuously such action 
by the factories. 


don’t they set up reserves with 
reliable finance 
dealers get their cars released by 
the factories through a hookup with 
a finance company, who pays at 
the factories and bills the dealers. 
Then the dealer may sign a whole- 
sale floor plan note for the cars, 
or pay them off in cash, and carry 
them himself. 


them off, why can’t he over-pay 
to the finance company, and thus 
set up a reserve? For instance, a 
dealer handling 300 new units a 
year could pay an extra $10 on 


should be more acceptable to deal- 
ers, as it leaves them free to run 


Joseph De Marsh, J. & J. Motors; | 





Map Procedure 
In Coping With 


Defense Problems 


By J. Burr Bell 
Staff Correspondent 

SYRACUSE. — Alive to the fact 
that new conditions created by the 
National Defense program are 
likely to affect the automobile 
business in an increasingly impor- 
tant degree next year, the Syracuse 
Automobile Dealers Assn. is pre- 
paring to present a united front 
in dealing with those conditions 
so far as their own interests, and 
those of customers, are concerned. 

Directors of the association met 
at Hotel Syracuse last Tuesday 
and took preliminary steps toward 
the establishment of the proposed 
united front by the 50-odd dealers 
belonging to the organization. As 
later explained by Frank G. Revoir, 
president of the association, it is 
planned to hold an evening meeting 
of the dealers and all their sales- 
men, at which policies agreed upon 
by the dealers will be laid before 
the salesmen, and an effort made 
to stimulate an all-around spirit 
of cooperation. 

Exactly what policies the dealers 
are to adopt has not yet been 
decided, but they will chiefly be 
predicated upon: 

1 The possibility that priorities on 

steel deliveries will lead to a 
shortage of new cars before the 
end of 1941. 

Indications that industrial em- 

ployment and payrolls in the 
Syracuse area will continue at a 
peak level during the next two 
years or longer, insuring strong 
public purchasing power. 

Probability that there will be a 

steadily increasing demand for 
used cars, and that such cars in 
the hands of dealers holding fac- 
tory franchises will be considered 
an “asset” rather than a “liability.” 

Revoir said that a line of pro- 
cedure in bringing about united 
dealership action, and _ definite 
plans for the proposed general 
meeting of dealers and salesmen, 
probably will be announced shortly, 
following another special meeting 
of the association directors. 


Oklahoma Forms 
State Dealer Assn.; 
Simpson Elected 


OKLAHOMA CITY.—A statewide 
organization of automobile dealers 
has been formed here with most 
dealers in the state holding mem- 
bership. 

O. L. Simpson of the Simpson 
Motor Co. is new president of the 
organization; W. Denison of 
Denison Motor Co. is first vice- 
president; R. L. Ledterman is sec- 
ond vice-president; A. R. Christie 
of Norton-Christie Co., secretary, 
and A. L. Christie of the same firm, 
treasurer. 

A board of directors also was 
named, which includes Frank 
Meadors, W. G. Hawkins, J. R. 
Weldon, W. W. Vance, C. C. Arnold, 
and Frank Kitchen. 





















“If dealers wish this done, why 


companies? All 


“But, when a dealer dces pay 


each car. This would give him 
$3,000 at the end of the year, if 
he were business man enough to 
let it stand and not use it. If 
he wanted a larger reserve, he 
could over-pay as much per unit 
as he wished to do. 

“It would seem that this plan 


their own business. Asking the 
factories to safeguard a dealer’s 
capital smacks of factory paternal- 
ism, it seems.’—G. S. Garth, presi- 
dent, DuBois Motors Corp., Du- 
Bois, Pa. er 


Blames Wild Trading 


“In the Dec. issue of AUTOMOTIVE 
News, your editorial ‘Howzaboutit’ 
is absolutely right. Dealers better 
get organized or get a monopoly 
on the barrel industry for their 
future wearing apparel or they will 
have another occasion to moan. 

“The plight of the dealers to a 
great extent is of their own mak- 
ing and not the factory, not at 
least in our line. Our pressure all 
comes from competition in our own 
line by screwy trading, and that I 
think is true of all lines. 

“Holding back a certain portion 
of the purchase price would not be 
any different than the present re- 
troactive and would be used up in 
the same manner as now. They 
would keep right on playing with 
that, hoping to be in business long 
enough to collect it. 


“I think that now more than 
ever your paper has an opportun- 
ity to get behind the dealers and 
really impress them with the seri- 
ousness of their wild trading. 

“Here is a comedy act that takes 
place in practically every dealer- 
ship in town every day: While the 
new car salesman is trying his 
damndest to get a ’36 model into 
the place for $400, a used car man 
is trying his damndest to plead, 
bully and cry a prospect into buy- 
ing one just like it for $195. Smart 
business, I say. 

“Dealers must organize and puta 
ceiling on allowance and_ then 
crack down on violators of any 
agreement reached. Or else.”—Bud 
De La Hunt, president, De La 
Hunt Motor Co., Milwaukee. 





Ss A 
brated the recent appointment of his organization as Lincoln-Mercury distributor 
by flying a large group of employes and dealers to Detroit in two _ special 
American Airline transports for a driveaway of 40 Mercury and 14 Lincoln- 


McDONALD, president of McDonald-Gilfillan Co., Minneapolis, cele- 


Zephyr cars. Included among the erry were the following, photographed at 
the Ford Rotunda. Left to right, L. T. Kouns, Lincoln-Mercury department, 
Twin Cities Branch, Ford Motor Co.; L. J. Berman, Sturr Motor Co., Albert Lea, 
Minn.; L. A. Rodelius, Minar-Rodelius Co., Willmar, Minn.; G. C. McCluskey, 
Faribault Motors, Inc., Faribault, Minn.; W. D. Bastien, Tenvoorde Motor Co., 
| St. Cloud, Minn.; Klaus C. Klockner, Park Motor Co., Fairmont, Minn.; L. J. 
| Sweeney, and McDonald. 


Lincoln-Mercury Division, Twin Cities Branch, 
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AUTOMOTIVE 


OUR PLATFORM 


1. A continuing understanding between manufac- 
turer and dealer, and fair profits for both. 
An eventual profit for the dealer on every used 
vehicle handled. 
Better dealer service and lubrication facilities 
operated at a profit. 
No diversion of fuel taxes from their intended 
use in highway construction and maintenance. 
No government bureaucracy control of the auto- 
motive industry. 
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Trucking’s Bible 


HE traveling public is familiar with the Gideon Bible, 

found in most hotel rooms throughout the country. It 
isn’t forced upon you — it’s a suggestion — you don’t have 
to read it, but it’s there, a silent messenger conveying to 
you the Word of God. Sinner or saint, you often pick it up 
and gain religious inspiration. Comparable with this and 
applicable to the trucking industry is the Eastman Report, 
prepared by Joseph B. Eastman, chairman of the Interstate 
Commerce Commission and formerly federal coordinator of 
transportation, who spent seven years on it and put it out 
in four volumes entitled “Public Aids to Transportation.” 


That Eastman Report has become the bible of the truck- 
ers — or should be, because it presents in an unbiased way 
the story the truck owners want the general public to read. 
It’s the answer to the anti-truck propaganda put out by 
selfish interests to hamstring, if possible, the competition 
put up by the commercial users of the highway. Is it being 
used by the truckers in this battle for freight business? 
Generally speaking, we would say no. It would seem to us 
that the very ones who should be using the Eastman Report 
as a mighty weapon, are apathetic — they leave the report 
on their shelves, accumulating dust. 


A movement has been started by Harvey Fruehauf to 
arouse the trucking industry to the value of the Eastman 
Report through posters displayed in prominent spots where 
the public may read the highlights contained therein, for 
the benefit of those who will not go through four volumes 
to get the milk out of the particular cocoanut. For instance, 
that highway transportation overpaid its fair share of road 
and street costs in one comparable year by $110,722,000; 
whereas railroads were subsidized $35,635,000; waterways, 
$128,528,000; airways, $21,010,000. In the typical year of 
1932 “for-hire” trucks above one and one-half tons capacity, 
over-paid their share of highway costs by $4,500,000. 


We urge the trucking industry not to hide this “light” 
under a bushel — let the glare of national publicity be 
turned on it, and let the public be the judge. 


As the Twig is Bent 


eo year in the two last decades manufacturers of 
parts, accessories and equipment for the automobile 
industry have been foregathering under their national mar- 
ket tent to display their wares to the jobbers. It’s a three- 
ring circus, in that the Automotive Service Industries show 
is sponsored by the Motor and Equipment Manufacturers 
Assn., the Motor and Equipment Wholesalers Assn. and the 
National Standard Parts Assn. Chicago again has the honor 
of housing this 1940 exhibition this week, and 25,000 job- 
bers and their sales staffs are expected to attend. 


National Defense naturally will figure prominently in this | 
year’s show, in that many of the new gadgets and equip- | 
ment may help to offset the growing shortage of mechanics, 
who are being called into factories producing defense prod- 
ucts. It’s believed that many of the new parts and equip-| 
ment will make it easier to utilize newly-trained service | 


men who may not be so expert as those they’re replacing. | 


NEWS 


| quently 
|“whither are we drifting? 
|}as a matter of fact, we may be ad- 


WHITHER There are not very 
ARE WE many of us who be- 
DRIFTING? lieve in what is go- 
ing on these days but 
apparently there are even fewer who 
can do much about it. All around us 
we see the improvement in business, 
reflected in sales and employment, 
but what we don’t like is the fact 
that we have had to borrow from 
Europe this planned economy of 
spending for arms and ammuni- 
tion. We all know this spending 
should be going into the produc- 
tion of food, clothing and the little 
luxuries of life to which every hu- 
man being, be he white, black or 
yellow, is entitled by the birthright 
God gave him. 
* + * 

The hopelessness for the average 
individual comes in the fact that 
there is little he can do about it. 
We are all being dragged along 
nearer to the brink of the precipice 
of actual participation in a world 
cataclysm, but our voices are lost 
in the roar of the maelstrom. Most 
of us are old enough to remember 
how we were dragged into the last 
war. If there is any difference in 
the present pattern, I, for one, am 
not keen enough to discover it. 

* * * 

This all sounds pessimistic and 
yet, deep in my heart, I believe 
that once again in its long history, 
the world is progressing toward a 
better standard of living; a more 
equitable opportunity for every hu- 
man being whether in Europe, 
Asia or in these United States. 
Some months ago, on a train to 
Chicago one afternoon, I had the 
opportunity for a long chat with 
a friend of mine who holds an im- 
portant post in this industry and 
who has spent many years of his 
life in the far corners of the earth. 
He said he believed that eventually 
we were going to get out of this 
war what most of us were dis- 
illusioned enough to believe we 
would get out of the last war. This, 
he said, may be the last world war 
in history and more and more I am 
beginning to believe he is a prophet 
—we all hope so! 

* * * 

No one need tell you or me there 
has been an upheaval in the world 
in the last two decades which has 
stirred the vitals of every form of 
government. We believe, and right- 
ly, that the American form of 
democracy stands out head and 
shoulders above any form of gov- 
ernment ever conceived by man. 
None of us is so bigoted or so 
provincial, however, that we do not 
recognize that greed and selfish- 
ness were gradually undermining 
the very foundations of our form 
of government, even though its 
cornerstone is the principle that 
“all men are free and equal.” 

oa * ad 


No individual and no political 
party anywhere in the world can 
be wholly responsible for such a 
fundamental trend in change as 
has been expressed in every cor- 
ner of the globe during the past 
two decades. The millions of men 
who left the battlefields of 20 years 
ago went home with some very 
definite ideas of conditions which 
they believed should be righted. 
They were the yeast which has 
fomented the present disturbance. 

« * * 

All history proves that the great 
changes in social life and order 
have not been accomplished in a 
single generation. Far from it. We, 
however, live in an impatient age 
and are accustomed to having 
science solve our problems defin- 


itely and completely overnight. We | 


wipe our hands of our past troubles 
and say, “Well, 


” 


that’s over! 


to reduce to the size of a molecule, 
we become frustrated and conse- 
impotent. We wonder 
?” when, 


vancing in a straight line to the 
accomplishment of a great purpose 
not even realizing it.—G.M.S. 


thank goodness | 
So, when we face a| 
great world problem in which our | 
own puny individual efforts seem | 
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Automotive News cartoon by Ogg Fitzgen 


Calling All Jobbers 


In This Corne 


a 
‘Ganging Up 
in this column are thos 
butions will not be accepted but 


The views ex 
Anonymous con 
be observed upon request. 


Used Cars 


Further to ‘“‘a Word in Edgewise’’ of 
Nov. 25, we are glad to pass on the 
following experience: , 

A new “War’’ plant was built about 
five miles from our dealership. Many 
people therefore found new or better 
jobs, and as they had to commute the 
above distance, quite a few workers 
bought a used car, organized a ‘“‘gang”’ 
of fellow commuters, and collected 
enough to meet the capital and operat- 
— Se . 

hen persons of a reliable char- 
acter, using the car strictly for the 
above purpose, purchased, we found 
that a lower down payment could be 
reasonably accepted. 

We would make up the GMAC con- 
tract to show the exact down payment 
and installments (number of bills re- 
ceivable on the side) and have been 
very strict on collections. Due dates 
were always made to coincide with 
the pay dates (6th and 2ist), and 
results so far are good. 

This has resulted in an actual short- 
age of low-priced, ood used cars, 
by all dealers, which is rather un- 
usual. — W. Dugal, vice-president 
and general manager, Cote Boivin Auto 
Service, Inc., Chicoutimi, Que. 


South Dakota 


Due to weather conditions, sale of 
both new and used cars has been 
retarded. During the entire month of 


Coming Events | 


DECEMBER 
9-11—Chicago (Morrison Hotel). Na- 
tional heel and Rim Assn. An- 
nual Convention. 
9-13—New York. National Assn. of 
Manufacturers. Annual Meeting. 
9-14—Chieago (Navy Pier). Annual 
Smheunet ve Service Industries 
ow 


10—Chicago. Motor and Equipment 
Manufacturers Assn. Annual Meet- 


ng. 
10—Seattle. Annual meeting Seattle 
Automobile Dealers Assn. 
| 11-13—New York (Waldorf - Astoria). 
Congress of American Industry. 
13—Chicago. (Hotel Sherman). Au- 
tomotive Engine Rebuilders Assn. 
Mid-Year Meeting. 
JANUARY 
6-10—Detroit. (Book-Cadillac). SAK 
Annual Meeting. 
| 20-23—Pittsburgh. National Automobile 
Dealers Asen. Annual Convention 
24-31—Detroit. Automotive Electric 
Assn. Manufacturer - Distributor 
Conference. 









26-27—Cheyenne. Wyoming Automobile | 


Dealers Assn. annual meeting. 
a — FEBRUARY 
-13 — Milwaukee (Schroeder Hotel). 
Wisc. Petroleum Assn. annual ‘con- 


| vention. 


|Frank H. Joyce is appointe¢ 


e of our readers. 
confidence will 


November travel was_ hazardous 
account of snow and sleet storm 

- K. Rierden, een Riers 
Motor Co., Sioux Falls. 


California 


New car sales for November © 
about 20 percent above last year, 
stocks are low. 

Used car sales have not kept p 
with the new car business and # 
consequence used car stocks are higs 
than usual at this time of the Jt 
Some dealers say they have hig: 
used car stocks than they have ! 
— four or five years so early in 
all. : 
The average used car buyer is 2 
draft age, 21 to 35, and _ these &) 
have hesitated to buy until they 
out if they are to be called. This! 
accounted for the increase in & 
car stocks. E. C. Dahlem, gene 
manager, Wm. L. Hughson Co., * 
Francisco. 


.. » Years Ay 


—from Automotive Naws /v# 


Fifteen Years Ago 
November production is set at 3”: 
cars and trucks, a new industry Tf 
... C. A. Vane, general manage 
National Automobile Assn., says » 
automobile saturation will BO - 
reached until a universal car that 
never wear out is produced... 
son is producing 900 units a day - 
Stanley H. Horner is the newly e* 
president of Washington Autom 
Trades Agsn. 
7 * * 
Ten Years Ago ' 
Studebaker and Borg - Warner 
pooled their patents for_a ree 
ing transmission . . . The Fort 
plane factory has orders for Pte: 
worth of planes . . . Leonard FU" 
is elected head of Illinois Autome 
Dealers are rep’ 


Trade Assn... . far 
volume so 1/4 


very low sales 
month. 
* » * 
Five Years Ago | 

Since the company’s inception, 
000,000 Chevrolets have rolled 0% / 
duction lines . . . Automotive ©.) 
Industries Show at Atlantic Lew A 
all preceding attendance recore™ 
John Muller has been elected De. | 
NSPA . Studebaker’s new 
fornia assembly - 
production. 


plant is 


One Year Ago 
U. S. Rubber is seeking to P™ 
all of the Fisk Corp. plants ad 
trailer output at Hayes Body 
Ross Roy, Inc. will handle ™) i; 
dising and advertising °% 
trucks, beginning Jan. 1. 
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Productive Ability 
Goes to Work for Defense 


W! Americans are a peaceful people, but we want 
an Army and a Navy that can beat anyone we 
might be called upon to meet. 


To help develop such a force, the productive ability 
of the automobile industry is already enlisted. 


Productive ability! 


You could not put a more significant sign than these 
words on the new tank plant which Chrysler Corpora- 
tion is building, equipping and manning for the Army. 


Productive ability! This is the automobile industry’s 
great contribution to national defense. Ability to 
apply the mass production technique so necessary in 
building for national security. 


Automobile plants do not become defense equip- 
ment plants overnight. But men experienced in auto- 
mobile production know how to assemble the men, 
materials and machines to make defense equipment 
on a mass production basis. 


Essentially, this is what we do every year in the 
production of new passenger cars and trucks. 


Determination of what we are going to do, design- 
ing the product, selecting materials, determining 
methods of manufacture, developing and constructing 
tools and machinery, changing over and laying out 
the plant, planning production, all this is preparation 
for turning out a good, useful product. 


Doing new things is part of our life. We cannot 
make a machine that was designed to do a specific 
job on a production line do something that it was not 
designed to do. But we do know what kind of 
machine will do that other job. We 
know who can make it and how 
long it will take. 


We cannot run a Plymouth down 
the line today and a tank tomorrow. 
But we do know what kind of line 
to set up to build that tank; how 
all the factors entering into its 
eficient, economical production 
should be coordinated. ae 


The automobile industry is used 
to change. Giving people better 
Cars and trucks at lower cost has 
required this industry to be always 
on the alert. It is always on the 
lookout for better designs, for bet- 
ter equipment, for better ways to 
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do things, for better layout. 
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Chrysler Mcrine ond Incustrici Engines + Oilite Oi 


It is always training men. It is always looking for bet- 
ter ways to produce the greatest output in a minimum 
floor space; how to eliminate unnecessary handling; 
how to plan and space machinery most effectively; how 
to deliver materials and parts directly to the point 
of use. 

To succeed in our industry we must be able to 
meet quickly the demands required by the progressive 
development of our engineers and our research proj- 
ects. We learn to lick problems in the plant. We 
learn to keep ourselves up to date. 


Cooperation in the national defense program now 
under way is the first order of business for the auto- 
mobile industry. 

Chrysler Corporation recognizes this as a patriotic 
duty. We see in it, too, a great opportunity to demon- 
strate both the military and the civilian usefulness 
of our productive abilities. 

In the last twenty years a great change has taken 
place in transportation in this country. This change 
is directly related to national defense. The automo- 
bile, both passenger car and truck, plays an essential 
rcle in the national economy. 


The military usefulness of the motor vehicle began 
to be recognized in the last world war. Today people 
realize that an adequate national defense calls for 
both the civilian and the military usefulness of the 
motor Car. 


The autcmobile industry is resourceful enough to 
take in its stride both its share of the business of 
national defense. insofar as the Government needs 
its help, and its share of the job 
of maintaining production for 
civilian use. 


= 


New Plymouth, Dodze, DeSoto and 
Chrysler passenger cars, and Dodge 
trucks for 1941, uphold Chrysler Cor- 
poration’: tradition of giving the motor- 
ing public each year greater values and 
better service. 


Embodying many mechanical im- 
provements, including fluid drive and 
meu transmissions, and larger, roomier, 
more beautiful bodies, these 1941 moad- 
els are finer automobiles than Chrysler 
Corporation bas ever before produced. 


lek Coyporalion 
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DETROIT. — Even though $10,- 
000,000,000 in defense contracts 
have already been placed with 
manufacturers in the United 
States, the big orders for motor- 
ized equipment are yet to come, 
it was revealed in Washington last 
week. 


According to procurement of- 
ficers of the Army, there remains 
an additional $2,000,000,000 in de- 
fense contracts to be allocated and 
most of this will be used to bring 
the strength of the motorized 
forces up to 186,000 units, the 
Army’s goal. 


Assistant Secretary of War Rob- 
ert B. Patterson revealed recently 
that about 16,000 motorized vehi- 
cles had already been delivered to 
the Army and that 39,000 more are 
to be delivered by Jan. 15. Large 
contracts have already been 
awarded to Dodge, Chevrolet, 
White and several other truck 


K. T. Keller Names 
Nonenmacher New 


Special Assistant 


DETROIT. — Guy Nonenmacher, 
who was associated with the late 
Walter P. Chrysler for 28 years, 
has been ap- 
pointed special 
assistant to the 
president of 
Chrysler Corp., K. 
T. Keller an- 
nounced last 
week. 

Nonenmacher 
will have his of- 
fice at the High- 
land Park plant. 
His principal 
function will be to 
work with Keller 
and assist him in the activities of 
the corporation. 

Nonenmacher joined Walter P. 
Chrysler at Buick Motor Co. in 
1912. From 1912 until 1940, with 
the exception of two years in the 
United States Army in the last 
war, Nonenmacher remained with 
Mr. Chrysler. During the last 10 
years he served on Mr. Chrysler’s 
staff in his New York office. 





Nonenmacher 
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HIGH NICKEL 


ALLOYS FOR HIGH STRENGTH 


Special high Nickel alloys for air- 
craft construction are described 
by Kenneth R. Jackman, in the 
SAE Journal, November, 1940. His 
article is titled, “Modern Aircraft 
Materials and Their Testing.” The 
author charts physical properties 
of several high Nickel alloys and 
emphasizes their excellent tensile 
properties, ranging from 125,000 to 
260,000 lbs. per sq. in. Without in- 
tergranular corrosion, one _ type 
alloy utilized for aircraft engine 
exhaust collectors and manifolds, 
and for engine shrouding and fire 
walls, maintains its high physical 
properties at elevated tempera- 
tures. It can be die formed more 
severely than previously used al- 
loys. Another of these Nickel alloys 
has the peculiar property of with- 
standing considerable cold-working 
which, aided by subsequent heat- 
treatment, increases _ tensile 
strength to 175,000 Ibs. per sq. in. 
The inherent strength and tough- 
ness of this Nickel alloyed ma- 
terial are vitally useful in produc- 
ing corrosion-resistant ball bear- 
ings and flexible 
control cables for 
America’s new 
wings. 
THE 

INTERNATIONAL 
NICKEL COMPANY 


INC. New York, N.Y. 





AUTOMOTIVE NEWS, DECEMBER 9, 1940 


builders. As far as can be ascer- 
tained five types of vehicles have 
been standardized: one - half -ton 
truck, 1%-ton, 2%-ton, 4-ton and 
6-ton chassis. 

There are also odd types of 
combat cars to be produced, such 
as the mosquito fleet being pro- 
duced by Bantam and Ford, and 
high speed armored scout cars 
equipped with half-track treads 
for road or rough terrain work. 
All manufacturers have been asked 
to standardize parts as much as 
possible, and this has facilitated 
the servicing of the ‘units. 


However, the automobile indus- 
try has more than motorized 
equipment to build and, with air- 
plane engines, tanks, shell casings 
and other equipment on order, it is 
expected that by spring the motor 
industry will begin to feel the 
pressure from a shortage of skilled 
workers. 


In the Detroit area alone, eight 
automobile and parts companies 
currently are spending more than 
$120,000,000 on new plant construc- 
tion and machinery and tools for 
the mass production of war imple- 
ments. As for contracts for actual 
armament, the Detroit area has on 
its books $1,000,000,000 in orders 
and another $500,000,000 is expected 
from aircraft manufacturers. 


It was also revealed here last 
week that at least two large truck 
manufacturers are putting in me- 
chanic training schools to train 
men in the servicing of the huge 
fleet of trucks, which will be used 
in the Army maneuvers in the 
spring. The plan will be to bring 
Army students right down to the 
factory and train them under the 
supervision of company service 
instructors. 
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Tank Tests 


OLD WESTBURY, N. Y.—Gov- 
ernment officials and Army of- 
ficers have been observing tests of 
a new tank on an estate north of 
Roosevelt Field, near here. 


According to the report, the tank 
is powered with a diesel engine in 
the rear and has eight large, 
rubber-tired wheels, which are 
chain driven. The tank carries a 
crew of four men and is capable 
of 80 miles an hour, according to 
the report. 


Millen, Schultz Named 
To New Posts at Olds 


LANSING.—Promotions to posts 
in the wholesale field for two mem- 
bers of the home office staff are 
announced by D. E. Ralston, gen- 
eral sales manager of Oldsmobile. 


Homer C. Millen of the sales 
promotion department, has been 
transferred to the Minneapolis 
zone under Russell Lesher, zone 
manager. Carl F. Schultz of the 
factory service department has 
been made a sales representative 
in the Atlanta zone under J. M. 
Wilson, zone manager. 


Army Promotes Warner 


PHILADELPHIA. Frank A. 
Warner, vice-president of Mack Inter- 
national Truck Corp., has been pro- 
moted by the Governor of Pennsylvania 
from colonel to brigadier-general of 


Pennsylvania National Guard. 





BULLET-SEALING tank in process 
of installation in a nearly completed 
fighting plane. The _ tank, developed 
by United States Rubber Co., is shown 
being installed in a bomber under 
construction in a California plant of 


Douglas Aircraft Co. 
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COMPLETING PLANS for Naval School at Ford plant. Three hundred and 


thirty Navy men will arrive in Dearborn about the middle of January for a 
three months’ course in machine, metal, woodwork, and other trades to be 
given them in the Rouge plant of the Ford Motor Co. The students will be 
housed in a barracks now under construction on property given the Navy for 


that purpose by Henry Ford. Shown here inspecting a scale model of the 


Rouge plant are, left to right, 
the Ninth Naval District; 
president of Ford Motor Co. 


In Carrier 


DETROIT.—After weeks of con- 
sideration the Interstate Com- 
merce Commission has issued three 
amendments to the safety rules 
and regulations and made them 
applicable to all common and con- 
tract carriers as well as to private 
earriers coming under the ICC 
jurisdiction. The changes follow: 


Rule 1 (d) of the ICC hours of 
service regulations provided that 
all time spent on a moving vehicle 
and any interval not in excess of 
10 minutes in which a driver is on 
duty but not on a moving vehicle 
shall be considered as_ driving 
time. This rule has been modified 
effective Dec. 10, 1940, to provide 
that all stops made in any one 
town may be computed as one if 
the driver has not driven or oper- 
ated the motor vehicle more than 
10 miles in such village, town or 
city. For example, five stops of 
five minutes each totaling 25 min- 
utes made in a single town where 
the total number of miles driven 
in such town did not exceed 10 
miles would not be considered as 
driving time, but would merely 
count as time on duty other than 
driving. 

Rule 3 (a) has been amended 
effective the same date, to provide 
that this rule shall not apply with 
respect to drivers of motor vehicles 
engaged solely in making de- 
liveries for retail stores during the 
period from Dec. 10-25 both in- 
clusive, of each year. This is the 
rule which limited a driver to 60 
hours a week on duty, and as 
amended would not be applicable 
between the dates mentioned to 
drivers engaged solely in making 
deliveries for retail stores. 


The third change as provided by 
the commission is with respect to 


Finance 


(Continued from Page 1) 

public if incorporate? into all- 
state legislation. 

Officers elected at the final ses- 
sion were: 

President, Herman A. Moore, 
Charlotte, N. C.; vice-president and 
chairman of the executive com- 
mittee, Harry Solomon, Lima, O.; 
vice-president, Gene Griffith, Den- 
ver,. and secretary-treasurer, John 
W. R. Tennant, Chicago. 

the conference two-day 
meeting was concluded Friday, 
National Assn. of Sales Finance 
Companies met, also at the Palmer 
House Saturday to discuss legisla- 
tion, public relations, the defense 


After 


of the industry against its critics, | 


and subjects. 

Clarence L. Landen, president of 
NASFC, opened the session, after 
which addresses were delivered by 
Joseph G. Myerson, counsel of CIT 


Corp., on the proposed retail in- 


stallment sales act; Hugh J. Bur- | 


ras, vice-president of Theodore R. 
Sills & Co., on public relations, and 
Victor L. Brown, president of 
Motors Acceptance Corp., on why 
the association should be 
tinued. 


Rear Admiral 
Ford; Commander A. 


ICC Makes Three Changes 


con- | 


John Downes, commandant of 
H. Richards and Edsel Ford, | 


Safety Rules 


rule 5 (a). As it now reads, drivers 
who operate motor vehicles wholly 
within a municipality or between 
contiguous municipalities are ex- 
empt from the requirement of | 
keeping a driver’s log. Under the} 
rule as amended the exemption 
has been extended to include zones | 
adjacent to and commercially a/| 
part of any such municipality. 


ASME Pledges 
Aid to Defense, | 


Honors Kettering | 


NEW YORK.—Immediate estab- 
lishment of a board of planning'| 
and research through which in- 
dustries expanded beyond normal | 
may be geared to produce a “better | 
living in a time of peace” was pro- | 
posed by William L. Batt, presi- | 
dent of SKF Indusr‘ries, Inc., and 
deputy commissioner of the _ in-| 
dustrial materials division of the | 
National Defense Advisory Com- | 
mission, in addressing a dinner of 
the American Society of e- 
chanical Engineers during its 61st | 
annual meeting here last week. 

Also a feature of the dinner was | 
the society’s announcement of nine | 
awards for contributions to engi- 
neering. Heading the award list 
was Charles F. Kettering, General 
Motors vice-president in charge of 
research, who received in absentia 
the ASME medal for outstanding 
inventions and research. 

Batt’s speech at the dinner fol- 
lowed an address earlier in the 
day by Warren H. McBryde, re- 
tiring president, who pledged that | 
the resources of the society, which 
has 15,000 members, would be! 
available to the defense program. | 


Purolator Expands 
NEWARK, N. J.—Recent completion 
of an additional 15,000 square feet of 
factory space for Purolator Products. | 
Inc., here, has been announced by 
E. B. Headden, vice-president in charge 
of production. 





FIRST STEEL GOES UP on one 


| Texas Democrat, 
| a subcommittee to explore he 





F of 
| construction by the Packard Motor Car Co. 
of 9,000 Rolls Royce warplane engines. 
is that for the big freight tunnel connecting the main assembly plant 


Defense 


Washington: 
House Consider 
Curbing Strike, 


In Defense Wo; 


WASHINGTON.— The House 
diciary committee last week 
cretly started machinery des, 
to impose legal curbs on la 
right to strike in national def,, 
industries. j 

Chairman Hatton W. Symp, 
decided to apo 


weapons through which it jg ; 
lieved industrial peace can | 
maintained, including one used 
Woodrow Wilson in the wy, 
War. 

Wilson told strikers at Rem; 
ton Arms plant during the |, 
war, that unless they returnej 
work under an arbitration awe 


they would be barred from empl 


ment in all defense factories ; 
a year. He said also that the ¢ 


| board would be instructed to yw: 
their exemptions based on “alles 


usefulness in war production. 


Before such action could be tai 
now, arbitration machinery wo 
have to be set up and the & 
scription law amended. 

Strikes, such as that at Vu 
Aircraft recently, would thus 
done away with. 

Union leaders want to deny Fy 
Motor all defense contracts beca; 
Ford has defied union efforts 
organize his plants and has } 


| cited by the NLRB ffor anti-uw; 


activity. 
es 


Defense Tool Control 


WASHINGTON.—The governns 
attacked the problem of gett 
enough machine tools for defer 
industries on two fronts last we 
announcing that its control o 
machine-tool exports would be ¢ 
plained shortly and appealing ‘ 
a pooling of existing facilities 
countless communities. 


Subcontracts Hel 


Key to Speed lj 
National Defen: 


TOLEDO. Subcontracting 
parts and material processing ' 
small shops in the industrial ce 
ers as well as the small cities 
the nation will help relieve 


| bottleneck in machine tool prod 


tion and ease the way oft 
defense program. J 

This is the view of John - 
Biggers, president of the Libb 
Owens-Ford Glass Co., who now 
a dollar-a-year executive assist 
to William S. Knudsen, chairm 
of National Defense Advisory (0 
mission. 

The commission analysts belie 
that the current defense progr 
will furnish reemployment 1: 
800,000 persons directly and in 


| rectly. It may raise the natiom 


income to $102,000,000,000 annus 


“Dealers Tell Me," by John | 
Munn, is an open forum for 
expression of dealers’ opinions, 
appears weekly in Automotive N 


—s* 


factory units “ 
‘ produc 

this pi 
of | 


three principal 
in preparation for the 


Construction going on in 


Packard Rolls Royce project with the test, tear-down and re-assembly PY 


The tunnel passes under Packard Ave. 


(Detroit) and three lines of 


track to connect with the test buildings located on the small Packard Pm 


ground facing on Harper Ave. 


I 








Big Orders for Motorized Army Units Still To Com! 
Truck Makers Will Train 


Army’s Service Mechanics 
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ni 1@ MORE ECONOMY 

= (@ MORE POWER 

“/® OVER 30 MILES PER GALLON 
[© MORE STYLE AND BEAUTY 
|© MORE SAFETY 

ie MORE VALUE 


The new 1941 Willys AMERICAR 
~a FULL-SIZE car offering to its 
y|steat dealer body an opportunity 

\Yaheard of before. 


Retaining Willys supremacy as 
swe the lowest priced FULL-SIZE car 
«“1'N the world, Willys AMERICAR is 
‘™ NMOdern in every respect, a Car that 
‘tyone of whatever income class 
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may drive with pride on any road, 
display with pride in any company. 

It fulfills a demand for efficiency 
plus economy that will surge like a 
rising tide across the country in1941. 


SEE AND DRIVE THE FINE AMERICAR 
AND YOU WILL AGREE ITS BEAUTY AND 
VALUE ARE ALL WE CLAIM IT TO BE. 


The fine AMERICAR with all its high 
quality features can be bought for less 
money than any other FULL-SIZE car in 


America ... It removes the last valid 


atti i ae ha: eM bal ae le 


CFT 


*Federal, state and local taxes, if any, plus 
transportation, extra. 


FOR COUPE 
AND $665°* 
FOR SEDAN 
ILLUSTRATED 











The AMERICAR stands supreme 
as the car that meets America’s re- 
quirements. 


It represents a great profit op- 
portunity knocking at your door. 


The 1941 Willys AMERICAR fran- 
chise is available to alert merchants 
who wish to share in the great profit 
possibilities this fine car offers. 


MAIL THIS COUPON NOW! 


| W illys-Overland Motors, Inc., Toledo,Ohio 
| Tell me how I can make money with 

America’s lowest priced FULL-SIZE car. I 
| want all the details—quick! 


Name 


A ddre Dima 
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Oct. Motor Exports Hit 2nd Highest Mark Since ’24/\ 


AUTOMOTIVE NEWS, DECEMBER 9, 1940 


British Possessions Get 
Most Commercial Vehicles 


WASHINGTON. — United States 
exports of automotive products in 
October, second highest of any 
month since 1929, were valued at 
$24,987,342, the motive products di- 
vision, department of commerce, 
reported last week. 


This was an increase of almost 
50 percent over September ship- 
ments, and about 25 percent above 
exports in October, 1939. 


Passenger car shipments valued 
at $4,529,608 were up 162 percent 
over the September figure of $1,- 
689,673; truck and bus exports, 
valued at $7,431,471 were 49 percent 
above September shipments valued 
at $4,957,223. Miscellaneous auto- 
motive products exported in Octo- 
ber were 28 percent above Septem- 
ber at $13,026,263. 

Ten-month totals for automotive 
exports in 1940 were practically 
identical with the value of ship- 










It’s simple to use Fluorescent in 


Certified” FLEUR-O-LIERS 


..- to get better display for Faster Sales 


Exaggeration? Maybe . . . but some people buy clothes and other 
things that way. And with so many exciting new colors and 
styles in automobiles, it pays to display them to the best advan- 
tage. With higher-level fluorescent lighting in new efficient 
Certified*® FLEUR-O-LIER fixtures, your prospect can more 
easily see the fine details you talk about. These “windows of 
daylight” bring out beautiful new colors in their true values 
..- help customers make faster decisions—which means faster 


sales for you. 


FLEUR-O-LIERS are made by 35 leading fixture manufacturers ... 
certified by Electrical Testing Laboratories for good lighting 


—safe, dependable service. 


The certified auxiliaries (ballasts and starters) used in 
Certified* FLEUR-O-LIERS are built to operate with 
the Fluorescent lamps for which they are designed. This 
is important because it means that all parts are balanced 
for economical and satisfactory operation. 


Ask your contractor or electrical dealer for information 
about Certified® FLEUR-O-LIERS—or tear out and mail 
coupon below for Fact Book and list of manufacturers of 


certified equipment. 


aS 


ments in the same period of 1939 
at $219,764,262. With shipments for 
the two closing months expected to 
maintain the October level, the 
final figure for 1940 should show a 
slight improvement over 1939. 


Leading markets for passenger 
cars in October were Mexico, Can- 
ada, Brazil, and Cuba. The Union 
of South Africa, British India, Mex- 
ico, The Netherlands and Indies 
and Brazil were the chief purchas- 
ers of commercial vehicles. 


Vision Tests Up 


_ WASHINGTON.—The extent of vi- 
sion tests for drivers is growing and 
33 states now require applicants who 
have defective sight to procure glasses 
and use them while driving, the Bet- 
ter Vision Institute reported last 
week. However, it observes, in sev- 
eral states the standards are low with 
the result that a person may have 
serious errors in refraction without 
being required to correct them. 
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Participation in the FLEUR-O-LIER MANUFACTURERS’ program is open to 
POM Cm ee complies with FLEUR-O-LIER standards 






stores offices 0 
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ADDRESS __ 

CITY 


TEAR OUT AND MAIL ; 
FLEUR-O-LIER MANUFACTURERS + 2111 Keith Building, Cleveland, Ohio 


Please send me helpful information about Certified 
FLEUR-O-LIERS, packages of indoor daylight for 
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STATE | 


Munn, 
expression of 
appears weekly in Automotive News. 


"WHETHER YOU LIKE (T OR NOT, 
I’M TRYING TO GET IT TO 
THE WINDOW. | WANT TO SEE 
WHAT ITS REAL COLOR 1S!" 


Some of the many FLEUR-O-LIERS now ready 
in a wide variety of prices and designs. When 
you buy, check with your lighting company on 
how to install FLEUR-O-LIERS to properly 


Mudholes of Old 


Now Are Highways 
WASHINGTON. — Public 
Roads Administration and state 
highway departments returns 
compiled from almost half the 
states last week show seven out 
of every 10 miles driven on rural 
roads are now on dustless sur- 
faces. 

Roads having dustless surfaces 
comprise 10 percent of the rural 
road mileage but they carry 71 
percent of the vehicle miles of 
travel. Graded and _ drained 
roads and unimproved roads, on 
the other hand, comprise 65 per- 
cent of the mileage and carry 
only 10 percent of the travel, 
the report shows. Paved rural 
roads carry an average traffic 
of 1.232 vehicles per day, com- 
pared to an average of 104 ve- 
hicles per day on all rural roads. 





“Dealers Tell Me,’’ 
is an open 
ealers’ 
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. M. JERPE, director of the General Motors Parade of Progress, ; 
nana holding a model of a “Futur-liner,” as the huge streamlined trans 
of the new Caravan will be called. Active in the building of the new 4, 
E. L. Foss, director of the new GM Previews of Prog 
GM public relations; Jerpe; Fred Huddle, 
construction; Allen Orth, head of GM _ technical exhibits section, ang ¢ 
Lewis, assistant director of GM public relations. 


Fears of Car Steel Shortage 
Held Unjustified at Prese 


(Continued from Page 1) 


are, left to right, 
Harrison Warner, 








ket like today’s is to go off the 
deep end on material com- 
mitments. 


Much talk is heard of bottle- 
necks in steel. Obviously there is 
no bottleneck in open - hearth 
steels. These are the “garden 
variety” of steels, without special 
alloying elements added in any 
great degree. They are used for 
automobile bodies, frames, bolts 
and nuts and account for over 90 
percent of all the steel going into 
automobiles. 


In 1939, for example, automobiles 
took 5,993,590 net tons of these 
open-hearth steels, against 468,841 
tons of alloy steels. Expressed in 
percentage of total output, the 
automotive industry consumed 18.10 
percent of the open-hearth steel 
produced, and 54.65 percent of the 
alloy steel produced. The latter 
figure is gradually declining — for 
two reasons. One is the fact that 
capacity for producing alloy steels 
is steadily being expanded; the 
second is that, year by year, auto- 
motive engineers are developing 
means to substitute the less expen- 
sive open-hearth steels for the 
costly alloy steels. Thus, in 1931, 
the automotive industry consumed 
72.67 percent of all alloy steel, 
ges the 54 percent eight years 
ater. 


There appears to be a bottle- 
neck — of what size no one has 
determined in the high-alloy 
steels, including aircraft quality 
steels, armor plate, tool steels, 
stainless steels and others. But 
steps already have been taken to 
correct this deficiency. These steels 
nearly all are melted and refined 
in electric furnaces, and there are 
at least a score of new electric 
furnaces, ranging in capacity from 
15 to 50 tons, now being built or 
installed in different steel plants. 
And while deliveries of 15 to 20 
weeks are being quoted on certain 
alloy steels now, by the time the 
machines for fabricating and fin- 
ishing these steels have been in- 
stalled, there is little reason to 
believe the steel will not be there 
waiting. 

Far more serious than any pos- 
sible bottleneck in supplies of al- 
loy steel just now are the diffi- 
culties in obtaining the acres of 
new machinery on order for de- 
fense plants and in recruiting the 
thousands of skilled workers which 
will be needed to staff these plants 
once they are ready. 


Already one steel company has 
determined to go ahead with plans 
for new steel melting capacity. 
Last week, Bethlehem Steel an- 
nounced it would add 850,000 tons 
of steel ingots, 800,000 tons of 
coke and 700,000 tons of pig iron 
to its annual capacity by installing 
six new open hearths, two new 
batteries of coke ovens and two 
new blast furnaces and by enlarg- 
ing two electric furnaces. 


This expansion to works at 
Bethlehem, Lackawanna, Mar y- 


land and Steelton will cost $12 | laboratories of the future 
000,000, bringing to $50,000,000 the |ica takes 
total which Bethlehem is spending | 0pportunities. 


for improvements this year. 
Additional Bethlehem facilities 
will add just over 1 percent to the 
present national ingot capacity. 
Defense authorities have been talk- 
ing about a 20 percent expansion, 
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or 16,000,000 tons, in 
pacity. 

E. R. Stettinius jr., national 
fense commissioner in charge 
raw materials, has said that 
commission has not overlooked 
possibility of overexpansion of 
steel industry at the end of 
present emergency, and is » 
sidering the “nature of adj 
ments” which may have to 
made when demands of the a 


program dwindle. 
a * * 
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Armco Modernization 
MIDDLETOWN. — The jot 
mill at the Ashland, Ky., plant 
American Rolling Mill Co. wil 
modernized and re-built at an 
mated cost of $1,000,000, © 
Verity, vice-president and gen 
manager has announced. 


GM Science Shov 
Is Dedicated t 
National Resear 


NEW YORK.—Alfred P. § 
jr, chairman of General Mo 
announced last week his cor 
tion’s decision to dedicate its 
new streamlined science cara 
“to the vital task of arousing 
nation to the necessity of inte 
fying its research activities. 

“The hope of America, in t 
of emergency as in time of pe 
lies in the retorts and test t 
of its research laboratories,” 3 
declared as workmen were 
to completion units of the mo 
ized shows. Both are scheduled 
start within the next few W 
their science safaris up and @ 
the land. While painters and poll 
ers were putting finishing toue 
on huge, silver and red “Fut 
ers,” other workmen were eng 
in raising for the first time! 
unique, “inside-out” big top ¥ 
is a feature of the larger of! 
two shows — the “New Paraée 
Progress.” 

“Our decision to send forth 
‘New Parade of Progress’ at 
‘New Previews of Progress 
spread the gospel of research 
we are convinced, emt 
sound,” Sloan said. “Only 2 ¢ 
glance at what is taking plat 
the world today is needed 0’ 
press on one the importance 
constant search for new prom 
and processes. ; 

“And new products and proc® 
will be equally important to ® 
up the slack of men, money @ 
materials when our present &® 
gency shall have ended. As # 
tion we should be spending © 
even one hundred times 45 ® 
as we do for research.” ” 

The two General Motors § 
presented without charge yt 
public, will demonstrate dra™ 
ally not only what industri. 
search and engineering havé® 









































and have accomplished — ’ 
what may be expected OM 
f al 


advantage 0° 





Ground Broken | 
ELYRIA, 0. — Ground bé,, 
broken here for the new P. 
Bendix - Westinghouse Autom 7) 
Brake Co., which is being ™° 
from Pittsburgh. 
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... everything a successful 
dealership requires! 

































a4 Complete Market Coverage... Jowest —— 
“priced to highest priced cars. | 


‘31 Modern Engineering ...“°You get the 
hol! good things first from Chrysler.” 





Style and Beauty... the outstandingly 


smart cars of the year! 





Quality oe reputation that has 
grown every year, year after year! | 





Real Cooperation... 2 wealth of | 
experience and intelligent assistance 
available to every dealer. 





7 More than ever this season, Chrysler and Plymouth dealerships are in demand. Applica- 
tions on file receive preference when opportunities become available. If you are interested 
in a Chrysler and Plymouth dealership in or near your city, write to Chrysler Corporation, 
Chrysler Sales Division, 12200 East Jefferson Avenue, Detroit, Michigan. 
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Tax Raised on Domestic Cars 
As a War-Time Measure 


(Continued from Page 1) 


this will not represent a complete | 
loss since most of the American 
car manufacturers have assembly | 
plants in Canada and _ therefore | 
will be able to make cars for sale 
in the Dominion. Only Packard, 
Hudson, Nash, Studebaker and 
Willys do not operate assembly 
lines in Canada at present, but 
there are indications that both 
Packard and Studebaker will re- 
sume such operations in the near 
future. 

Although the new’ embargo, 
which went into effect last week, 
will save Canada around $70,000,000 
of U. S. exchange annually on the 
products banned, Ilsley emphasized 
that the demand for war materials 
will actually increase Canada’s to- 
tal imports from the U. S. 

Including the estimated $10,000,- 
000 for American cars, it is figured 
that the total value of the prod- 
ucts embargoed or restricted from 
the U. S. is about $50,000,000 yearly. 

Heavier duties have been antici- 
pated in pursuance of the govern- 
ment’s policy to conserve the ma- 
chine tool industry for war 
purposes by “freezing” present 
models in Canada and banning new 
models. (See AUTOMOTIVE NEws, 
Dec. 2.) 

By imposing the prohibitive im- 
port duties on new models from 
the U. S., the government is meet- 
ing the demands of Canadian 
manufacturers, who have contended 
that if they are not permitted to 
manufacture new models they 
should not be asked to meet the 
competition from across the 
border. 

As soon as the _ prohibition 
against new models was made pub- 
lic, Canadian car manufacturers 
promptly pointed out that Canadian 
readers of American periodicals 
would be impressed with display} used by the well-to-do rather than 
advertisements of new styling and| those used by the mass of the 
would be induced to import models| public should be restricted and 
unobtainable in this country. “(D) The items should be such 


The increase in excise taxes was 
not designed merely for revenue 
and for sales control. The diver- 
sion of skilled labor from the 
machining of so-called non-essen- 
tials to war vehicles, planes, guns, 
shells and other war materials can 
be controlled by sales control more 
expediently, from _ the political 
standpoint at least, than by direct 
governmental action. 

While admitting that the end the 
government seeks may be amply 
justified by circumstances, the dis- 
tributors of imported cars contend, 
not without very considerable war- 
rant, that the means to that end 
in so far as they affect them, are 
anything but equitable and fair. 
They threaten with extinction their 
businesses and very considerable 
investments. They are, of course, 
making representations to the pow- 
ers-that-be seeking to have them 
“temper the wind to the shorn 
lamb.” 

“Determination of what would 
be classed as non-essential was 
made difficult by the fact that 
imports were used in nearly all 
parts of Canada’s economic struc- 
ture,” Ilsley said. “In setting up 
a list of goods to be restricted, 
these principles had been followed: 

“(A) The articles prohibited 
should be such as consumers can 
legitimately be expected to do with- 
out in wartime or for which their 
requirements can probably be met 
from the durable goods which they 
already have on hand. 

“(B) The list should include fin- 
ished goods rather than raw ma- 
terials or parts or equipment for 
Canadian industries so that dis- 
turbance to Canadian industry and 
to those employed in it will be 
kept to a minimum. 

“(C) Wherever possible, goods 
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COMPLETE PROTECTION FOR 
TRUCK CABS, PASSENGER CARS, 
TAXIS, BUSES AND AIRCRAFT. 
KEEPS COLD OUT—HEAT IN. 


INNER-SEAL 
WATERPROOF WEATHER STRIPPING 


The exclusive SPRING WIRE feature holds the 
solid sponge rubber tubing firmly against any 
surface. Inner-Seal is obtainable in various 


colors to match any color scheme. 


Also available for 
Factories, Dwellings, 
Garages, Ete. 


BRIDGEPORT FABRICS, INC. 
BRIDGEPORT, CONN. 


Established 1837 





| Northway of F. 


national 


as to require a minimum of ad- 
ministrative machinery and action 
in order to carry out the restric- 
tion.” 

Customs imposts have been 
eliminated or reduced on a num- 
ber of British products to help in 
some measure redress the Mother- 
land’s heavily adverse trade bal- 
ance with Canada. Ilsley stated 
that no restriction on the sale of 
gasoline was contemplated at 
present. 

Ilsley said that there was nothing 
in the import restrictions to pre- 
vent the continued importation of 
parts for U. S.-made automobiles 
which are already in Canada. 

ok * a 


Canadian Car Heads 
Give Views 

MONTREAL. “The new taxes 
are an extension of those previ- 
ously imposed in the first budget 
this summer,” said H. J. Car- 
michael, general manager of Gen- 
eral Motors of Canada. “They rep- 
resent, so far as General Motors 
of Canada is concerned, a flat in- 
crease of $70 on the retail price of 
every car manufactured at our 
Oshawa and Regina plants. These 
include Chevrolets, Pontiacs, Olds- 
mobiles and Buicks.” 

W. R. Campbell, president of 
Ford Motor of Canada, said the 
10 percent excise tax increase on 
the first $900 of the manufacturers’ 
price would mean an increase of 
about 10 percent in dealer prices. 

John D. Mansfield, president, 
Chrysler Corp. of Canada, said his 
firm imported only a few special 
jobs from the U. S. and, with prac- 
tically all company’s products 
manufactured here, the restrictions 
would have little effect. 

F. C. Williams, of Packard Motor 
Car Co. of Canada, said reopening 
of the firm’s Windsor plant is 
“being considered.” 

* ES * 


Urges U.S. Action 


On Trade Problems 

WASHINGTON.— Coincident with 
Canada’s new embargo on Amer- 
ican products, Senator Vandenberg, 
of Michigan, urged Congress last 
week to set up a new “economic 
defense board, to deal realistically 
with foreign trade problems and, if 
desirable, combat  barters’ with 
barters.” Submitting legislation on 
the subject he said the proposed 
bi-partisan body 
would supersede the present Tariff 
Commission and also take over the 
functions of the State Department’s 
reciprocal trade division. 

“Regardless of the trends of mili- 
tary war,” he declared, “we face 
an inevitable international eco- 
nomic war which will be just as 
ruthless and, in its economic as- 
pects, just as deadly as the military 
war, regardless of the outcome of 
the latter. Indeed, we are in it 
already.” 


Okla. City Dealers 
Conduct Annual 


Open House W eek 


OKLAHOMA CITY.—With sunny 
weather following a long rainy 
freezing spell, Oklahoma City auto- 
mobile dealers opened their annual 
automobile show week here. The 
fine weather and well planned ad- 
vertising by all dealers helped 
draw record crowds to showrooms 
to view new models. 

No central exhibit was held but 
all dealers presented open house 
throughout the week. Sales floors 
were open all day and in the eve- 
ning. Special decorations and 
amusement events were planned by 
several of the dealers. 

Committee which was in charge 
of the show under sponsorship of 
Oklahoma City Automobile Dealers 
Assn., included M. T. Lane, Green- 
lease-Moore, Inc., chairman; C. C. 
Lewis, Chieftain Motor Co.; Frank 
Meadors jr., Downtown Chevrolet 
Co.; George sroyles, George 
3royles Motor Co. and F. E 
E. Northway, Ince. 
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wc) aroworve news veceusmns io | 
Canada Clamps Embargo on U.S.-Made Automobile- 


‘With Skinner on Coast. . . 


OLDSMOBILE DEALERS in California had their first opportunity 
week to meet and confer with S. E. Skinner, since his appointment ag ge, 
manager of Oldsmobile was announced. Skinner, accompanied by G. R. Broyi, 
Oldsmobile’s assistant general sales manager, is now on the Pacific ¢, 
conducting a series of meetings with dealers and salesmen. Left to right, 
Speights, president of Modern Motors, Inc., Oldsmobile dealers in Glend 
Calif.; Skinner, and R. L. Peteler, Oldsmobile dealers in Pasadena, 


S. E. SKINNER, general manager of Oldsmobile, is greeted by Olds 
officials on his arrival in Los Angeles on his first trip to the Pacific Co 
Left to right, Geo. R. Browder, assistant general sales manager of Olds 
bile; Skinner; G. R. Jones, Pacific regional manager, and C. E. Alli 
Southern California zone manager. 


Dealer Advertising Council 


Established by Chevrok 


DETROIT.—Eighty dealers, rep-| and merchandising. Central Off 
resenting Chevrolet’s retail selling | department heads will handle e 
organization the country over, will} topic. 
meet in Detroit Dec. 16-17 as a Principal addresses at the me 
Dealer Advertising Council to dis-|jng will be made by M. E. Cy 
cuss Chevrolet advertising and! ,«neral manager, and W. E. Hol 
correlated subjects, according to C.| general sales manager. In # 
P. Fisken, advertising manager.| dition, each of the division's 4 
The council as an allied activity| sistant general sales managers * 
stems from the Dealer Committee | speak. They are T. H. Keating 
system, whose delegates meet|G Lewellen, E. A. Nimnicht, 2 
regularly in Detroit and through! K M. Chase. 
which all Chevrolet retail opera- | The first day's session on 4 
tors are represented. vertising has been developed | 

Fisken said the two-day confer-| Fisken in cooperation with Ct 
ence would cover a variety of| rolet’s advertising agency, Cat! 
subjects, prime among which are|bell-Ewald Co., of Detroit. 
the dealer cooperative advertising} 4 panquet will be held at! 
plan and newspaper advertising in| gtatjer Hotel the first night of 
general. Value of newspaper ad-| oonference 
vertising, he said, was _ forcibly ; : a 
demonstrated throughout 1940,| ,, x 91. 
when Chevrolet dealers individual- | O Dea Celebrates 21s! 
ly and the division itself employed | Year in Motor Indus 
more advertising space in news-| “ 
papers than in any other medium.| _D ETROIT.—James M. ‘Pe 

: : : O'Dea, Studebaker distributor be 

Other discussions during the first last week celebrated his twet 
day of the parley will deal with first year in the automobile bw 
magazine and outdoor advertising; ness in Detroit 
the Soap Box Derby, Chevrolet’s ee d attent 
annual juvenile racing classic co-|, 4 Party was given and a wes 
sponsored by more than 100 lead-|>y executives, the sales ov we 
ing American newspapers and the| tion and _ their families. al 
use of motion pictures as a sales|8¥est was Clayton Lewis, »" 

baker regional sales mama 


stimulant. we. : ins ! 
The second day will be given aes peemee oe 
over to discussion of specific dealer | — 
operations, including the selling of | 
trucks and parts and accessories, | 
as well as used car reconditioning 
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FOUND: $348 LOST 
SENDING TELEGRAMS 


Last year a certain firm (name on request) saved ¥ 
on telegrams by having Postal Telegraph survey ™ 
graph costs! Let this free telegraph cost analysis ¥° 
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for you. It uncovers huge waste, and provides eas)" 


follow plan to stop it! 
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—wire collect: J. J. O’Donnell, Postal Tel 
253 Broadway, N.Y. C. No obligation. 
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PEACE er WAR? 








WHICH WILL YOU CHOOSE... 


ONE GREAT ISSUE faces the people of America. It is the grim and 
terrible choice between Peace and War for our United States. 


We must think this thing through! Let us think NOW —coolly, calmly, 
intelligently—not swayed by foolish panic or hysterical sentimentalism. 


The America First Committee, a non-partisan organization of loyal and 
patriotic citizens, takes this means of placing the FACTS before the people. 


ODAY we find ourselves hurrying along the road 

to War. Our deep sympathy for Britain in her 
heroic struggle—our bitter hatred of totalitarianism, 
our anxiety for our national security—all urge us on 
faster and faster. 

Itis hard to think straight in a world gone mad with 
war! The greatest flood of propaganda ever let loose 
upon any country helps to bewilder us. 

We must not be fooled or coaxed into disastrous 
errors. As individuals we can be partisans. But a nation 
must be realistic! Let us examine the reasons why they 
say we should enter the present conflict—and the in- 
evitable consequences. 


SHOULD WE FIGHT FOR ENGLAND? 


inevitable, whether they approve of each other or not! 

In Central America, our geographical position gives 
us an irresistible advantage—and we shall use it. 

South America demands both ingenuity and deter- 
mination! Against barter competition we can always 
meet fire with fire. We can set up expert cartels and 
mass purchasing organizations without danger to our 
system of free enterprise. 


SHOULD WE FIGHT TO DESTROY NAZISM? 
It is our right to hate and despise all the dictator- 
ships—Fascism, Nazism, Communism. But we cannot 
destroy them simply by making war on them. 
We cannot destroy in other nations forms of govern- 
ment which they have chosen and continue to maintain 


so tremendously strong, no one will ever dare attack us. 

We must keep all the ships of our navy, all the equip- 
ment of our army for our own defense—not sell it or 
trade it off, even to our friends. 


LET’S STOP THE RUSH TOWARD WAR! 

War for the United States is NOT inevitable! 

But the phrase “aid short of war” is filled with 
dynamite. It justifies disregard of our own Neutrality, 
Act, under which we gladly can provide tremendous 
help to Britain. It leads us on to challenging and war- 
like actions, more and more belligerent—so that we'd 
be at war with Germany today, if Hitler didn’t have 
his hands full! 

Lut’s re-establish sane and sensible foreign policies 


tral Off . ™ Bi eee abu lat is % 2 ' 
co tips: The advocates of intervention say we Must save for themselves. Such forms are not ended by war! NOW —before it is too late! 
England at all costs—that the British fleetisourfirstline They are created by war! 
the me of defense—that, since we must fight eventually, it's They are the ution fruits of war! In a peaceful HOW TO ACT! 
E. Coy better to figh ! aay 
yf ght now! bias Mies a : ; : . . 

4 hs sell ink: settee ecneitenl America they seg pit a But years of bloody ete The America First Committee knows that the great 
sion's 4 No nation, no group of nations, can ever successfully pot ae pes eal — majority of patriotic citizens realize that the — 
int attack a PREPARED America, strong and unafraid. tion of our democratic liberties depends upon keeping 
nicht, 2 Dread of invasion is ridiculous! Germany with WHAT IS THE COST OF WAR? out of foreign war, in Europe and. Asia. c 

scores of bases fifty miles from England and with seven i ee . . This majority has been unorganized and voiceless. 
re ” 7 ' ; Don't think we shall get off lightly! They promise us . : . . : d 
n on i ve f al ae aie NOW it must make its voice heard—its wishes under- 
years of preparation has not been able to cross the hat this ti he ill b A £. Be ibl 
eloped * . : : : : that this time there will be no A. E. F.—no terrible 64.41 TODAY more than ever before 
‘ith Che Channel. Then why should this nation fear invasion tice in dead and wounded. That was the promise : ° ; tg 3 
y, Can] across three thousand miles of oce: rl ' P : ; The President of the United States is in Washington 
M ¢e thousand miles of ocean with our OWN hack in 1917. It was false then. It is false now, of eitsite onan alll, Cent Games, cons Rancueer- 

. “s powerful navy to defend our shores? Who can believe course! one a . : 7 pee : 
| itler ¢ , » bills stearks . ae s : . ‘ atives in Congress, are there to Carry out your wishes. 
zht of 2 that Hitler could sell the idea of attacking us to his When the United States goes to war, it goes into Bi, hie conker ated 

generals, his exhausted people and his half-hearted win. We will pay the full price of decisive victory— a : 
. allies? call Neaik ii Tell them TODAY your convictions on the one vital 
; a as we should. And that means men. ‘ ‘ 

Ist If this great nation with 130,000,000 people and ae : . . . issue. Tell them you want PEACE for the United States! 
dust ” a War instantly imposes its own dictatorship. The day Vee Tobe iow—* I 
ndus two great ocean barriers cannot defend itself it does... oa 6 eal ae ae - Write and mail this urgent message NOW —“I earnestly 
M. “Pi hi Miniein ts nnrebedl it is declare we sacrifice our liberties. How many wi believe that the preservation of American liberties and 

utor he ; : be returned? When will we get them back? 








s twenl! 
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SHOULD WE FIGHT FOR THE STATUS QUO 
IN ASIA? 


Our way of life will be crippled at the start—and 
destroyed if war lasts too long. And it will take a long 


the welfare of the United States depend on keeping 
out of this war!” 


| attend ; = a war to crush the most powerful military machine in 
organi We have been reading of emergencies” in the Far dhe world, ssondly entrenched ia Busupe. HELP US SPREAD THESE FACTS! 
3. Spec: East. But we have no real quarrel with Japan. We have , 








is, Stue 
manag 
gains : 
ng seas 


No conceivable stake in Asia worth the terrific cost 
of a long-distance struggle with Japan. 

We sympathize with China. But we must not plunge 
America in war across 6,000 miles of the Pacific for 


Labor's hard-won gains will be relinquished one by 
one. For war won't pay time-and-a-half for overtime. 
War laughs at forty-hour weeks. 


The America First Committee would like to publish 
this urgent message in every newspaper in the United 
States, during these critical weeks. 

Help us now—before it is too late. Help us carry 


John ‘. . a LET’S MAKE AMERICA IMPREGNABLE! hese fa cts to ALL he peop e! 
ion _— tal nevonene it is certal ly not — Let’ centrate upon our clear duty —to defen | ' Use ‘ 7 upon ci : —_ on his vi a ly im 
iniONs. . ‘ " : ets concentré C P y - 
tive Ne tO actasa knight-errant in Asia. : . e cae it I s 





There will be no “emergencies” that necessitate 
War with Japan unless we make them ourselves. For 
Peace with the United States is a stark necessity for 


Japan. 
SHOULD WE FIGHT FOR FOREIGN TRADE? 


We are told our commerce with other peoples must 
end if Germany wins. In the post-war world, Europe 
will desperately need our products. When nations 
need each other's goods, commerce between them is 


AMERICA FIRST COM 


ROBERT Ec. WOOD, Acting Chairman 


R. DOUGLAS STUART, JR., National Director 


these United States. 

Let’s build ships, planes, tanks, guns—to 
protect this stronghold of liberty and freedom. 

True, there’s no urgent danger of invasion 
by totalitarians—now or for probably some 
years to come. 
* But in a world ruled by force we need as 
insurance, invincible defenses against any 
future combination of events. 

We must have a navy, army and air-force 


MITTEE 


J. SANFORD OTIS, Treasurer 





WILLIAM H. REGNERY 


pom WE NEED MORE HELP TO SPREAD THIS MESSAGE NOW! 


portant work! 


Fill out and mail this coupon. If you want to send a contribution, that’s 
fine! We need money to carry on this work—every $1.00 will help—but 
don’t let lack of a contribution hold you back from mailing the coupon! 
Act now—there's no time to lose! 


Yes! | agree with you. I want to do my bit in helping preserve our democ- 
racy. Tell me what I can do to help build a better, happier America!—an 
America strong and unafraid! Send me more information. 
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WiLL BISHOP WILBUR E. HAMMAKER LESSING J. ROSENWALD On al at | 
Mas Seunen R. CASTLE GEN. THOMAS HAMMOND ALICE ROOSEVELT LONGWORTH EDWARD L. RYERSON, JR c $ teeseees as a contributi yn to support the work of the 
Aner con CHAMP CLARK JAY C. HORMEL THOMAS N. McCARTER LOUIS TABER AMERICA FIRST COMMITTEE. Mail to AMERICA FIRST COMMIT- 
RF FAIRBANK GEN. HUGH S. JOHNSON RAY McKAIG MRS. BURTON K. WHEELER 


TEE—1806 BOARD OF TRADE BLDG., CHICAGO. 


YOWN T. FL vy STERLING MORTON DR. GEORGE H. WHIPPLE 


CLAY JUOSON 
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The work of the Committee is supported entire ly by voluntary contributions of time and money 
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Special to Automotive News 

NEW YORK. — War and taxes 
are the chief influences at present 
on the movement of stock prices 
on the various exchanges of the 
country. The investor keeps one 
eye on events abroad and another 
on the domestic scene. The home 
front demanding his attention is 
divided into several sectors, the 
chief one of which is taxes. 


On the other hand, it is pointed 
out in Wall Street that there is 
little justification for complaint 
about taxes arising out of the 
defense program. After all, if it 
were not for the defense program 
there might not be the present 
business and if it were not for 
the business there would not be 
the taxes. There is a plea, how- 
song for a sound system of taxa- 

on. 


A compilation of earnings by 
National City Bank of New York 
shows that 28 automobile equip- 
ment companies in the third 
quarter had combined net earn- 
ings 27.7 percent above like period 


Buffalo Survey Reveals 


Available Factory Space 


BUFFALOW—Buffalo has idle 
plants formerly used for automo- 
bile manufacturing with 1,515,885 
square feet of floor space, accord- 
ing to a survey made by the in- 
dustrial development committee of 
Buffalo Chamber of Commerce. 

This includes the old Pierce- 
Arrow plant here. Idle plants 
formerly used for truck and motor 
manufacture have 63,000 square 
feet of floor space, the survey 
showed. 


There are 
of starts behind a 


BENDIX DRIVE 
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War, Taxes Seen Chief Influences on Motor Share 


First 11 Months’ Dividends 
Pass 1939 by $31,150,000 


STOCK PRICE AVERAGES 
Previous Latest Year 
Week Week Change Ago 
34.94 34.77 —0.17 36.67 
36.27 —0.06 39.25 
28.17 —0.62 26.46 
18.65 —0.65 23.27 


24 motors 

10 car-truck co.’s .... 
10 parts-access, 

4 tire-rubbers 


of 1939. For the first nine months 
their profits were up 50 percent. 
These companies were more di- 
rectly affected by the defense pro- 
gram than the car and truck 
companies. Of the car and truck 
group, 13 firms reports a 23.7 gain 
in net income for the third quarter 
and a gain of 17.8 percent for the 
first nine months. 

For the first time in _ several 
months, declaration of dividends 
by automotive companies in No- 
vember ran behind the like period 
of last year. Car and truck com- 
panies declared $49,840,000 in divi- 
dends for the month against $58,- 
595,000 a year ago. For the first 
11 months declarations by these 
companies totaled $206,840,000 
against $185,625,000 in like 1939 
period. 

Parts and accessory companies 
last month declared dividends call- 
ing for disbursement of $12,200,000 
against $13,430,000 a year ago and 
for the first 11 months their total 
was $58,700,000 compared with $48,- 
265,000 a year ago. 

For the companies of both 
groups, November declarations 
amounted to $62,040,000 against $72,- 
025,000 a year ago. For 11 months 
their aggregate was $265,040,000 
compared with $233,890,000 in like 
1939 period. 


Chris Sinsabaugh’s sparkling 


‘“‘Sparks’’ column is read by the 
‘‘wide-awake’’ in the industry. 


MIGHTY impressive record 
stacks up behind the Ben- 
dix Drive. One of the world’s 
most widely used automotive 
units, it has been faithfully 
starting millions of cars auto- 
matically many times a day for 
many years. 

The Bendix Drive is simple, 
reliable and virtually trouble- 
proof. At the touch of a starter 
button, it takes hold—starts the 
engine—lets go—and then pro- 
tects the starter from damage 
by unintended operation. 


Car owners take such de- 
pendability somewhat for 
granted. But there’s a lot be- 
hind that unfailing service... 
a lot of experience in knowing 
how to build right and sticking 
to the strictest specifications in 
materials and workmanship. 

Bendix Drive is built in 
sizes and types to start every 
kind of automobile, marine or 
Diesel engine. 


ECLIPSE MACHINE DIVISION 


BENDIX AVIATION CORPORATION 
ELMIRA, NEW YORK 


A. E. BARIT, center, president of Hudson, cuts the cake for the largest 


number of new members ever added to the Hudson 20-Year Club, which 


eld 


ite annual dinner at the Statler hotel in Detroit last week. Left to right, are 


. G. Sinclair, president of the club; Frank Cinders, youngest member; 
oint of service 
ready passed his 59th birthday when he 


Elizabeth Easton, oldest member in 
oldest in point of years who had a 


Barit; 
and Theodore Homan, 84, 


went to work for Hudson. A total of 146 new members were added to the club 


which now totals 438. 


Bigg 


est ASI Show Opens; 


25,000 Expected to Attend 


(Continued from Page 1) 


for 1941. Their products reflect 
sharp progress in design, and their 
plans are as aggressive as ever. 


The MEMA, headquartering at 
the Blackstone hotel, plans one 
evening of business, at which Ed- 
mund M. Toland, former general 
counsel to the congressional com- 
mittee which investigated the Na- 
tional Labor Relations Board, and 
John Abbink, of Business Publish- 
ers International Corp., are listed 
as speakers. 


Members of Automotive Boosters 
gathered at their 17th annual party 
of the international organization 
Sunday night in the Hotel Sher- 
man. Scheduled for Monday eve- 
ning is the annual open house 
party of the Old Timers’ Club at 
the Hotel Knickerbocker. 


A considerable portion of the 
MEWA convention program was 
occupied by “clinics” on vital prob- 
lems of jobbers. The conclave was 
opened by Frank G. Stewart, presi- 
dent, who delivered an address and 
report of directors. Among those 
delivering talks were Claude S. 
Klugh, manager of the Pennsyl- 
vania Automotive Assn., who dis- 
cussed the working of the automo- 
bile inspection law in that state, 
and George F. Pigott jr., principal 
of the Brooklyn High School of 
Automotive Trades, who stressed 
the need for cooperation between 
automotive jobbers and vocational 
training schools. 

The convention sessions included 
reports by various committees and 


New Gadgets 
May Offset Lack 
Of Mechanics 


CHICAGO.—Visitors at the Auto- 
motive Service Industries show this 
week will have the national de- 
fense situation prominently in mind 
for a number of reasons. 

It is no secret that they are 
concerned over the possibility of 
a shortage of mechanics, due to the 
preparedness program and its re- 
quirements for skilled workers, of 
whom there are none too many at 
present. 

The answer, in part at least, is 
the creation of gadgets and equip- 
ment designed to offset the diffi- 
culty being anticipated. Such de- 
vices and machines will make it 
easier to utilize newly trained 
service men who are not so expert 
in many instances as those being 
called upon in the making of de- 
fense equipment. 


ASI Show Admittance 
Schedule 


Monday, Tuesday and Wednes- 
day — restricted to members of 
MEMA, MEWA and NSPA. 

Thursday, Friday and Satur- 
day — restricted to members and 
invited jobbers. 

Saturday — Open to foregoing 
and the automotive trade, in- 
cluding dealers, garage owners, 
ete. 


roundtable discussions on balanced 
selling, specialty salesmen, stock 
control, consigning of merchandise, 
location and types of branches, 
branch store personnel, planning of 


At ASI Show 


Automotive Service, published 
by the publishers of Automotive 
News, will occupy Booth D10 at 
the ASI show on Navy Pier this 
week. Hotel headquarters will 
be at the Palmer House. 


territory, utilizing services of fac- | 
tory men, and other subjects. A) 


highlight was the Gold Star din- 
ner Friday night. 


elimination of the single mile and 
a quarter lane, was certain to prove 
popular with those in attendance. 


. .., | agers was held here 
Rearrangement of the Pier, with | r 





Fina 
Financial 


Directors 
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poration, the position he now hel 
Fisher, a member of the Fix, 
family of pioneer builders of , 
mobile bodies, has been with f 
Body since October, 1909, He j 
director of Fisher & Co, 


Kroeger joined General Rig 
Co. in 1911 as a student eng; 
and in 1913 became associated 
the Remy Electric Co. at Ande 
Ind. He served as research e 
neer with this company until 
when he was placed in charg. 
electrical equipment design fo; ; 
Motor Transport Corps of : 
United States Army. 


Meanwhile, the Remy Ele 
Co. had been purchased by Up; 
Motors in 1916 and through it, 
tered General Motors in 1918, 4: 
his service with the Army had» 
ed in 1919, Kroeger rejoined R. 
Electric as sales engineer, \,) 
becoming ignition engineer. He, 
made chief engineer on Jap, 
1921, and became factory man 
in October, 1925. When the De 
starter and ignition work was try 
ferred from Dayton, O., to Ande 
in 1926, the organization took 
name of the Delco-Remy Corp. 
1929 Kroeger was appointed 
eral manager. When Packard Ee 
tric and Delco Radio became dj 
sions of the General Mots 
organization, Kroeger was play 
in charge of them. 

Kroeger served as general m 
ager of Delco-Remy until Av 
1940, when he was appointed g 
eral manager of the Allison é 
sion. 


Olds Men Meet 


NEW YORK.—tThe third of a x 
of meetings with Oldsmobile zone 
Dec. 7 
announced by D. E. Ralston, gem 
sales manager. Managers in thei 
lantic Region, which includes Bo 
New York City, Washington and Pi 
adelphia, attended the meeting. 


All the metal that goes into the manufacture of 
Harrison thermostats is rolled and annealed in 
alee Me Mulla it: Mill 


il haa eM Mul Se a 
UTES T AACR aaa ata ls elt Mc | LL 


are carefully controlled. 


For dependable engine temperature control—specify 
HARRISON THERMOSTATS. 


ATM ee em etast titi t et a etd dtd York 
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DESOTO GOES 
COAST-TO-COAST 
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Without Shifting! 


TWO GIRLS complete 3,070 mile trip— 
New York to Los Angeles over all kinds of 
roads without a shift or clutch operation. 
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‘il Auge "een Gear Swift Chatch re 
inted g ? DE SOTO SimPLIMATIC WAY oa 
lison di 


OFFICIAL SEND-OFF! News cameras click 
as Fluid Drive De Soto and its girl drivers 
start on the long run westward. 


5 Lh RENAKEEKE,. EYAL 
‘ Wy % Ais \ ‘ ‘ a + | 

ui EEE | TIME OUT! Refreshments halfway across 

the U.S.A! Oklahoma cowhand shows inter- 

est in Fluid Driving the Simplimatic Way! 


“Seas 


IT’S THE BIG NEWS OF ’41! Fluid Drive with Simplimatic 


Transmission is attracting thousands to De Soto dealers —is stepping up 


LAST LAP! Through Los Angeles traffic to 
keep a date with the mayor. Over 3,000 
miles on the road and still no shifts! 


floor play — demonstrations —sales everywhere! 


* * * 


De Soto dealers have over 3,000,000 De Soto and 
Plymouth owners to draw repeat buyers from. 
The strength and stability of Chrysler Corpora- 


O CAR OWNERS, Fluid Drive and Simplimatic 
Transmission mean something they’ve always 
wanted—a chance to drive without touching gear- 
shift lever or clutch! To De Soto dealers, these 
great features spell packed showrooms, enthusi- 


tion assures product leadership year after year! 


WRITE L. G. PEED—The De Soto-Plymouth Fran- 
astic demonstrations—a record breaking year! chise is well worth looking into! Ask for full par- 
ticulars. De Soto Division of Chrysler Corpora- = a 

FINISH LINE! Virginia Campbell and 
Joselyn Reynolds get an official weleome in 
Los Angeles and the news is flashed to thou- 
sands of car buyers all over the country! 


The De Soto Franchise is a big business oppor- 
tion, Detroit, Michigan. 


1941 DESOTO . 


tunity. It embraces not one but two great ears cov- 
ering 93% of the entire car market. Plymouth— 
the “One” for *41 in the low-price field—is the 
able running mate of this 194] De Soto! 
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All States for October, 1940-1939 
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New Passenger Car Registrations, 
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lic relations department San Francisco as assistant to Don- 
| Ward Heads Hudson Adu.; 
| este HG " one al Cowles has been in the depart- 
uilam : zage jr copy ae- 


ald Still, manager of the depart- 
; , L Jf; it . a babes sf . irre r “ ment of public relations since 1996, 
we UL. ¢ bas ‘ . wae - = w ermman? an + Vary “88048 s u . 
N.Y. Times Luncheon roit as manag partment. and Rovert B. Ellers. ‘hon “he joined General Motors 
" department of ampbdeli- 
By Pete Wembhoff 





“Parade of Progress.” Prior to 
that time he was assigned to the 
Fisher Body Craftsman’s Guild ac- 
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h Ath Dimensio a member of national advertising recently he was with the department of public relations staff 
t e n st Netw York irror, has been Automobile Man ture in in Detroit. has been transferred to 
ment’s western offices. 
Ewald Co.. Detroit. have enlisted 
{ugmented in the Naval Reserve Officers 










‘nted ceive one month's salary, and at Edward F. Korbel and Worth Training and recently left for ii. 
: . 4 . - we? } crew York embark s.S a 
{pom ¢ H. O. (Herb) the end of the first half of his Colwell. counsellors in public rela- New York ov embark on the U. 
saat . - - : ~ whe « coc s . “ean . . > 
Appointment 0 . . training period he will receive tions. New York City, recently Arkansas for an Atlantic ocean {qdrances 


vertising Manager is . eS eae a eles 
Ward Cy George H. Pratt. another month's salary Men 2ugmented their staff to inaugu- 


re nhnic sshlicite narte. 
gnnounce general sales called before Jan. 1 will receive T2te 2 technical publicity depart 


training cruise. After four months 
of intensive training with the 


s4ii@ iis 


Thomas O. Woolf has been 
; appointed advertising director by 
tlantic souad ¢ > ° = = 
parately Atlantic squadron, they will be James F. Barton. director of 


: ; * ¢ © ta fanatt ine ec 
; .| their 1940 Christmas bonuses be- Ment. It is functioning ser eit. ton an pheletitn a - 
manager of Hud fore leaving wees °€" from their other activities eligible for an ensigns commission. Hubdlications, The American Le- 
son. < Ss 
« New department is headed by gran. 
. 7 Pees Sees a ss . < * « > - 
eee Mace Adssigned Niran Bates Pope. automotive en- Coast Woolf has been a member of 
ee ee ee gineer. and former editor of Anto- LeRoy E. Cowles. for past two The American Legion magazine's 


nat ace oe A. E. Rodriquez, for seven years mobile Topics and Motor World. years a member of General Motors’ sales force for a number of years. 
pas Ve@ars, | om - : 


Ward has served 
during the last 
12 years as di- 
rector of adver- 
tising and _ sales 
promotion for 
Chrysler Export. 

For many years 
ye has been active in the Assn. of 
National Advertisers, the Adver- 
tising Federation of America, the 
foreign Trade Club of Detroit, the 
hetroit Board of Commerce, and 
the Adcraft Club of Detroit. He 
is past president of the Adcraft 
(lub and the Foreign Trade Club. 
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Sku ea ee Packard West R. W. Lugton, Central City Alvin A. Swenson, Alvin Edward H. Bauer, Davis Buick Co 
Phila. Co.—Packard Chevrolet Co.—Chevrolet A. Swenson, Inc.—Ford Buick 


The Outstanding Choice of | 
Philadelphia Dealers for . 


New Car Advertising 


(The folloszing is from a recent survey by Ross Federal Research Corporation.) 


——|furope 
Indinf Petroit motor tycoons await 
the New York Times’ luncheon 
Ing gt the Recess Club next Thurs- 
dy (12) when Arthur Hays 
Sulzberger, publisher, will act as 
rt. 
el present two members of 
his news staff to tell what’s go- 
———} ing on in Europe—Otto Tolischus, 
Louising ng a Times correspondent in 
_____} Berlin and Pulitzer Prize winner 
inf in 1940, who'll describe the de- _— 
velopment of the German arma- 
Marylu§ ment program as he observed it 
m the spot; and Hanson Bald- 


sachuseng Win, the Times’ military expert rr 
who will analyze the activities a 
| 











of the United States in strength- 
Michi sing its military and naval es- 
tablishments. 





Minn 

Posters 

lississip} Two posters prepared for clients 

ty MacManus, John & Adams, Inc., 

Missow) Detroit, have been selected by the 
Qudoor Advertising Assn. as 


“Moutaj tong the “Hundred Best Posters” | ee an ee QUESTION NO. ] 
| 
| 











of the year. 


Nebr) MacManus, John & Adams’ 
lients thus honored were Pontiac | 
for the poster “Pontiac’s 1941 Tor- | 
pedo Fleet Is In!” and Altes Brew- | 
-fing Co. for the display ‘Cool Off | 
lampshiry Brother!” Art work on the Altes 
poster was prepared by Stevens 
w Jersey} Gross Studios. Bradshaw Crandall 
was the Pontiac artist. 





Johnson—Hudson 
Please list in order of importance the newspapers you 
recommend for new car advertising. 


THE ANSWER: 


The Evening Bulletin was rated first 292 times out of 435 
or 67.1%. 





Nera 











w Mexic 
__|Tourists | 
Yew Yo) Advertising in newspapers was} 
the reason Alberta was the only | 
Caroling “Vince to increase its tourist | 
dusiness this year, according to D. | 
& Dale EC. Campbell, director of pub-| 
nos for the provincial govern- 
___} ment, 
Oh} Promotional work in the United 
___—} “ates, carried out by the govern- 
klahom} “ent prior to the tourist season. 


QUESTION NO. 2 


If only ONE newspaper were used which would you 
recommend? 


sulted in a tourist business in : cites 
Oregw| ‘lberta in 1940 increasing by $2,- te 12 lg BF THE ANSWER: 
0,000 to $6,000,000, Campbell de- orp.—Dodge-Plymou 


—er _ He reported $12,000 had 

oe spent prior to the 1940) 
meee — and the government plans | 
le Istsm' ‘sing $25,000 on promotional work | 


__} or the 1941 season. 


Carolit} 
| 35th 


| Dakols S. r. 0. crowd of over 600 at-| 
— ended the 35th anni dinner of De- | 
enness} “lt Adcraft club Friday evening 
___-} ” In Hotel Statler. 

Tee _ Principal speaker was William 
aa » studsen, National Defense pro- 

Uts) fare chief, who was introed by | 
eae nae ante, vice-president of 
Vermo mtesident orp. Henry T. Ewald, | 
_— | founder of Campbell-Ewald and | 
Virsi®”} infancy of the club, recalled its 

Y, and Harvey J. Campbell, 


Total recommendations—The Bulletin .......288 or 69.9%, 


Total recommendations—all other newspapers 124 or 30.1°% 


Total answers to question No. 2. .. ...eee. 412 or 100% 


NOTE: Other newspapers rated by dealers include 
two morning new spapers, two Sunday netspapers, 


one evening newspaper, one tabloid newspaper. 


For the first nine months of 1940, as well as for the 
vear 1939 





Che Evening Bulletin 





hing —_ V.-p. of Detroit chamber of | PHILADELPHIA 

; OMme o a < . “ ' 
eg €rce, was toastmaster. Israel Prusky, Reliable Motors carried more new passenger car advertising than 
irgip > te } 

a Draft a any morning, evening or Sunday newspaper in the 
ea” V : 

" sid ou q . » s +e 

iscoD ame & Rubicam, Inc., has Wore Dealers’ Photographs United States. 

panna tunes need that barring misfor- in Nevt Advertisement 

y yom! es unforeseen and beyond 


Our ¢ » 
— from theo each man called 
of Co training € agency for military . fj ° ny 
—_ resent — be given back his 2 4, ‘t— — ¥ e 
ates e p ) 
bet better Job or one as good or! 
es On aad Chi IE dh 
ert leaving the company to be- nearly a 
Ds ’ ae 


0 trainin. < , 
‘aing each man will re- | pyright £940, Bulletin Co., Philadelphia 
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700 Md. Truckers 
Attend Meeting; 
Johnson Elected 


BALTIMORE, — More than 700 
members of Maryland Motor Truck 
Assn. attended the annual fall din- 
ner last week at the Emerson hotel 
here. R. A. Hall, driver of inter- 
state trucks for Horton Motor 
Lines, was awarded a medal for 
the safe-driving championship by 
Governor Herbert R. O’Conor. Five 
other truck drivers were also hon- 
ored. 

Harold G. Hoffman, former gov- 
ernor of New Jersey and former 
commissioner of motor vehicles for 
the same state, was principal 
speaker. 

Hoffman declared, “It has not 
been an easy road to travel. The 





Truck Top Ten 

First Ten in Registrations as 
Reported in AN Today: 
1940 1939 
Pos. Make Pos. 
1—158,909 Chevrolet 140,865— 1 
2—133,285 Ford 105,045— 2 
8— 66,910 Internat] 55,955— $8 
4— 46,438 Dodge 43,741— 4 
wee 35,653 G. M. Cc. 28,754— 5 
6— 8,177 Plymouth 7,621— 6 
I— Mack 5,5638— 7 
8— 5,604 White 3,865— 9 
— 
po, 


5,491 Diamond T 4,382— 8 


2,063 Willys 1,298—14 
Total All Makes 
478,591 408,002 


railroads have claimed that the 
general taxpayer was providing 
costly rights-of-way for trucks 
(which, incidentally, is not true); 
eagle-eyed legislators have viewed 
the motor truck as a limitless pro- 
ducer of revenues; drivers of 
pleasure cars have blamed their 
own shortcomings upon the trucks 
that operated on the highways.” 

He added, however, “that the 
average motorist’s opinion regard- 
ing truck drivers is improving, and 
the day has passed when everyone 
seemed to curse the large motor 
truck.” 

Newly elected officers of Mary- 
land Motor Truck Assn. are James 
N. Johnson, president; C. ‘ 
Peeples, first vice-president; John 
A. Clarke, second vice-president; 
J. Marshall Stewart, treasurer, and 
Harold R. Wilson, secretary. James 
P. McComas is the retiring presi- 
dent. 


Diamond T in St. Louis 

ST. LOUIS.—Diamond T eter Co. 
has taken possession of a new 1 
tion at 3306-12 Washington ive. for 
sales, service and stock departments. 
E. A. Riedinger, district sales man- 
ager for the concern will have his 
seenemantens in the St. Louis loca- 


Miche Gram 459A 


PLATE HUGS 


THIN NICKEL UNDERCOAT 


Chromium plating will adhere di- 
rectly to aluminum castings but 
more satisfactory results are as- 
sured by first applying an under- 
coating of buffed Nickel. This con- 
clusion is stated in a pamphlet is- 
sued by an organization of British 
aluminum industries, reviewed in 
Automotive Industries, November 
1, 1940. Good results have been 
achieved with an _ electro-plating 
bath containing 45 oz. of Nickel 
sulfate, 2.28 oz. Nickel chloride, 4 
oz. boric acid per Imperial gallon. 
The bath is maintained at a tem- 
perature of 140 to 150 degrees F. 
with a current density of 30 
amperes per square foot. This 
treatment produces a good matt 
deposit of Nickel which can be 
readily buffed to a high finish for 
chromium and other deposits. Re- 
cent studies in the U.S.A. have 
greatly improved the adherence of 
Nickel to aluminum, thus making 
heavy protective 
and decorative 
platings more 
practical. 








NICKEL COMPANY 
INC. New York, N.Y. 








INTERNATIONAL | 





New Commercial Car Registrations, All States for October, 1940 1g 


Figures supplied by R. L. Polk & Co., and for New York City area by Sherlock & Arnold 
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new YORK. — According to 
anufacturers reporting their 
pathy business figures to Motor 
4 Equipment Manufacturers 
sn., shipments in original equip- 
nent, accessories and __ service 
wipment all advanced for Octo- 











rover the previous month while 

yvice parts shipments declined 

‘eLndnly one point. All are well above 
netober, 1939 indices. 

Com The grand index for all branches 


{the industry in October rose to 
1 percent of the January, 1925 
se as compared with 178 percent 
for September and 146 percent for 
netober, 1939. 

Shipments to vehicle manufactur- 
mers for original equipment in Octo- 


Cincinnati Dealers 
ad Will Open Safety 


nid Drive at Dinner 


CINCINNATI.—The annual din- 
nr meeting of Cincinnati Auto- 
mobile Dealers Assn. is always a 
great success. Set for today, it is 
to be bigger and better than ever, 
wih an expected attendance of 
over 300 including not only men 
in the business but many city and 
state officials as well. During the 
evening announcement’ will be 
made of thé newly elected officers 
who are to serve in 1941. 

Scott Fletcher, representing Auto- 
mobile Safety Foundation, will be 
the principal speaker. His topic, 
‘The Dealers’ Stake in the Safety 
ching Program,” will serve to start the 
. ball rolling in a proposed safety 
‘ drive. Fletcher will report on 
safety records in other cities and 
outline a program of proven suc- 
cess. It is hoped to start a safety 
lkague among drivers of com- 
mercial vehicles, do educational 
work in the schools and among 
u pedestrians and, in general, en- 
deavor to decrease Cincinnati’s 
rather high accident rate. 

Another prominent speaker will 
be Earl Fenton, state director of 
the dealers’ and salesmen’s license 
law. He will tell of the effects of 
the law since passed in 1938. 
Entertainment features of the 
meeting will include several well 
known radio stars presented by 
w Ma} Mike Hunnicutt, radio’s “Automo- 

tive Reporter,” acting as master of 





Neb; 


=z 


y Jerse) 


ew Ye Ceremonies on this part of the pro- 
gram. 

Ca Tee See 

— Butler Will Head 


Washington Assn. 


WASHINGTON.—Lee D. Butler, 
Studebaker distributor, was re- 
elected president of Washington 
Automotive Trade Assn. last week. 
In taking office for his second 
term, Butler declared the automo- 
y bile business in the national capi- 

tal is enjoying an exceptionally 
Isle 00d year, with a 36 percent in- 
crease in new car registrations 
during the first 11 months, com- 
pared with that period last year. 
Other officers of WATA for the 

ensuing year are Benjamin Ouris- 


man, Chevrolet, first vice-presi- 
dent; Robert L. Lewis, Ford- 
Lincoln Zephyr - Mercury, second 


vice-president; L. S. Jullien, auto- 
motive jobber, treasurer; F. L. 
Haller, Hudson, secretary. 

Whitney Leary, Chrysler - Plym- 
outh, and E. O. Carl, independent 
Service station, were elected di- 
rectors for three-year terms, and 
Earl O. Baker, Nash, director for 
one year. 





Austin, Plant Builder, 
Killed in Plane Crash | 
_CHICAGO. — Wilbert J. Austin, | 
4, president of the Austin Co.,| 
Cleveland, industrial engineers and | 
| builders, was one of the eight pas-| 
| Sengers killed last Wednesday as a| 
hited Airlines plane crashed near 


ri the Chicago airport in bad weather. 
" Austin built many of the auto- 
-| Motive industry’s factories, one of 
: is biggest assignments being a 
P $60,000,000 industrial city and auto- 

Mobile plant in Russia about 10 


years ago. 
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argest Increase Reported 
By Vehicle Manufacturers) 


ber advanced to 235 percent of the 
base, which compares with 185 
percent registered in September 
and 159 percent for October last 
year. 


Service parts shipments to whole- 
salers for October declined to 199 
percent of the base as compared 
to 200 percent in September. In 
October, 1939 the index stood at 
183 percent. 


Accessories shipments to whole- 
salers in October increased, stand- 
ing at 149 percent of the base 
index, which compares with 132 
percent in September and 106 per- 
cent in October, 1939. 


Service equipment shipments to 
wholesalers in October advanced to 
142 percent of the base, which 
compares with 139 percent in Sep- 
tember and 101 percent in October, 
1939, MEMA reported. 


| 














STUDEBAKER PRIDES itself on being the world’s oldest vehicle manu- 
facturer and backs up its claim with long years of loyal employe service. 
For instance, here are four Studebaker employes, Florence C. Fowler, A. G. 
Rumpf, Nelson H. Kyser and Peter Mais sr., receiving gold watches as part 
of the celebration honoring their 40 years of service. Left to right are W. S. 
Gundeck, director of industrial relations; R. A. Vail, vice-president in charge 
of production; H. S. Vance, chairman of the -board; Miss Fowler, librarian; 
Paul G. Hoffman, president; Rumpf, treasurer and secretary; Kyser, super- 
visor of safety; Mais, foreman of the administration building, and K. B. Elliott, 
vice-president. 


A San Diego resident for 28 
years, Mr. Mack came here after 
his retirement from the manufac- 
turing business, in the founding of 
which he was associated with his 
brother, Joseph S. Mack, also a 
San Diego resident now. 


Augustus F. Mack Dies; 


Co-Founded Mack Truck 


SAN DIEGO, Calif—Augustus F. 
Mack, one of the founders of Mack 
Truck Co., died Dec. 2 of a heart 
ailment. His age was 67. 
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quipment Sales Show Substantial Gains for October 





Mack Announces 
Chrysler Service 


School Expansion 


DETROIT.—J. H. Mack, general 
service manager, Chrysler Corp., 
has announced an expanded pro- 
gram of technical education for 
Dodge, De Soto, and Chrysler deal- 
ers’ service men. 

“Our 1941 model technical meet- 
ings will be completed this month,” 
said Mack, “and, with over 30,000 
dealers’ service men having at- 
tended the 500 meetings, we feel 
encouraged to develop this me- 
chanical training. 

“District service representatives 
will now begin holding individual 
technical schools in dealers’ service 
departments,” continued Mack. “In 
this way, we will be able to give 
more time to the individual me- 
chanic, and with the use of newly 
developed equipment can be sure 
each service man becomes con- 
versant with 1941 service methods.” 





e 


in several 
cifies Ong 
by Teletype! 





“: READ 


sages, reports, orders, etc., 





Bell System Teletypewriter Service flashes mes- 


back and forth— 


across a county or a continent—almost as easily 
as you talk across a desk. There is this difference: 


the teletype automatically records, in type, at 


all connected points, every word that is ex- 
changed. By using carbons, each machine also 
provides departmental copies. 

You may write new records for efficiency in 
your business by this modern service. A Bell 
System representative will gladly explain it to 


you. Call your local telephone office. 
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By A. H. Allen 


LES AUBERLIN’S monthly sur-| similar percentages. 
* * Ed 
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| interfere with shipments of fin- | Pe 
ished cars from the Detroit area, | 
especially when it comes on sud-| 
denly. Large transport trucks, which 
carry three or four cars on their 
light alloy backs, become bogged 
down in snow and ice, and there 
have been occasions when _ the 
| failure of these shippers to keep 
up with schedules has meant back- | 





|ing up of cars in shipping lots| 
‘in two-tones. Other makers report and a disruption of assembly line 
schedules. 


ee a 


vey of business conditions and/§ 
buying policies among _ industries 
in the Detroit area, made in be- 
half of the Purchasing Agents 
Assn. of Detroit, confirm the sus-| 
pected rush to buy ahead on all) 
commodities from steel to wiping | 
rags. Here are the figures on buy-| 
ing policy: 


A female observer has made 
the suggestion that, for future 
models, stylists might play with 
the idea of a chameleon paint 
job — one which would auto- 
matically change color under 
varying light conditions! 

* a * 


Currently, however, this inter- 
ruption may have no effect, for 
it is understood the railroads 
have several thousand automo- 
bile cars stored on sidings near 
key plants in this area, which 
they can shunt into assembly 

| plants on short order, should 


| 








Percent | Black still seems to lead the solid| Toad shipments become tied up. 
Hand-to-mouth .......... 2 = a preference. | * * & 
One month ahead ....... 2 gain citing Pontiac figures, black © »_C 
Two months ahead ...... 9 is ahead with 26 percent, followed | Some Common | 
Three months ahead ... .58 by maroon with 24 percent, dark Defects of °41 
Six months ahead ....... 27 blue with 14 percent and gray with) gPpRAKING of bad weather, 
Nine months ahead ..... 3 13 percent. there is one defect common to 


Thus nearly 90 percent of all 
buyers are trying to place orders 
for from three to six months ahead. 
Not in a long time has this long- 
term policy been so evident as 
today. 

OK ok 

On the matter of business 
conditions, 99 percent of those 
questioned believe things today 
are the same or better than a 
month ago, compared with 78 
percent of this belief in July. 
All buyers are of the opinion 
commodity prices are the same 
as or higher than a month ago. 
Fifty percent report inventories 
higher than a month ago — a 
significant expression. 

K ok oF 


Ba 


Of course, it is an axiom that 
as production increases, inventories 
must keep pace. Floats must be 
built up to carry a high rate of 
manufacture, but on top of this 
there is a decided “scariness” 
among buyers today which leads 
them to bulking up inventories as 
insurance against getting “shut 
out” in the months ahead. Ninety- 
three percent of the buyers con- 
sider credit ample; collections are 
uniformly good; 60 percent con-| 
sider employment above a month 


* * 


| v ° 

| Castings Easy 
To Produce 

| ZINC ALLOY die castings find 
| probably their largest market in 
| automobiles, chiefly for decorative 
parts that are subsequently chrom- 
ium plated, but for many mechan- 


no finishing — carburetors, control 
arms, pins, brackets, etc. Each 
year it seems that designers 
achieve new effects with castings 
which, despite their semi-fragile 
| characteristic in large, thin sec- 
tions, are easy to produce in large 
quantities and require a minimum 
| of finishing operations. 

| ok Sd 


One of the early uses of die 
castings was in radiator grilles. 
Produced in a single piece, these 
grilles were quite expensive to 
replace when broken by the im- 
pact of a stone or another car. 
Some replacements were priced 
as high as $50 or $60. To short 


revised grilles so that they could 
be made in a number of sections 
and then bolted together, per- 
mitting any broken section to 


ical parts as well which require | 


circuit this difficulty, designers | 


most 1940 and 1941 models which 
car designers might give some im- 
mediate attention. This is the 
tendency of snow to pile up on 
| sharply sloped rear windows and 
| obstruct rear vision. Granted that 
| the sloping window effect is grace- 
ful and beautiful, it certainly has 
small utility in a snowstorm. Cor- 
rective methods might be to in- 
clude a blower in the rear quarter 
which could direct a stream of air 
across the window glass to prevent 
snow accumulation, or the embed- 
ding of electric heater wires in 
the glass to warm the window and 
melt off the snow. 

cd oH 


* 


THERE are other winter trou- 
| bles capable of correction, too. 
One is the collection of huge packs 
of snow and ice under front fend- 
ers, which often build up to 100 
pounds or more in weight and are 
difficult to remove. Another is the 
| poor traction of present tires on 
icy pavements. Another is the ex- 
cessive noise of some car heaters. 
| Another the tendency of wind- 
shield wipers to become clogged 
| up and ineffective through accumu- 
|lations of snow and ice. 





CHICAGO.— Cook county new 
car registrations in November were 
the highest in history for that 
month, totaling 10,021 units, a big 
gain over the November peak of 
6,800 set a year ago, and a slight 
drop from the October total this 
year of 10,298. 

The sales stimulus of the Chi- 
cago automobile show is credited 
with maintaining registrations at 
a high level last month, when 
otherwise they would have expe- 
rienced a sharp decline. 


Purchasing Men 
Report All Buying 
Policies Extended 


NEW YORK.—Industrial buying 
policies are being further ex- 
tended, with many concerns cover- 
ing six months ahead, according to 
National Assn. of Purchasing 
Agents report here Nov. 30. 

The more liberal buying policy, 





it was noted, prospects that prices , 


are unlikely to be lower for sev- 
eral months and commitments 
made at present values may prove 


ago. 


<> « 
* * 


Two-Tone Jobs 
Rise Sharply 


* 


THERE is some uncertainty over 
which car builder first offered two- 
tone paint jobs to the public, but 


many will tell you it was Graham 


In any event, the idea has caught | 


on with all producers and in some 


cases 


is being carried to near- 


ridiculous lengths. No question ex- 


ists as to the public’s preference 


for two-tone painting. Pontiac, for 


example, so far this year 
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FORT SHELB 


DETROIT 


A dollar s-t-r-e-t-c-h-e-s farther at 
the Fort Shelby. goo rooms with 
bath, circulating ice water and 
Servidor—from $2.50. 


J. E. FRAWLEY 
General Manager 
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has 
scheduled 32 percent of its output 


| 


| 
| 


| partment work, and a tremendous 





be replaced in the assembly at | But you cannot build a car to| economical. The main purpose, 
considerably less cost. Then came ‘Suit all the people. If sufficient! ,powever, the report states, is to 
the advent of the low grille and ™oney were spent to overcome the| a:sure supplies of materials when 


| above defects, buyers in California 

and Florida would start to be- 
grudge the fact they were paying 
for northern drivers’ troubles. 


“catwalk cooling,” dispensing 
with the need for the larger 
grilles used previously. 

* * § 


requirements of the defense pro- 
gram are placed on _ production 
lines. 

Fear of preference ratings to be 
| given those engaged in defense 
work, and_ possibilities of ad- 
ministrative control of materials 
when defense projects get fully 
under way, it was stated, has in- 
fluenced buyers to enter most 
markets more liberally. The former 
policy of carrying a 90-day stock 
has been stepped up to at least six 
months, and where supplies are 
available the larger stock supplies 
| will be maintained. 

The survey committee found that 
| prices have continued to move 
| slightly upward, while buying 
volume, like that of a year ago, 
| has been heavy. 

The survey report also found 


* 





4 Oil Firms Cited 
For Price Cutting 


DETROIT.—Standard Oil Co., 
Chicago, Gulf Refining Co., Pitts- 
burgh, Texas Co., New York and 
Shell Oil Co. St. Louis, are 
charged in Federal Trade Com- 
mission complaints with price dis- 
criminations in violation of the 
Robinson-Patman Act in the sale 
of gasoline in the Detroit area. 


The complaint alleges that the 
effect of each respondent’s dis- 
crimination in price has been and 
may be to injure, destroy and pre- 
| vent competition with the regular 
dealers in the resale of gasoline. 





Price Increase 
Believed Near 

AT THE MOMENT producers of 
die castings are loaded with auto- 
motive business, and to complicate 
matters are faced with a possible, 
shortage of electrolytic zinc, from 
which die casting metal is pre-| 
pared. Reasons for the apparent | 
shortage include shipment of a 
large tonnage of zine to Japan, 
adoption of electrolytic zine in 
brass and bronze for Navy de- 


increase in the demand for gal- 
vanized steel for use in barracks, 
industrial plants and other con- 


struction. both the United States and Canada 


%* ok 


With supplies tightening and 


* 





| be possible but for shortage of 


| 1939 replacement shipments of *- 


employment totals were higher in | 


|}and that further increases would | 


| under October, 1939. 


demand unabated, the outlook is ° . , 

for a price increase, and die | Obituaries skilled labor, 
— = a — | Robert J. MacFarlane Twin Coach to Supply 

om ae Pe uae a “en = | OSHAWA, Ont.—For three years | 250 B oh f 7 ave 
first of the year or the first of | ooneral purchasing agent of General o uses for N. Y. City 


February. Where ordinarily it | Motors of. Canada, Robert, John, Mac- 
° ‘ ‘ a > o < shawe zener S- 

has been the practice for cast- wal Dec 3" He had not boon ‘in good 

ings producers to cover their | health for several weeks and had been 

customers on requirements for | on a holiday leave since Nov. 1 

possibly an entire model year, *¢ * 

they were fairly certain they 

could obtain all the zine they 

would need, at a price. Such is 


not the case now. 
ok * 


NEW YORK. — Approval of a 
| seven-year lease contract between 
City Board of Transportation and 
| Twin Coach Co. under which the 
!ecompany will provide 250 modern 
| buses, at a total rental of $3,347,996, 
to be substituted for street cars 
now operated by the city on seven 
important routes in Brooklyn, was 
voted recently by the City Board 
| of Estimate. 

The board’s action paved the way 





Ralph E. Northway 

SACO, Me.—Ralph E. Northway, 71, 

a founder of the Society of Automotive 

Engineers, died here Dec. 4. The hold- 

er of several mechanical patents, Mr. 

| Northway was a pioneer in the auto- 
SNOW and heavy weather often! motive field. 7 


* 


the Fulton St. elevated line. That 





job will be started immediately 
after delivery of the new buses 
begins. Of the 250 buses covered 
by the lease, 190 will be of the 
| ordinary gasoline engine type and 
|60 will be powered by diesel elec- 


tric engines. 


ry . ’ . 

| Teetor’s Song Hit 

| NEW CASTLE, Ind.—Macy O. Tee- 
|} tor, executive engineer of Perfect Cir- 
cle Co., announces that the Song Hit 
|Guild_ of New York City had selected 
his “I Saw You First" for publication 
and he already had received an ad- 
vance royalty The local engineer, 





SENIOR ENGINEERING students from Lehigh University at Bethlehem, Pa., 
visited the Chevrolet plant in Detroit last week to see the practical application 


of the prineples they have been studying in classes. They were accompanied 
by Prof. F. V. Larkin, third trom right, head of the mechanical engineering 1iose hobby sone writing, scored 
department at Lehigh. They are shown here watching an operation in the a_ few years with a composition 
sharpening of a gear cutter at the Gear and Axle plant. titled ‘‘Lost 


is 


ake 


| for the beginning of demolition of ' 


MARMON-HERRINGTON tank undergoes stream-fording test in 
county (Indiana) hills. The armored tanks, equipped with rubber 
said to be capable of fast truck highway speeds. 


‘Chicago Sales in November 





| Cadillac-LaSalle, 218; Mercury 2! 


| 
| 


| 
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|022 for Sept. 30 and 8,381,852 for 
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Set New Record for Monitl« 


For the first 11 months, »,{fORD 
istrations were 115,249 new ¢a,} Ford? 
whereas during the correspondir; Mercu 
period of 1939 they amounted ;, 1 
87,673. Lineo 

The lead by makes was held »plUDE! 
Chevrolet with 1,926 units. PlyjqUDSO 
outh finished in second place wit pACKA 
1,207, Buick in third with 17}, 
Pontiac in fourth with 924, ay 
Ford in fifth with 912. WL 

Sixth place was taken by Oli}il 
mobile with 674, seventh by Dodg 
with 618, eighth by Chrysler wit TOT! 
400, ninth by Packard with 3% 
tenth by De Soto with 263, elevent} *Revi 
by Hudson with 238, and _ twelftilyenney 
by Studebaker with 222. interna 

Other makes in order wej>- 


Bantan 
Buick. 
Cadilla 
Chevro 
Chrysle 
De Sot 
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Nash, 171; Lincoln-Zephyr, 7 
Graham, 32; Willys, 31, and Hy 
mobile, 1. Listed under misce: 
laneous were 426 vehicles, pri: 
cipally taxicabs. 














Tire Shipments 


In October Up 






Dodge. 
23% Over Sept aa 


NEW YORK.—Automotive pnetyineols 


matic casing shipments  duritiyay 
October exceeded September shit fojgcm 
ments by 23.3 percent according t}pseKa: 
Rubber Manufacturers Assn. "mol 

October casing shipments totaled Pontia 
5,560,709 units as compared Williudep 
4,511,664 units shipped in Septem Willys 
ber and 5,160,661 units shipped = 
October, 1939. 

Original equipment shipment 
amounted to 2,322,313 units. Thi 
represents a 58.5 percent increas 
over the September figure of |: 
464,925 units, and 29.9 __ percell 
above October, 1939 shipments 
1,788,320 units. 

October replacement shipment}: 
of 3,098,371 units were 5.1 percell 
more than the September replace 
ment shipments of 2,948,797 unit 
but 4 percent below the October 
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ALBA 
totaled 
York d 
the cu 
gallons 
period, 




















226,305 units. . 

Exports of pneumatic casing 
were 140,025 which compares with 
97,942 for September and 14613 
for October, 1939. Production, » 
081,939 units, was 15.1 __percetl 
above September and 5.7 percel 







Stocks of pneumatic casings “ 
the hands of manufacturers 
Oct. 31 were estimated at 9,447,% 
units which compares with 9,886, 
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es 
Delay 


October, 1939. 


Studebaker Polaroid 
Exhibit Is on Tout 


SOUTH BEND. Studebaker: 
New York automobile show exhib! 
of four-color Kodachrome thre 
dimensional pictures is now tourine 
the country and will visit Stude- 
baker dealers in major markets 
Studebaker claims to be the firs 
to use three dimensional picture 
in any automobile show. , 

A spectator wearing polarole 
viewers sees these pictures in thelr 
true depth. 
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production—Registrations AUTOMOTIVE NEWS, DECEMBER 9, 1940 (439 )—19 


maieek’ s Production Drops Slightly to 122,240 Units 


2 


Chrysler, Ford = | 


AN’s Production Estimate er a 











Res bese Passenger Car Registrations 





















(U. S. and Canada) > S : TT COMPLETE TOTAL, 10 MONTHS 

WEEKS ENDED DEC. 7, NOV. 30 o Oct. Oct. 1940 1939 Unit 

Jan.1 Jan.1 —_— Upsu ree Total Pos. 1940 Pos. 1939 Pos. Gain 

Week Same Week Nov. to to By James L. Delahanty EUR OIEG «Varies Venere 71,689 1 692,522 1 474,002 1 218,520 

Ended Week Ended Total Dec.9 Dec.7 | Associate Editor eee ee 41,761 2 441,523 2 390,206 2 51,317 
Dec.7 1939* Nov.30* Revised 1939*  1940* E ibs : oe eee 41,517 3 365,020 3 320,160 3 44,860 

et Eeetis te Mar Meek EER TIME, os cee ncn snsene 32,283 4 238,804 4 167,547 4 71,257 
RAL MOTORS .. 50,250 48,173 58,724 207,888 1,330,614 1,783,227 | and trucks in the Unite ates 7 3'268 

and Canada during the past week| Pontiac .............. 22,576 5 186,855 5 123,587 6 63,2 

puncncianies 27,000 28,000 29,000 114,549 785,910 1,034,128 fell slightly be-|Dodge ............... 10,273 7 163,883 6 163,239 5 644 
st Ld seal he a Ra 8,750 7,575 ~=—-8,950 © 33,799 219,405 285,735 | AUTOMOTIVENEWS low the previous| Oldsmobile .......... 18627 6 159,629 7 112,835 7 46,794 
1 1 Studebaker .......... 10,113 8 985,477 8 67,497 8 17,980 

cine sales obs SN 7,100 6,04 8,376 30,323 154,319 229,163 duction Esti week, due to 

the Bro 5900 5807 5948 28,672 187.775 19785: Production Estimate os iistments in| Chrysler ............. 6486 11 78994 9 58078 9 20,916 
racks, nf gidsmobile ..-------- , , , , , 1,852 some plants BE. ss veceacverss 8,044 9 67,694 10 46,513 13 21,181 
BIAS ccs sees eeeeee 1,500 1,250 1,450 5,545 33,205 36,349 ; Mercury ............. 4,759 13 65,577 11 51,755 10 13,822 
a Output for the) packard 7,046 10 62303 12 47,178 411 15,125 
mYSLER ....------- 28,300 22,075 26,700 109,226 638,142 945,512 week was set at De Soto lech donot ath ital 4820 12 58844 18 47018 12 11826 
DET [ pymoutht .........-. 14,000 10,800 12,900 54,870 317,170 491,732 ee ee eee 2534 15 42262 14 44.429 14  2,167* 
Gelgtt occ se ceeseeee. 8375 6,975 7,950 31,026 204,996 273,789| Week compares with|CAadillac-LaSalle ..... 3,971 14 28656 15 27,339 15 1,317 
nth Qhrysler ..--.--e 005: 3,450 2,500 3,400 13,620 67,151 106,461;  ~” _ 124,575 vehicles| Willys ......--.------ 1,418 17 17,990 16 10,810 17 ae 
ae 2,475 1,800 2,450 9,710 48,825 73,580 192,040] gm |<g— built in the pre-| Lincoln .....-....-.-. — = Slee lhl 
” THis vious week and|Granam ............. 201 18 1,526 18 3,552 18 2,026 
ithe, wm MOMD vce cc cece eee eeees 25,800 25,250 25,650 106,028 835,047 889,277 115.139 units| Hupmobile ........... 40 19 133 19 887 19 754* 
BF BEIEED cvessecseeoxcen. 22,200 22,000 22,100 91,560 731,807 769,660 assembled in| Miscellaneous ....... 478 _ _ an 1,778 
espondin! Yercury ..----+- +--+: 2,950 2,500 2,900 11,770 81,550 86,297 the same week 290,495 2.779.586 2.175.262 604,924 

>unted  tineoln-Zephyr .-.- 650 «750 650,698 21,690 25,628 of 1680, ea oe 779, 175, 3 

Genera ea 
S held bp eer «-----. ee —115,139 tors group total| rose again last week to 28,300 ve-| week and 25,250 assembled in the 
ts, PlymgHUDSONT ...---------- 1,250 2,700 1,700 6,612 77,911 86,056 for the week is| hicles. This compares with 26,700| same week of 1939. 

lace Wit}paCKARD ......------ 2,000 «3,174 += -2,057 7,556 = 70,218 += 70,373 set at 50,250) cars and trucks built in the previ-| In the independent group Stude- 
ith 1g SUE hada 9 a5) Sid via sles e 2,750 1,571 2,731 10,626 60,900 57,013 units, which! oys week and 22,075 units assem-| baker continued to top all others 
924, ani Sere 150 9145 1,260 4,689 20,944 25,846 compares with] bled in the same week of 1939.| as production on 1941 trucks gath- 


53,724 cars and| At this time a year ago Chrysler| ered momentum. Nash, Hudson and 





by OlifMISCELLANEOUSt .. 8,100 7,900 = 7,800 29,650 246,682 Rass , trucks built in| plants had finally got into produc-| Packard remained relatively high 
z Dode: eet: comet aa 7 re ~~ a week Se aan as tion in all divisions after the 54-day | also. 

Siler Will woTALt.............. 122,240 115,189 124,575 493,974 3,881,540 4,314,748 | Pleted in the comparable week Of | strike tieup. AvTomoTive News’ revised total 
with 3g] TOTALT . : oe 1939. All plants worked on five-day| Ford group total for the week] production figure for November 


elevent]| *Revised. *Includes trucks. tClosed. Miscellaneous includes Crosley,| schedules for the week although] rose slightly. The Ford estimate|was set at 493,974 cars and trucks 
| twelfttivenney, Autocar, Brockway, Diamond T, Divco, Federal, GMC, Indiana,|some were on nine-hour days. was set at 25,800 which contrasts} built in the United States and 
International, Mack, Reo, Sterling, White, etc. Total output for Chrysler plants! with 25,650 built in the previous! Canada. 


Plant Activity New Commercial Car Registrations, 2 States for Nov., 1940-1939 


(Week Ended Dec. 7) 
OUTPUT UNITS WORKING 


Bantam. . ..working on Army cars 
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Figures supplied by R. L. Polk & Co., and for New York City area by Sherlock & Arnold 











phavanaied rise; 8,750, five days es g . 
....Steady; 1,500, five days . » s|- os ala = 2 . 
= Chevrolet. .steady; 27,000, five days STATES Zz e g ‘ = z 3 3 ¢ : = E & : 2 3 STATES 
(hrysler....steady; 3,450, five days § $ > § S a 3 z : 3 = 8 3 E 5 3 = =ig 5 
‘ . ; S a = S ° : _ _ 
U rans at Gee bee dae eleglélalal2/Eléelsleleleislzlalslale |B] | & 
evs « SHOR ; '25,150,, Vv ays| Arkansas | 30%; 43 200 j 9 7| rkansas 
eo & a a phe ‘39 | 3093 336 25358 78|__ 3) ~—6 2 749|'39 
Hudson....... drop; 1,250, five days} Delaware K (| #@, , ¢« 2 | = 2 | ry Baavae Delaware 
mi. steady; 650, five days| —qotal2 States 740, | 356, 1 19 308 ai l oCU,tC|;:StC<C~« [2 $6940 Total 2 States 
- a Nash....... steady; 2,750, five days| for November 39) | | __ 355 4 38° 12 284 67 92) 2 a | | $63)'39 for November 
‘i P0ldsmobile. .steady; 5,900, five days| Total "10°" 1650) 1366| 159265, 5492, 1413 46187 1362 133593 35724, 624 66980, 6365, 8186, 430 1010, 5606, 2063; 1814|479160)°40 Total 
: ing “IPyckard....steady; 2,000, five days| _ to Date 1781| 1540|141220| 4386! 1163,43779 1430105329 28821, 366, 162,56047| 5565| 7627| 837] | 1876| 3866) 1298) 1772|408865)'39 to Date 


Plymouth. .steady; 14,000, five days 


_ aes a ae oe ee New Commercial Car Registrations by Months, 1940-1939 


Septem isi nein drop; 750, five days | 





























ose 815| 698) 99177 81274/21085) | |37573| 3504) 5471 
65459 16572) 274/ 106 30677 3168} 4928) 





Six-Months’ 3131) 898 29567] Gag] S519) 23s) TSP OTLIBT 40 Six-Months’ 
*| 740| | 1080 Total 







































Total 922} 886] 88883) 2431) 781/27057| oH 1 | 106 = 829) 1095|248826 |'39 
pmett} N.Y. Fuel Use Up | JULY -40|160| 158] 16384| @42| 106] 4731) 121) 14447) 4253, G4 | Zio ~ 718; 999] 78) ——~=«|~S 77 178 248) 153| 50913 |"40 JULY 
eer ret. aor ee ’39| 300) 170) 15432) < a _117| 4562) 116) 12514) 2872| 43] 21) 5744) 541) 946) 31) —|_—-229) = 358) _133| 182] 44747|'39 
ncreas}vlaled 1,375,990,161 gallons in New | AUGUST 740| 112 137| 17053 587( E| 4724, 121| 12380) $900) 34 | 7397 661| 685; 93| | 2 470 214| 170| 48980/"40 AUGUST 
of 1-)0% during ‘the first nine months of | _ '39| 185) 140) 14327] 449 _4709| 158) 12090] 3031| 28] 12] 6101) 524) 793] 28) | 238 92| 163] 43523/'39 
cos te current year, a gain of 42,761,066 | SEPTEMBER 40, 134) 131] 11394) 530| 133) 3488| 134| 10804 | 3204, 34) | 7081; 639; 434) 99) | 73 551) 206 38224 "40 SEPTEMBER 
per —_ over the corresponding 1939 39] 191) 157| 9132| 496, 64 4169| 159 7288. 3091/11. 14) 6297| 556) 439° 18) 165) 483) 99) 154 "39 
ents diveriod, according to announcement *40| 429) 247) 14901) 601| 126) 3928) 140) 14380, 3212) 49775 588, 104) | 109) 588) 172| 185) 48356)°40 OCTOBER 






tere by the state tax department. Sep- | OCTOBER 


Siher Gauaiie wacker Peal caken our 39, 183/181] 13091) _570|_117| 3244) 251] 7694/ 3188|__10| _9|_7136|_774|_515|__20 | 162| 455| 145) _178| 37923)'39 








pmentifever, fell off slightly as compared with Total °40| 1650 1366/158909| 5491) 1413/46438, 1362 133285 35653, 624 66910) 6364, 8177, 428 | 1040) 5608) 2063| 1814/478591|"40 Total 
yercentftie same month last year. to Date 39) 1781! 1540|140865| 4382) 1163 43741) 1418)105045 28754) 366) 162/55955| 5563) 7621| 837) | 1874| 3865] 1298) 1772|408002|'39 to Date 
eplace- 

i‘ New P Car Registrati 28 for N "40-3 

ctbe New Fassenger Uar hegistrations, lates tor \Noy.. -39 

of 3- 


Figures supplied by R. L. Polk & Co., and for New York City area by Sherlock & Arnold 
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swith CHRYSLER FORD NON AFFILIATED 
146,136 n 
vn, 5: = « 
, §: ~ a‘ 2 ‘ : 
ercent : a a = = e & 
ercent STATES - = | xx © = | 2 =2 > %, = 7 a w oreree 
£is: ° | 3 | 22 21 2)#£]2 2] “3 £/ sien] &] & : £2] .2| 2/6 
gs it |e |e] elgel 2/5) 2/218] 2] ze] ELE} Efe) 2121/28 | 2/2) 8) 2] 818 
S <7 =o 3 = & 3 = 3 =s o | as S z= 3 s = 2 
- S = 4 s |oel als So im| 6 = oe x | = | ae S = = Zz é a = = oe 
ty 
. | Arkansas 40 30 17,68} =—«-:130) = 245} 115| Ss 15] 565) | 68 78; sal 454, 9) 21, 484 | 31 | 21| 14 31 6) 1| 574)’ 
or r "39 12) 9 57| 174 952| 120 2} 530) 8) 66) 94 $20| 613)  6| 47] 666 |. 42| 99) a4) $4| 1 3 iasal'as Arkansas 
Delaware 40) 22 6 38 90| 156) 111, 18) 216 1} 113 92 551 | 155, 6) 19) 180) l 8) l 6, 22 32 5 50)” : 
39) 2) 201 6| 22) 50) 123] 5| 203) 15) 102) 65 513 | 116) 7} 11) 184] 16) 5| «201 50 2 moose Delaware 
Total 2 State: 40 52; 23) + +106) 220; 401; 226| 33) 781) 1, 181; 1701392) G09) 15) 40) 664| | 39) 27 36) 63) il 1; 263440  Total2 States 
JorNovember __'39|__14)__ 29 63| 196; 302) 243 7| 733) 23) 168} 159) 1333] 729) 13) 800) 58) 27| 54] 114) 8 3) 3694, 4°39 ion anaes 
Total "40| 79046) 582867 163989/ 365240 667142|239030| 12375693303) 16315) 159810) 187025 1307858 442132) Tra15 65 3 525164) 1526) 67733) 133| 42289) 62339; 85540) 18001) 4495|2782220 40 “Total 
‘our | te Date '39| 58092| 47047163302 320356|588797 167790 10351 474735 |17018| 113003123746) 906643 390935) 1592751813 458675) 3552) 46571) 887) 44456) 47232) 67611| 10813| 2719/2177956)'39 to Date 
ms New P R by M 
< ew Passenger Car Registrations by Months, 1940-1939 
urilg | JANUARY 40) 7374) 5137) 16514) 32987) 62012) 23108) 1144) 65945) 1741) 14141) 16203|122282 42034] 2008] 6734| 51566]  37| 5737 8| 4335) 5271) 71 
47| 1678 ’ TARY 
tude- 5 *389| 5877| 3952] 15587] 29960] 55376] 15838] 1282 ae 1794 an 11505| 88309| 37541 i938 4510] 43989] 350] 3560 = 3900 3088 3500| 978 101 paca 39 coneaee 
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AUTOMOTIVE NEWS, DECEMBER 9, 1940 Used Cars—Servig, 
ar Stocks Lower in Key Citic 


ATAM Finds Used C 


eo 


Kight Areas Show Decrease 


While Only Four Increase 


Special to Automotive News 


CHICAGO.—As of Nov. 1, used 
car stocks declined in eight cities 
and increased in four by compari- 
son with Oct. 1, and were higher 
in 10 of the 12 key points by com- 
parison with Sept. 1. 

The inventory report, compiled 
by Automotive Trade Assn. Man- 
agers, is based upon returns from 


Only 38 Percent 
Of Cars Tested 
Are Found Okay 


RICHMOND, Va.—(UTPS).—Only 
38.5 percent of the 437,600 vehicles 
inspected in Virginia last spring 
met requirements, the division of 
motor vehicles reports. 


“The fact that 61.9 percent of 
the cars inspected a year ago were 
found to be defective and 61.5 per- 
cent last spring were in the same 
condition indicates the continuing 
need for inspection,” said Colonel 
Marion S. Battle, director of the 
division. 


Of the vehicles rejected on first 
examination last spring, the report 
said, 72.1 percent was because of 
headlight trouble, 32.8 percent be- 
cause of defective brakes, 25.6 per- 
cent because of other lights, 16.6 
percent because of steering and 
front end trouble, and 15.4 percent 
because of signal device defects, 
including stoplights. 


“WANT ADS 


Want a Man? 
Want a Job? 

Want to Buy? 
Want to Sell? 


YOU can make YOUR WANTS 
known quickly and cheaply to 
12,0060 Automobile Dealers, Jobbers, 
Manufacturers—the whole industry! 
Forms close Friday noon at Detroit. 
Cash in advance — TEN 

PER WORD PER INSERTION. 
per word for 
three insertions. Count each initial, 
group of numbers or abbreviation 
as one word. A Z 


WANT AD DEPARTMENT 
AUTOMOTIVE NEWS, DETROIT 


Twenty-five cents 





POSITION WANTED 


FORMER automobile and truck factory 
sales manager available. Outstanding 
record as sales producer, merchandiser, 
territory organizer. Experienced in sales 
training, sales and service promotion, 
advertising, dealer relations, business 
operations. Interested in important ex- 
ecutive position with factory, distributor, 
large dealership or agency. Box 248, 
Automotive News, Detroit. 


CANADIAN employed by one of the largest 
Canadian organizations wishes to connect 
with American firm contemplating open- 
ing in Canada. Has had wide factory 
and retail administrative and selling ex- 
perience. Box 246, Automotive News, 

Detroit. 


FOR SALE 


FORD dealership, good location 
Kentucky, operating full speed. 
business; modern shop equipment; priced 
to sell. Terms. Other business makes buy 

Box 245, Automotive News, 


BUYER WANTED 


COLLEOTION SYST™EM—Approved method. 
for Automotive Trade. Effec- 

tive, inexpensive. Trial suggested. Samples 
and Mterature sent Free. Write today. 











Mereantile Forms Company, 11 Avon 
Street, Providence, Rhede Island 
FOR SALE 
400 NEW CAR dealership — New York 


state; best location; very attractive sales | 


and service; excellent organization; un- 
usual opportunity. Box 249, Automotive 
News, Detroit. 


WANTED 


WANTED for position as factory repre- 
sentative—man with well-rounded whole- 
sale automobile experience in_ the 
Memphis-New Orleans-Birmingham sec- 
tion. Must have had experience as re- 
gional, zone or district manager, includ- 
ing sales promotion experience and good 
retail background. Apply Box 250, Auto- 
motive News, Detroit. 








WANTED 12 sections, 12 drawers each 
‘‘Speedac’’ record systems, 4”x6” cards. 
George Strauss, 25 High street, Buffalo, 
8. F. 


|local associations and figured on a 
| days’ supply basis. 

Columbus had the highest supply, 
amounting to 46 days, and Dallas 
the lowest, 18.7 days. 


Stocks were lower in Akron, Chi- 
cago, Cleveland, Dallas, Kansas 
City, San Antonio, St. Louis, and 
Toledo on Nov. 1 than on Oct. 1, 
and higher in Columbus, Detroit, 
Peoria and Washington. 

Here are the three months’ com- 
parisons: 

DAYS’ SUPPLY ON HAND 


Nov.1 Oct.1 Sept. 1 
MEPOR 6cecsvis eet 40.9 34.6 
Chicago ...... 40.7 41.7 30.2 
Cleveland ..... 7.1 43.5 34.1 
Columbus ..... 46 44.4 41.6 
ROE seid aes 18.7 19.2 15.2 
SPOREONG. 8026s 27.1 24.3 18 
Kansas City .. 40.2 43 31 
>  . ae 35.2 31 32 
San Antonio .. 28.8 30.7 29 
ee 27 33 28 
BOOED: 6i6k5 50% 43 45 40 
Washington .. 25.5 24.8 19.8 
W. A. (Cap) Williamson, presi- 


dent of ATAM, announced the addi- 
tion of two members, bringing the 
total to 55, including 48 active and 
seven honorary members. Added to 
the roster were Carl L. Snow, 
secretary of Utah Automobile Deal- 
ers Assn., Salt Lake, and H. D. 
Bullock, secretary - manager of 
Kansas City Motor Car Dealers 
Assn. 


Conrection 


“Our attention has been called 
to an item in the Nov. 18 issue 
of Automotive News with a date 
line of Boston and written by 
Jim Sullivan, staff correspond- 
ent, which relates to a plan of 
E. V. Lane in relation to the 
sale of used cars. 

“The article closes with the 

















statement: ‘The Boston Better 
Business Bureau has _investi- 
gated and endorsed it and 





people who asked where they 
could be sure of getting used 
cars without being ‘gypped’ are 
recommended to go to Lane. 

“The above quoted statement 
is inaccurate. The Boston Better 
Business Bureau has not en- 
dorsed or approved any such 
plan and anybody who asked us 
where they could be sure of 
getting used cars are not 
‘recommended to go to Lane.’ 

“I cannot anticipate that there 
is any cause for misunderstand- 
ing any place as Mr. Lane re- 
quested permission to use a 
statement that his plan was 
approved by the Boston Better 
Business Bureau and this _ re- 
quest was refused. We have not 
participated in the scheme in 
any way. 

“It is not a function of the 
Boston Better Business Bureau 
to endorse any concerns or to 
recommend definitely who the 
public should patronize.—K. B. 
Backman, general manager, 
Boston Better Business Bureau. 


































and passing lights 
Electric Auto-Lite 
Co. The Seelite is constructed on the 
“Sealed Beam’ principle used in the , 
Auto-Lite headlamp. The sealed con- | 
struction keeps dust and moisture from 
reaching the silver - plated reflector. 
Silver creates more beam candle power 
than other finishes. Pre-focused fila- 
ment never requires adjustment, it is 
said. Driving and passing units, with 
clear lenses (recommended -for cars 
prior to 1940), are interchangeable 
with amber Fog-Lite Units (recom- | 
mended for 1940 and 1941 models). 


SEELITE FOG 
just developed by 








ARCHIE HUGHES, somewhere in Kentucky in 1902. The car: 
a Pope-Toledo, 12-14 horsepower 2-cylinder gas-engined, chain 
driven, five-passenger touring model. The jack: An old fence rail 


and a piece of firewood. 


My Girst Sale 


RCHIE HUGHES is a 

pioneer automobile sales- 
man. No one can dispute that 
fact, for he has documentary 
evidence to prove his claims 
and his passport to the Hall 
of Fame has been properly 
visa-ed. That passport shows 
he made his first sale in 1898. 
He had been mixed up in the 
bicycle industry before that. 
For years he has been the 
Hughes of the Foss-Hughes 
Co., of Philadelphia, selling 
Ford, Lincoln-Zephyr and Mer- 
cury, and in his time he sold 
Pope-Toledos and Pierce- 
Arrows. Let him tell the story 
of his first sale. He writes: 

“As a result of my reading 
AUTOMOTIVE News from the 
front to the rear, I was par- 
ticularly attracted by Jim 
Levy’s “My First Sale.” I 
wasn’t so much interested in 
Byron C. Foy’s “First Sale” as 
I never knew him, but re- 
membering Jim well, that at- 
tracted me at once. So I have 
been conjuring my brain to 
recall the facts concerning 
“My First Sale.” I can’t forget 
it as in demonstrating the sale 
of my first car I cut two fin- 
gers off my left hand. 

“I was in the bicycle busi- 
ness at Syracuse, N. Y., and 
was selling bicycles. I had my 
eye on the horseless carriages 
that had come to my town. T. 
D. Wilkins brought in an elec- 
tric vehicle. It was what we 





called a “trap” in those days. 
It was a multiple-seated car, 
setting very high with a can- 
opy top which was detachable. 

“The next one was Art Ben- 
jamin with a steam Locomo- 
bile. Van Wagner, the old road 


racing “wonder” was with 
Barnes-Cycle Mfg. Co. in the 
capacity of superintendent and 
he brought out a steam car 
known as the Century. That 


was before John Wilkinson’s 
time with the Franklin. 

“Now I come into the pic- 
ture with my first sale. There 
was a Catholic organization 
holding a fair to raise money. 
The members were evidently 
very progressive. They wanted 
to purchase an automobile to 
put up as a door prize. The 
money was limited. The suc- 
cess of it was a big gamble. 
They came to me stating their 
wishes and the amount of 
money they wished to spend. 
I couldn’t see where they 
could get much of anything 
for the amount mentioned. I 
suggested that I go to New 
York as their representative 
and do the best job I could for 
them. 

“IT learned that A. E. Shaff 
who had been appointed in 
charge of the American Bi- 
cycle Co.’s automobile division, 
had some ‘clean-up cars’ and 
the only thing within my 
money limitation was a Tri- 
Moto which was made by the 
Western Wheels Works of Chi- 
cago, maker of Crescent bi- 
cycles. Shaff had a contract 
with a man named Pennington 
to make for him some of 
these vehicles and he put up a 
deposit and as it turned out 
his money ran out and he was 
unable to make good. 

“In the meantime, however, 
the Western Wheel Works had 
assembled some 60 odd of 
these three-wheeled horseless 
wonders. It was a two-seated 
rig with a de Dion-Bouton mo- 
tor. It was operated by a lever 
that handled the clutch, the 
steering, the spark and the 
throttle. I made the purchase, 
had it shipped to Syracuse and 
it was put up as a prize and 
won by a lad who was afraid 
of it (I don’t blame him) and 
I eventually purchased it from 
him and it became, too, my 
first automobile.” 


Safety Council Preparing 
Brake Servicing Standards 


CHICAGO. — Recognizing the 
importance of proper brake main- 
tenance in the reduction of traffic 
accidents, National Safety Council 


|is preparing a standard schedule 


for brake servicing. 

The council announces that it 
has set up a special committee to 
investigate the problem of brake 
maintenance, and to draw up a 
standard service plan that will 
provide a basis for understanding 


and agreement between motor ve- | 


hicle owners and brake service 
mechanics. 
The plan will offer a general pro- 


cedure to be used both for deter- 


mining whether brakes should be! 


repaired or adjusted and for ren- 
dering the needed service. It will 
show the steps that apply to all 
braking systems, but will avoid de- 
tails that vary in different systems 
and which are covered in servicing 


publications of manufacturers of ' 


'vehicles and brake equipment. 

The council emphasizes that the 
plan will not conflict with official 
inspection standards. Dealing with 
car performance only as a general 
indication of the need for service, 
| it will be concerned primarily with 
| the mechanical condition, adjust- 
|ment, servicing and replacement of | 
parts, so that the brake system will 
approach new car performance as 
well as meet legal requirements. 

The need for a standard brake 
service guide to be used by the en- 
| tire industry was suggested to the 
council by the United States As- 
| bestos division. 


“The braking system is one of | 
the most important parts of the 
vehicle for accident prevention,” 
|said Earl J. Reeder, chief traffic 
engineer of the council. “Too often 
the motorist waits until broken 
parts or lost control demonstrate 
the need for brake repair.” 


| 
| 
| 
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1940 Models 




















Make Model pl 8 
Buick 41 Sed. Tk. (H&R) Vg 
Chevrolet Del. Sed. Good 
Chevrolet Del. Sport Sed. VG 
Chevrolet Spl. Del. Spt. Sed. y.g 
Chevrolet Del. Spt. Sed. Good 
Packard 120 Tk. Sed. Good 
1939 Models 
| Buick 46 Bus. Coupe 
Buick 48 Tk. Coach Sal 
Buick 48 Tk. Coach Good 
Chevrolet Del. Sed. (H&R) Good 
Chevrolet Del. Sport Sed. V.G. 
Chevrolet Del. Sport Sed. Good 
Chevrolet Del. Sport Sed. Fair 
Dodge Sedan Good 
Ford 85 Coach Good 
Ford 85 Coach Del. Good 
Ford 85 Sed. (H&R) Good 
Olds 6 Tk. Sed. (H&R) Good 
Pontiac 6 Coach (H&R) Good 
Willys Sedan V.G. 
1938 Models 
Buick 41 Sed. (H&R) Good 
Buick 41 Sedan Good 
Buick 41 Tk. Sed. (R)  V.G. Soto 
Buick 41 Tk. Sed. (H&R) V.G. 4 pie 
Chevrolet Del. Sport Sed. Good 
Chevrolet a (H&R) V.G. a 
Dodge k. Sed. Good 
Dodge Tk. Sed. God 3 
Ford Del. 85 Bus. Cpe. V.G. 
Plymouth Sedan V.G. Dodge 
Plymouth Del. Bus. Cpe. Fair —_ 
Pontiac 6 Cpe. (H&R) Good 
Stude. 6 Tk. Sed. oe 
Willys Sedan Good 1 
Willys Tk. Sed. (H@R) VG. 4 
—— 
1937 Models ford V-8 ‘ 
Buick 41 Tk. Sed. (H&R) Good — 
Buick 41 Sed. Good } 
Buick 48 Tk. Sed. (H&R) Good 4 
Buick 41 Tk. Sed. Good 
Buick 64 Coach (H&R) Good 3 
Buick 41 Tk. Sed. Good =e 
Buick 61 Tk. Sed. (H&R) Good mford V-8) 
Buick 41 Tk. Sed. Good _—— 
Buick 47 Sed. Good ¥ 
Buick 61 Tk. Sed. (H&R) V.G. 4 
Buick 41 6 Wh. Tk. Sed. V.G. eee 
Buick 41 Tk. Sed Good 4% 
Chevrolet Del. Twn. Sed. VGA _ 
Chevrolet Del. Sed. (H&R) V.G. fiudson Si 
Chevrolet Del. Tk. Sed. Vw — 
Chrysler Royal Tk. Sed. Good @ 
De Soto Tk. Sed. “a © 
Dodge 14-ton Panel EE 
Ford 85 Coach Good 1! 
Ford 85 Sed. Good —— 
Ford 60 Sed. Fair ‘4lincoln-Z 
Ford 60 Cpe. Ve —_— 
Olds 8 Sed. Fair 
Olds 8 Tk. Sed. “a. =” 
Packard 120 Tk. Coach EE 
Packard 120 Tk. Sed. Good 3 
Plymouth Tk. Sed. Far Qo 
Plymouth Del. Tk. Sed. Good Mercury 
Pontiac 8 Tk. Sed. Fair _— 
Pontiac 6 Sed. ak aa Oe 
Pontiac 6 Tk. Coach (H&R) ot 
Stude. 6 Tk. Sed. Good 4 ash Ami 
1936 Models aoe 
Buick 41 Tk. Sed. PO Wiis 
Buick 41 Tk. Sed. (H&R) Good 
Buick 48 Tk. Coach Far  —_—_—_— 
Buick 48 Tk. Coach Good %0ldsSix 
Chevrolet Del. Tk. Sed. God 4{——— 
Chevrolet Del. Tk. Sed. V.G. & 
Chevrolet Del. Tk. Sed. a 
Chevrolet Del. Tk. Coach ~ 2 
Chevrolet Del. Tk. Sed. Good 3s 
Chevrolet Del. Coach VG. Sh 
De Soto Tk. Coach Good |! Packard | 
De Soto Tk. Sed. rrr 
Dodge Tk. Sed. Good 3 
Dodge Tk. Sed. Good 13 ene 
Ford % Dely. Good! 
Ford Sedan ~~ ee 
Ford Coach ar ° 
LaSalle Sedan V6 2 
Plymouth Del. Tk. Sed. Good } Pymoutt 
Plymouth Bus. Cpe. Fair © 
Plymouth Tk. Sed. Good a 
Plymouth Tk. Sed. Good if 
Plymouth Bus. Cpe. God 1 
Plymouth Del. Tk. Sed. Good  * 
Pontiac 6 Tk. Sed. Good r — 
Pontiac 6 Coach V.G. Plymoutt 
ee 
1935 Models |~ 
Buick 41 Tk. Sed. (H&R) V-G. ~ 
Buick 61 Sedan - ae 
Chevrolet Del. Coac eG 
Chevrolet Stan. Sedan mr 4 
Chevrolet Stan. Coach ¢ 
Chevrolet Del. Coach 
Chevrolet Del. Coach 
Dodge Sedan 
Ford Coach 
| Ford Sed. Del. (H&R) 
| Ford Cabriolet 
| Ford Sedan 
Hudson 6 Tk. Sed. 
| Packard 120 Sedan 
| Plymouth Tk. Coach _ _— 
| Pontiac 6 R.S. Cpe. (H) ; 
Stude. 8 Sedan “«;—e_—— 
Terraplane 6 Sedan a 
1934 Models co— 
| Chevrolet Del. Coach Fair 
| Chevrolet Del. Sedan Good “ Ty, 
| Chevrolet Del. Coach Far |e 
| Chevrolet Del. Coach Goo 
| Chevrolet Del. Sedan God *|-—— 
| Ford Cabriolet = {| ~—. 
| Graham Sedan e yf 
Nash 8 Sedan Fair ——. 
1933 Models 
Buick 57 Sedan Good i, 
Buick 57 Sedan ~~ | ted Cg 
Chevrolet Sedan Goo This j 
| Olds Coupe Falr is t 
1930 Models 
Buick Coach — U 
| Buick Sedan Fall 


V.G.—Very Good 
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Ce ae cars, a8 advertised in local newspapers. SEDAN ® a 
this comparison. Newspapers co- Atlanta—Journal; Houston—Chronicle; Oklahoma City 
es only used in ‘ : 
a ting include: Boston—Globe; New York Times, se ar ing rices — Oklahoman, Times; Denve-— Post; Los Angeles — 
tio ol American; Philadelphia—Bulletin; Pittsburgh For Week Ending Nov. 24 Times; Scattle — Times. 
h (Copyright 190—Automotive News) 
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top and bottom prices on 1940, 1939, 1938 and 1937 A D V E +4 T i & E D —Sun Telegraph; Cincinnati— Post; Detroit — News; 
Chicago—Herald-American; &. Louis—Globe-Democrat; 














































ices MAKE Boston NewYork Phila. Pitts’brg Cin’mati Detroit Chicago St. Louis Atlanta Houston Okla. City Denver Los Ameles Seattle Natl. Avg. 
40] 865- 795, 825- 775 795 965- 745 997- 795 737- 595, 875- 745 SS hte 
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dele | ~~ +38] 575- 445| 545- 499| 525- 425, 565- 450, 545- $95 485-870 525- S95 485- 398 500-495 5 5, «495 


— ——— Si] 445- 345| 475- 205 | 450- 205 $95- 383 425. $25. 895. 2777 445- 205 S85- S22 445- 345. 395- S315 S77- 295, $25 































































































































n Special "404 1550 | 1565 | 
c es 68 tes | 
o | aan 895 | ise Mmemece ¢ ce ae a ee SE es | 775 i | S84- 750 
a 'S7] 575-445 | ig ag a TT | 795- 695) 540- 470 
od jerrolet Master 40] 649- 575, 495- 465) 599- 545 575- 492 519 595- 545| 695 | _ 645- 595 645 |_ 637 | @5 | 618- 536 
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National Average, All Makes, Nov. 24—$552-$476 


National Average, All Makes, Nov. 17—$569-$491 


cfs 
. “ng Car Selling Prices, as advertised in the classified section of metropolitan newspapers nationally, are compiled exclusively by Automotive News as a copyrighted feature. 
is the first time anywhere that bona-fide top and bottom prices have been compiled from published figures to establish the trend of the market and the resulting national indez. 


Where no prices are quoted, no car of make and model was offered during the period covered. 


Us : . . Raneas City Minneat - nna Gan Sitacala aa del , eter ¥ : F 
sed Car prices in Cleveland, Indianapolis, New Orleans, Dallas, Kansas City, Minnea} and San fran appeared on * page last week and will be published again next week. 
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Chapter C—De Soto 


Formed in tke spring of 1928 to build a new six- 
cylinder luxury car that would fill a gap in the existing 
price range tetween Chrysler Corp.’s Chrysler and 
Dodge by selling for less than "bi 000, Chrysler’s 
De Soto division almost immediately set about the 
business of capturing an important share of the mar- 


ket for itse’f. 

Priced at $885 to 
r a $995, the new De Soto 
il ie Six was displayed to 
the public for the first 
time at the 1929 auto- 
mobile show in New 
York. In the ensuing 12 
months, the company 
built and sold more 
than 80,000 models, and 
thus established an all- 
time first - year record 
for a new motor car 
division. 

In spite of the sharp 
break in business as 
the major depression 
started in 1929, DeSoto 
sold 71,000 units—and 
in the following year 
the company introduced 
the world’s lowest- 
priced eight, at the 
same time lowering still 
further the price of its 
six. 

The announcement, in 
1928, that Chrysler 
would fuild a car of another name came as a complete 
surprise to the industry and to the country in general. 
With 10 more information about the car than that it 
woul¢ have six cylinders and be a Chrysler product, 
more than 500 dealers signed the franchise. Since that 
first get-together in Detroit, the dealer organization has 
grovn to 3,000. 

Tpon the formation of De Soto, Joe Fields was ap- 
pointed the division’s president. C. W. Matheson was 
mde vice-president in charge of sales; B. E. Hutchin- 
soi, vice-president and treasurer, and L. G. Peed, gen- 
eal sales manager. Walter P. Chrysler was chairman 
d the board. 

In 1930, the new Plymouth car was placed in the 
iands of all De Soto dealers for retail distribution. In 
1931, Byron C. Foy was made president of De Soto 
when Joe Fields moved over to take charge of the 
Chrysler division’s operations. One of Foy’s first moves 
was to drop the eight-cylinder De Soto and establish a 
still lower price on the six. The result was that De Soto, 
in the depth of the depression, moved up to eleventh 
place from its starting point of thirty-third position. 


BYRON F?Y, president of De Soto 


First Airflow 

Introduction of America’s first airflow design was 
De Soto’s bid for attention in 1934. In the Airflow 
De Soto, for the first time, frame and body were one 
girder-trussed, safety-steel unit, extending not merely 
to the dash, but from end to end of the car, making it, 
according to its builders, 40 times more rigid than a 
conventional frame and body. 

Chrysler Corp. engineers designed the Airflow De Soto 
cars with broad, rounded “heads” and tapering bodies. 
Then they studied the greyhounds and birds to learn 
that nature’s swift-moving creatures carry the bulk of 
their weight forward. The bulk of the Airflow De Soto 
—the engine — was moved as far forward as possible 
to a position over the front axle, instead of behind the 
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axle, as in previous models. Thus, De Soto declared, the 
latest mode of automotive transportation was built from 
designs as old as life itself. With the advent of the Air- 
flow, De Soto also introduced a new automatic transmis- 
sion overdrive to make possible reduced engine speeds at 
high car speeds. And these Airflow cars have set the 
style for all cars ever since. 


Steadily increasing business brought an announce- 
ment in July, 1936, that De Soto required a manufac- 
turing plant of its own. Up to this time, the cars of this 
division had been built in other plants of the Chrysler 
Corp. in Detroit. Herman L. Weckler, then on Keller’s 
staff, was commissioned to supervise the job. He had 
been associated with the Chrysler Corp. since 1932, 
when he resigned as works manager of Buick to 
become assistant to K. T. Keller, then vice-president and 
general manager of the Chrysler Corp. 


The new $5,000,000 factory was ready for occupancy 
in September, and production of the new 1937 models 
was started immediately thereafter. Soon after the 


Out This Week 


Chris Sinsabaugh’s “Who, Me?”, in book form, will be available 
for distribution this week. 


company moved into its new headquarters, Weckler 
CC — vice-president and general manager of 
e Soto. 


Under Foy, Weckler and Peed, who was by this time 
vice-president in charge of sales, De Soto surged up- 
ward to a new all-time sales high — which stood at 88,- 
000 units when the 1937 model year had come to an end. 


Weckler left De Soto to take over the position of 
vice-president of the corporation in charge of industrial 
relations in November, 1937, and was succeeded by Clar- 
ence E. Bleicher. Weckler later was made vice-presi- 
dent and general manager and a director of Chrys- 
ler Corp. Bleicher had spent seven years as one of the 
operating executives on the staff of Keller, and his as- 
sociation with the Chrysler organization dated back to 
1923. From 1937 on, Bleicher has been responsible 
for the operations of the De Soto division and has been 
constantly more active in sales work too, working close- 
ly with Foy. 

For the 1940 model year, De Soto announced a longer, 
lower, roomier and completely restyled series of deluxe 
and custom sixes, priced substantially lower than pre- 
ceding models. Despite labor difficulties, which caused 
a seven-week-long shut-down at the beginning of the 
model run, De Soto’s 1940 production was 23.94 percent 
over 1939. 


"4.1 Features 

When the curtain went up on the 1941 automobile 
shows, fluid drive and the Simplimatic transmission 
were the headliners in De Soto’s presentation. And shar- 
ing the spotlight with them was a strong supporting 
cast of new features, including low-swung rocket bodies, 
increased roominess, two-tone interiors, greater horse- 
power, three swank new models and an exclusive 
Chrysler development called safety rim, which prevents 
a flat tire being thrown off the rim. 


Sharp sales increases immediately followed the intro- 
duction of the smart 1941 De Sotos, with these and 
other advanced features available. The company, 
through L. G. Peed, was able early in November to an- 
nounce that the preceding month had been the best 
October in its history, with sales running 17 percent 
ahead of the same month of 1939. 


The De Soto factory, located on Wyoming avenue in 
Dearborn, consists of 42 acres of ground and two prin- 
cipal buildings, one an assembly plant, the other a press 
plant. Employment varies between 2,000 and 3,000 men 
and women, according to the volume of production. 
Production capacity is more than 500 cars a day. 


Operations in the De Soto factory include complete 
assembly of the De Soto models; minor machining for 
certain parts, such as brake-drum turning; manufac- 
ture of all car heaters for all divisions of the Chrysler 
Corp.; pressed sheet metal operations for De Soto, with 
the exception of major body parts; sheet metal stamp- 
ings for Chrysler; hood and radiator shell stampings 
for Plymouth, and sheet metal stampings for Dodge 
trucks. 


The press plant was erected to special specifications, 
and in 1937 it was awarded first prize among more than 
600 entries in a contest conducted by Architectural 
Forum Magazine for the best use of glass in an in- 
dustrial building during the year. This building, with 
152,360 square feet of floor area, has nearly 90,000 
square feet of glass in walls and ceilings. 

This is the 100th installment of Chris Sinsabaugh’s memoirs. 

Next week, Chrysler Corp. continued. 
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Motor Leaders 
Take Part iy b 


NAM Congres 


NEW YORK.—A roundtable di 
cussion of “National Defense ,,|.iemsél 
the Economic Outlook” by sea wire P 
nent industrialists and economia’ gs W 
including representatives of e 
automotive industry, will pe .,|iverhe? 
feature of the three-day congres iif 
of American Industry to be hej ents: 
here Dec. 11-13 under sponsopg,,,o00™ 
of National Assn. of Manufacture,fvins 
at the Waldorf-Astoria. ‘Peructul 

With “Total Preparedness fypeit Pt 
America’s Future” as a theme fpputo © 
the congress, one whole Session wipid aut 
be devoted to production Aspect 
of the defense program—an gp,| ‘WH! 
lytical study of problems facinter if 
America’s industries on the prv-fouestiot 
duction line and the efforts being} nark: 
made by production experts tepat | 
“short-cut” any possible bottlenec}gstruct 
The round table discussion Will fatter t 
featured during this portion of thlqs a 
program. wd 8 

Panel participants will be Dg. ymisti 
aldson Brown, vice-chairman, Ge,}4@ his 
eral Motors Corp.; Carl Breer, gfime. V 
rector, Chrysler Corp.; Conway P}isdustr 
Coe, U. S. patent office commis{0,000, 
sioner; Harley Lutz and Willfori{j000 


‘| I. King, professors of economig}id c 


Princeton University, and Charlalien e 
R. Hook, chairman, N. A. M. execyficame 
tive committee and presidenfirs it 
American Rolling Mill Co. Georp}shich 
V. Denny, director of the Tomfivery | 
Hall of the Air, will be moderateJurs a 
Following the round table, B. (}ihy hi 
Heacock, vice-president, Caterpillu}iiey le 
Tractor Co., will preside at a seliuto 1 
sion during which other expert}poduc 
will discuss related phases of defpant « 
fense production. he ste] 
The convention’s keynote will &}3000,00 
sounded at noon Dec. 11, by H. W412, a 
Prentis jr., president of NAM anijit cap 
head of Armstrong Cork Co. But th 
Principal speakers at the annwl}ind at 
dinner Dec. 13, will be Willian}196,00 
Knudsen, industrial member ¢ltardly 
National Defense Advisory Com|uuto p! 
mission, and Dr. Will Durantly to i 
philosopher and historian. Special}: 3,000 
dinner guests will include othe}tetwee: 
defense commission members, higt}acomy 
ranking Army and Navy officen}in 1921 
and industrial leaders. 329,000 
univers 


Detroit Dealers = | 
To Stage Winter | 
Banqu 


boo! 
* 
after t 
et Tonighi|*«: 
DETROIT. — Most importati}ter wh 
meeting of the year for the met-juinly | 
bership of Detroit Auto Dealer}iotal s: 
Assn. is scheduled for today (De}fuctua 
9) in the Banquet room of Hoteliividus 
Statler at 6:30 p. m. The occasid}vill be 
is the mid-winter banquet adil the 
business session of the full metis liv 
bership. most e 
Three new directors are to 3 clea 
elected to complete the board met: 
bership of nine. Under present bY} pry 
laws, three new directors are “usp, 
be chosen annually for three-yel}y.m , 
terms. Jof the 
Other business affairs schedule 
for the meeting include 4 fins how ] 
report on results achieved at tH}... 
40th annual Detroit automobit}.. I 
show, which was sponsored thi}, quot 
year solely by DADA, and a repor Thy 
of progress in association activitie sal ; 
and membership during the pé i a 
1940 head «/%am. 


year. 
S. T. Hanson, about 
DADA, is to preside at the met i . 
ing. Other officers concluding the! — 
one-year terms are Henry Whitiné c 
vice-president; Matthew N. Millet: a 
bach, secretary; James A. Masi!|“\ Ww 
treasurer. David J. Griffith ¥* 
executive chairman of the ” 
show committee. Paul T. Graves * 
managing secretary of DADA. 
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New Chek-Chart Guide 


Gives Car Oil Capac 
CHICAGO.—Designed to give 
service station operator 4 ‘land 
guide for use at the pump 8". 
where, since the advent of ¢4 
oil, over 60 percent of all Chet 
oil is being sold, the new ele 
Chart pocket guide will helP ow. 
ators to sell more make-up ® 
well as complete crankcase ie 
it is believed. The new pocket 8° 
provides station operators W! ol oar 
complete ready reference to 4° wens 
case capacities and recomme ef ast 
tions right at the point 0° ptily 
Chris Sinsabaugh’s sparkly, oa 
‘“Sparks’’ column is read Times. 
‘‘wide-awake”’ in the industry: Yoong 
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table dj sed. But airplanes re- 
CNSe ay; jersey tically columnless build- 
Y Prom fut? vee upper structures are 
ONomist Oe ed enough to support heavy 
of thy ad cranes. Automobile plants 
Il be ye? neither of these require- 
Congres . And since our defense 
Be heli eg is whenever possible fol- 
f Sorshj}*, ¢ the most efficient lines, new 
Tacturen eres, especially designed for 
ea purpose, are being erected by 
vad te 4 companies—even though some 
—- nts are standing idle.” 
lon wi i auto pla es 
~an a WHAT WILL happen after the 
8 facinfar if the U. S. goes to war? 
the pp.|uestions Fortune, going on to re- 
rts beingfgark: “Here again the record of 
Perts t[shat happened last time makes 
rttlened|istructive reading. Immediately 
n will iifter the first World War there 
ON of thigs a boom. It lasted for a year 
nia half after the signing of the 
be Don|imistice, while the manufacturer 
an, Geptiid his best to make up for lost 
sreer, dilime, Wages in the manufacturing 
mnway Pliadustries had increased from $4,- 
commis} 0000,000 in 1914 to some $10,500,- 
Willfor}i000 in 1919, and never before 
‘Onomig}id customers for automobiles 
Charlefien easier to find. Auto dealers 
M. execudiecame quite haughty, taking or- 
residentirs in the spring for cars on 
. Georg}rhich they hoped to make de- 
1¢ Tomfivery by fall. In some cases used 
oderate|urs actually sold for more than 
le, B. Clty had commanded on the day 
aterpille}iney left the factory door. The 
at a sedato manufacturer managed to 
expert reduce 1,652,000 in 1919. By frantic 
s of défsant construction and expansion, 
ie stepped up capacity to nearly 
2 will 13000000 cars in the beginning of 
ry H. W490, and fully expected to operate 
‘AM anit capacity throughout the year. 
0. But the boom blew up in mid-1920, 
e annulland at the close of the year, after 
Willian}i96,000 cars had been produced, 
nber cftrdly a wheel was turning in any 
‘y Comfuto plant. The industry had gone 
Durantip to its ears in debt in hopes for 
- Speciafs 3000,000-car output, and the gap 
le othelietween the expectation and the 
ars, higticomplishment was disastrous. 
officen|in 1921 output dropped to some 1,- 
8000 cars, deficits were almost 
universal and receiverships became 
common. 
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ter | ‘WHETHER this pattern of 
‘ wom and depression would occur 
Ligh! iter the next war is a matter of 

atended speculation. But no mat- 
nportatt/trr what happens, there will cer- 
1e mem}uinly be plenty of room within the 
Dealess} tal sales of the industry for wide 
ay (Det}fuctuations of the sales of in- 
of Hoteliividual manufacturers. The gain 
occasid}vill belong, as it has in the past, 
et abilo the company whose imagination 


ll metfis liveliest, whose technique is 
nost efficient and whose judgment 

e to Mis clearest.” 

rd ment 


sent by: BILL ate : 
are tie STOUT breaks into the 


‘vest evePost! He’s the genius “Who, 
ree-yeuh ve” told you about—the “father” 
hedule of the cyclecar. So you know that 
a fin bart of his story. But I didn’t tell 
at th ‘ow Bill designed the all-metal 
omobil dlane. Robert W. Marks, in “De- 
ed thi a Da Vinci,” does in the Post. 


ctivitie| “The war years came. Stout was 
ne pas}‘lled in by the government to aid 

|“ engineering the Army’s air pro- 
ead o/%am. Very little was known, then, 
e mett|out the mechanics of flight. De- 
ig the/“Smers knew that a plane had a 
Vhiting |g curve, and that the wing had 
Millet’}* center of pressure. More than 













(Continued from Page 1) 
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and debate. Even the best of our 
planes, with 396-horsepower mo- 
tors, were so clumsily rigged that 
about 303 horsepower had nothing 
to do with lift—only 93 had any 
measurable effect on the wing. In 
other words, three-fourths of the 
available power went into the 
fighting of what Stout calls ‘built- 
in headwinds.’ 


“Build thick wings,’ Stout said, 
‘stick all the bracing structures in- 
side and you will triple the per- 
formance.’ The Army raised its 
hands in horror. 


“*Too many wings come off as it 
is,’ the Army said. ‘Take away the 
few bracers we have and you'll 
decimate the Air Corps.’ 

“Oh, no,’ said Stout. ‘Get your 
engineering straight and your wing 
will never bust.’ 


“In spite of opposition strong 
enough to bend the Washington 
Monument into a croquet wicket, 
Stout was finally given an order 
for a mock-up, on a _ cost-plus 
basis. The Army, however, neg- 
lected in the contract to define the 
word ‘mock-up.’ Stout’s imagina- 
tion provided his own definition— 
and turned out a complete ship. 

“The Army experts took a look 
at the new plane and said, ‘This 
ship will have more drag than a 
biplane.’ They called in Orville 
Wright. Wright checked all the 
data, tested the ship for resist- 
ance, strength, lift, dysentery, and 
sclerosis of the liver. When he was 
all through he said: ‘This is the 
next step in aviation.’ 


“In 1920 Stout began work for 
the U. S. Navy on the first all- 
metal plane to be designed in 
America. This was the so-called 
‘Torpedo Plane,’ carrying a 2,000- 
pound naval torpedo tucked under 
its landing gear.” 

* * * 


YEARS AGO there used to be a 
Moon Motor Car Co., of St. Louis, 
making the Moon and the Diana, 
remember? Its president was 
Stewart McDonald who was to 
leave the automobile business and 
go to work for Uncle Samuel as 
Federal Housing Administrator. 
Now he has resigned as FHC’s 
leader but he isn’t leaving the 
service. Jesse Jones thinks too 
much of him to let Mac do that. 
So the ex-automobile manufacturer 
becomes a deputy federal loan ad- 
ministrator under Jones. He’s go- 
ing to give more time to the man- 
agement and direction of the 
Maryland Casualty Co., in which 
the Reconstruction Finance Corp. 
has a large investment. 

ca * * 

IN THE DAYS when the Stutz 
car, made in Indianapolis, was one 
of the leading makes and looked 
like money in the bank to Wall 
Street, Allan A. Ryan, son of 
Thomas Fortune Ryan of New 
York, was president of the Stutz 
company after Harry Stutz had 
passed out of the picture. Wall 
Street became intensely interested 
and Allan Ryan started to “cor- 
ner” Stutz stock. This was in 1910 
and he forced the price from $70 
to $724. Then the bubble burst and 
young Ryan lost everything—even 
his seat on the Stock Exchange. 
Further, he criticized his father 
for taking a second wife 12 days 
after the death of his first. Where- 
upon the old man, who left an 








San Francisco, aged 61, 
heart attack. 


Predict Farmers’ 


year is discerned in the prediction 


Allan Ryan died the other day in 
from a 


Income Will Rise 
$600,000,000 in °41 


WASHINGTON. — An expanding 
market for motor vehicles next 


by agriculture economists last week 
that farmers will have a larger 
income in 1941 than this year. 
Estimating the general national 
income for the current year at 
$74,100,000,000, federal officials fore- 
cast a sharp rise to a total of 
$83,600,000,000 next year. The 1929 
record was $82,885,000,000 and that 
of last year $70,000,000,000. 

Basing their prediction on indi- 
cations that spending for defense 
will sharply increase consumer 
buying power for foodstuffs, the 
experts say farmers may expect 
an increase of at least $600,000,000 
in incomes next year despite pros- 
pects of smaller exports of cotton, 
wheat, tobacco and fruits. The 1941 
income from farm marketings and 
government benefit payments is 
forecast at $9,500,000,000, against 
about $8,900,000,000 this year, or 
$400,000,000 above 1939. 

The Agriculture department says 
total crops this year have been the 
second largest on record and that 
prices are now slightly higher than 
when the war broke out in Europe. 


Nash Field Force 
To Confer This 
Week in Chicago 


DETROIT.—Nash distributors 
and regional managers from all 
parts of the country will convene 
in Chicago and Kenosha, Wis., 
Dec. 9-11 for an unusual type of 
meeting at which they will mix 
business discussions with actual 
participation in performance tests 
in which the new low-price Nash 
Ambassador “600” will compete in 
action with other leading makes of 
automobiles. 

The business sessions will be 
held at Edgewater Beach Hotel in 
Chicago. An open forum discus- 
sion of merchandising, advertising, 
service and business management 
will be an important part of the 
meeting, according to W. A. Blees, 
general sales manager of the 
company, who will act as chair- 
man. 

The distributors and managers 
are spending today in Kenosha, 
where activity will center around 
Nash’s proving grounds near the 
company’s main assembly plant. 
Here the company’s engineers have 
assembled a test group of stock 
automobiles, including several new 
Ambassador “600” units and all of 
the cars that are competing with 
them in the low-price automobile 
field. All of the cars will be sub- 
jected to thorough road and prov- 
ing ground tests by company en- 
gineers, with the distributors and 
field men conducting much of the 
competition themselves. 

“Exhaustive tests and owner re- 
ports have already revealed how 
excellently the new “600” per- 
forms,” Blees declared, “but the 
competitive results are so _ strik- 
ing that we want our field organi- 
zation to get these facts at first 
hand.” 
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CIVIC AND other officials attend the ‘‘open house’”’ of Packard Electric Co., 
Warren, O., celebrating the 50th anniversary of company and introducing new 
lant to public. Left to right, Raymond E. Schryver, safety director; Harry 

ebster, president, Warren chamber of commerce; Mayor Robert M. Roberts; 
Congressman Michael Kirwan; B. N. MacGregor, Packard general manager, and 
Don Dawson, secretary, chamber of commerce. 


United Action on Legislation 


Mapped by Mass. Motorists 


By Jim Sullivan 
Staff Correspondent 
BOSTON.—With the Massa- 
chusetts legislature being called 
into session in January after a 
year of no legislation because of 
its biennial sessions, automotive 
groups are planning to get some 
legislation passed that will take 
some burdens off motorists. One 
of the laws that is under con- 
sideration for amendment is the 
excise tax charged by cities and 
towns. Next year it will be $36.40 
per $1,000 valuation throughout 
the state. In some towns the rate 
has dropped under $30 and motor- 
ists in those places do not see why 
they should pay the $36.40 rate. 


Also when that law was first 
passed any car that came off the 
assembly line say up to Dec. 31, 
1940, was a 1940 car. And when 
registered the following year it 
was classed as a 1940 model and 
got a reduction. Somehow, when 
motorists were not watching, an 
amendment was passed so that a 
car if classed, say as a 1941, and 
came off the assembly line in the 
fall of 1940 it was put into the 
group as if it were built in 1941 
and paid the full tax. In other 
words though four or five months 
old it paid as much as a new car 
bought in the spring. 

In the interest of safety a bill 
will be introduced that will give 
city councils power to order own- 
ers of property at intersections 
where there are tall hedges or 
fences obstructing the view to cut 
them down to 36 inches. 

The fight which has been going 
on for several years to prevent 
diversion of highway funds to 
other purposes will be brought up 
again. In the last few years when 
it looked as if the voters would 
have a chance to act on diversion 
some legislators slipped in amend- 
ments that blocked action. Now 
the motorists are grouped into one 
strong body to make a real fight 
to prevent diversion, particularly 
as new highways are needed to 
reach two big Army camps where 


thousands of soldiers are housed. 
* * ok 


Mass. to Reciprocate 
With Indiana, Ohio 


BOSTON. — Massachusetts public 
utility officials, who started a reci- 
procity plan of their own some 
months ago to break down state 
barriers, has added two more to 


its list in the last few weeks. 

Allen Brooks, who is secretary 
of Massachusetts Public Utilities 
Commission, and fathered the proj- 
ect, has issued certificates to Indi- 
ana and Ohio whereby truck 
operators in those states may 
travel through Massachusetts with- 
out being held up by red tape and 
Bay state trucks may do the same 
in Indiana and Ohio. 


Ford Co. Denied 
Plea to Reopen 


Old NLRB Case 


CINCINNATI.—Ford Motor Co.’s 
appeal to reopen the National 
Labor Relations Board ruling 
against the company has _ been 
denied by the United States 
District Court of Appeals. 


The company sought to have the 
case returned to an NLRB exami- 
ner for a new hearing and taking 
of evidence. 


Last October the court upheld 
the NLRB decision that Ford 
service men were responsible for 
the famous “Battle of Miller Road” 
on May 26, 1937, and ordered 23 of 
24 discharged Ford workers to be 
reinstated with back pay. 


At the same time the company 
was upheld in its contention that 
it had the right under the consti- 
tutional rule of free speech to 
distribute pamphlets setting forth 
Henry Ford’s own views. on 
unions. 


Today’s decision leaves the com- 
pany only, the United States Su- 
preme Court as a last resort for 
a reversal of the NLRB decree. 


Studebaker Truck Men 


On Merchandising Tour 


SOUTH BEND.—Studebaker fac- 
tory executives will cover major 
American truck markets in a 
series of December and January 
meetings. The meetings will launch 
Studebaker’s new truck and com- 
mercial car line for 1941. 


The Automobile Manufacturers 
Assn. sound picture, “Singing 
Wheels,” depicting the importance 
of trucks to America, will be a 
feature of the program. Four 
separate teams headed by C. S. 
Fletcher, sales manager, and assist- 
ant sales managers, R. F. Gloster, 
Courtney Johnson and T. F.. Laugh- 
lin will conduct the meetings. 








ore tbh ta narepbn'a 


1 aR EM gh ct LOT 


he nate eae. FRM ate. 


ec 6 SS UO 





Check for 6............ enclosed [7 
or ship C.0.D. FJ 


islation affecting automobile deal- 
ers and finance companies is to 
be held shortly. Officers of Auto- 
mobile Trade Assn. of Maryland | 


crank 


meni Coast ee shown above with Howard P. Grove, center, Hudson Pacific 
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ANY things move a man to buy a particular car or truck. Bete of 

The reputation of the builder, the style of the vehicle, its os 

. funed o1 

power, speed, safety, economy or price—any or all of these con- ~—_— 
siderations help make the sale. ene ¢ 
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Whether your personal interest is in building, in selling or in ay 
servicing automotive vehicles, certain mechanical specifications i oon 
are extremely important to you. Among these are units such as foun 
Bendix builds—brakes, carburetors, gear-controls, power brakes, tcion 
universal joints. The reason these specifications are important to et 
you is because your business reputation is part of the chain that aes 
holds the car-buyer’s esteem to your product. ee 


The public knowledge that “What Bendix Builds Is Well Built” a, 


come x 


is a very sturdy link in your chain of confidence. We are trying, eprint 





every hour of every working day, to keep it so. 
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PRODUCTS DIVISION aa 


BENDIX AVIATION CORPORATION ‘a 


South Bend, Indiana Rag 


STROMBERG CARBURETORS + BENDIX BRAKES + BENDIX GEAR CONTROLS - BENDIX-WEISS _ | init 
UNIVERSAL JOINTS +» BENDIX B-K POWER BRAKING " 





